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EGYPT 


EXPATRIATE WORKERS WARNED AGAINST ITLLEGAL CURRENCY DEALERS 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 23 Jun 86 p 4 


[Article by ‘Abdallah Nassar: "Settlement of Sums of Money Owed by Currency 
Dealers to Persons with Savings"] 





[Text] In 1984 a group of currency dealers were arrested who had monopolized 
the savings of Egyptians working abroad who had no banking apparatus into 
which to put their money. Those persons who had earned these savings became 
the victims of these currency dealers, even though they had in their 
possession receipts showing the amounts of money owed to them by these 
currency dealers. There still has been no settlement concerning the money 
owed to these workers. This shows that, in spite of all the temptations 
which exist, it is dangerous to do business with the currency dealers and 

it is safer to do business with the legitimate banks. The security agencies 
have referred the matter to the Financial and Commercial Affairs Prosecution 
Office. The door has been opened for such possessors of savings to submit 
their requests to receive the money owed to them from the amounts of money 
seized from the currency dealers Khudr and al-Bandari. However, the 
possessors of savings are still baffled because they have not yet received 
the money owed to them. This matter should be settled as soon as poss‘ble, 
because these sums of money are the fruit of the labor and hard work of these 
workers, even though they did commit the error of resorting to the services 
of the currency dealers. 


The following was mentioned in a letter from Nuh 'Abd-al-Bari ‘Asr of the 
Veterinary Medicine Office in Kafr al-Shaykh: "We have already submitted our 
complaints both to you and to all of the agencies concerned. I have in my 
possession a receipt for the sum of 1,264 dollars forwarded from Kuwait on 

5 February 1984 via the al-Bandar Money Exchange Company in Kuwait. At the 
present time the offices of this currency dealer in Kuwait have been closed. 
His property has been sequestered here in order that the money owed to the 
possessors of savings be paid back to them. We have learned that the matter 
was referred to the Financial Affairs Prosecution Office as Case Number 56 
dated 13 January 1986. We want to receive the money owed to us on the 

basis of the documents which we have in our possession, and we want to 
receive it from the sums of money which were seized from the currency dealer. 











The fact is that this problem has existed for about 2 and 1/2 years now. 

It is true that the possessors of savings made a mistake in entering into 
business with the currency dealers, but nevertheless the appropriate 
authorities are supposed to settle this matter and return the sums of money 
to their rightful owners. They have already suffered enough because of the 
long period of time which they have had to wait in order to receive their 
money." 
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EGYPT 





CITIZENS INTERVIEWED CONCERNING SUBSIDY ISSUE 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 23 Jun 86 p 4 


[Interview with various citizens, by 'Ayid 'Atwah and Isma'il Badr: 
"AL-JUMHURIYAH Researches the Opinions of the Citizens Concerning the 
Subsidy Issue," date and place of interviews not specified] 


[Text] The citizens are demanding cash substitutes in 
order not to have to stand in crowded lines. 


Small tradesmen and workers are demanding coupons. 


President Husni Mubarak demanded that a poll be taken of the opinions of 
people from all walks of life concerning the subsidy issue. 


President Mubarak stated that he would make no decision until he had made a 
study of the matter and the opinions of Egypt's citizens had been researched 
concerning it. He also said that there is no intention to do away with the 
subsidies, but he added that attempts are being made to organize matters 
such that those who are in need of the subsidies will receive them and those 
who are not in need of the subsidies will be prevented from receiving them. 


Today AL-~JUMHURIYAH continues its report dealing with researching the opinions 
of Egypt's citizens concerning the subsidy issue. Opinions differ concerning 
the ideal method of having the subsidies reach those who are entitled to 

them. Most employees are in favor of cash substitutes, but others were 
against this because they thought it would lead to random rises in prices. 
Small tradesmen, workers, and day laborers demanded that the subsidies be 
continued in their present form and were in favor of having all subsidized 
goods distributed through ration cards or by means of coupons. Here is what 
they had to Say. 


Mahmud 'Isa Muhammad, a shoe-shine man who is married and has eight children: 
"The best thing is to have the subsidies distributed by means of coupons for 
rice, olive oil, sugar, tea, soap, and cooking butter. The share of each 
individual per family, in terms of coupons, should be at least 8 Egyptian 
pounds." 








He went on to say that owners of cars and real estate, as well as professional 
people and tradesmen, should not be entitled to subsidies. 


Distributing Goods Through Ration Cards 


Hasan 'Abd-al-Sami', a grocer: "Subsidies should be distributed by means of 
ration cards to those who are entitled to them. Electricity bills are not a 
fair way to determine who is entitled to receive subsidies. Those who pay 
the general revenue tax and who are not employees should not be entitled to 
the subsidies. It is impossible for electricity bills to be an indicator 
for determining who is entitled to receive subsidies." 


Continuation of Subsidies in the Form of Commodities. 


Jamal Abu-al-'Ala Shahatah, a worker in the Egyptian Petroleum Company whose 
salary is 181 Egyptian pounds per month: "I feel that the subsidies can be 
distributed to those who are entitled to them under the present system, but I 
feel that red meat and poultry meat should be included in the subsidies." 


Muhammad Yusuf 'Uthman, an educational director whose monthly salary is 300 
Egyptian pounds: "I think that cash subsidies are better than coupons, 
provided that the commodities which people are entitled to as subsidies from 
the government are specified and provided that the cash values of the 
subsidies are not more than the values of the subsidies specified for the 
commodities." 


He went on to say: "Electricity bills are no good as an indicator for 
specifying those categories of people who are entitled to subsidies. One can 
determine these categories by means of listing the incomes of families whose 
status has not changed and families whose status has changed, and by deter- 
mining the number of individuals in these families." 


He added: "Businessmen, professional people, and tradesmen should not be 
entitled to subsidies. Farmers whc have more than 5 feddans should be selling 
their crops at cost price and their margin of profit should be reasonable. 
Those who own less than 5 feddans of farm land should receive subsidies by 
means of distribution through ration cards. This should also apply to tenant 
farmers and day laborers." 


We Are in Favor of Having Goods Distributed Through Ration Cards 


Musa ‘'Abduh ‘Ali, chemist in the private sector: "Distributing subsidized 
commodities by means of ration cards is the best means of having the subsidies 
reach those who are entitled to them, and those individuals who become 
financially independent and form their own families should be taken off the 
ration card list [showing them as members of their original families]." 


He added: "People who pay the general revenue tax should not be entitled to 
subsidies. One can find out who these individuals are by means of consulting 
the Tax Administration. This should not include persons employed by the 
government or persons working in the public sector." 


4 











Su'ad Muhammad, an employee in the private sector: ''Cash substitutes 
guarantee that the subsidies reach those who are entitled to them, and this 
would provide individuals with the freedom to buy the commodities that they 
are in need of. The size of the cash substitutes should be increased to match 
the increase in the number of individuals in families rather than in 
accordance with the percentage of increase in income." 


Rida 'Abd-al-'Aziz, a worker in the private sector: "Categories of people 
who are not entitled to subsidies should have their names be taken off the 
ration card lists. Also, subsidized commodities should continue to be 
distributed by means of ration cards." 


Employees Deserve the Subsidies More 


'Ala-al-Din 'Abd-al-Hamid, an anti-tax evasion inspector: "Tie categories of 
people who should be entitled to subsidies are government employees, public 
sector employees, and persons receiving pensions and social security payments. 
The categories of people who should not be entitled to subsidies are those 
who practice the free professions, tradesmen, and those who engage in 
commercial and business activities." 


He went on to say: "Electricity bills are not basically a good means to 
determine who should be entitled to subsidies because, for example, a family 
which lives in a dark apartment on a ground floor will consume more electri- 
city [than a family on a higher floor]." 


He added: "Most employees at the present time are subject to the general 
revenue tax. However, they should be entitled to subsidies because the tax 
exemption limit no longer corresponds to the increase in the cost of living." 


Amal Fikri, a tax administration executive: "I support cash subsidies, 
provided that the government issue price controls or publish recommended 
prices for goods and services, and provided that the cash subsidies not 
be less than 50 Egyptian pounds." 


She went on to say: "Those who practice the free professions, merchants, 
and persons working in investment firns, foreign banks, and joint-venture 
banks should not be entitled to subsidies." 


She then added: "Electricity bills are no good for determining who should be 
entitled to subsidies because meter readers are not diligent in recording 

the readings of the electric meters and some electric meters are not function- 
ing." 


Cash Subsidies Lead to a Rise in Prices 


Mahmud ‘Isa, an inspector in the Ministry of Finance who is married: "I am 
against distributing subsidies in the form of cash because this would create 
a rise in prices. Having subsidized goods distributed by means of ration 
cards is the best way of insuring that the subsidies reach those who are 











entitled to them. And the persons who should be entitled to subsidies are 
government employees, public sector employees, persons receiving pensions, 
and persons receiving social security payments." 


Salah Mansur, tax investigation director for the Household Utensils 
Commission: "Cash subsidies are the best thing because, when subsidies are 
distributed in the form of goods, persons who are not entitled to subsidies 
end up receiving them and the agencies for the monitoring of supplies and 
the Ministry of Supply could be abolished [if cash subsidies were used]. 


He added: "Those who should be entitled to receive subsidies are government 
employees, public sector employees, government employees who pay the general 
revenue tax, persons receiving pensions, and persons receiving social 
security payments." 


He went on to say: "Cash subsidies would eliminate the lines which presently 
exist in front of cooperative stores and they would also eliminate speculation 
with subsidized goods in the black market, gangsters, and middlemen." 


"Abbas Faris, an employee in the Ministry of Economy, married: "T prefer 
that subsidies be distributed by means of coupons which are printed on the 
same paper that money is printed on in order that it be difficult to counter- 
feit them. These coupons would then be distributed to those persons entitled 
to the subsidies--and such persons should be persons in all categories who 
are on fixed incomes, employees, persons receiving pensions, the owners of 
old pieces of real estate, and some tradesmen who receive smal] incomes." 


He also said: "The coupons should be presented to distribution centers 
such as cooperative stores and small grocery stores, and these distribution 
centers should sell the goods at reasonable prices reflecting the cost of 
the goods. These stores should undertake the sale of the goods at low 
prices when the coupons are presented. The difference should then be reim- 
bursed to them by the government." 


He went on to say: "Consumption of electricity is not a good indicator of 
how well off a person is because there are some categories of people who have 
very high incomes but whose consumption of electricity does not exceed 100 
kilowatt-hours. Furthermore, some categories of people with limited incomes 
consume a great deal of electricity." 


Cash Subsidies for Employees 


Firyal Mahmud, director of the African Cooperation Administration in the 
Ministry of Economy: "Subsidies should be given out by means of raising 
salaries, and this way they will reach those who are entitled to them. 
Experience has shown that wealthy people have been able to get their hands 
on all of the subsidized goods, and that they have managed to obtain — 
quantities of them." 











She added: "Employees, poor farmers, and workers are all people who should 
be entitled to subsidies. Female employees should also be entitled to them 
because they are people who are earning their own living." 


She went. on to say: "It is a mistake to determine the recipients of subsidies 
on the basis of looking at electricity bills. The reason for this is that 

it has been conclusively proven that computers make many errors and provide 
unrealistic estimates. Also, complaints concerning the increase in the 
electricity rates nowadays are more numerous than ever before." 


Muhammad Sirhan, director general of the Investment Authority: "It is 
difficult to determine which categories of people should receive subsidies, 
especially in the case of farmers and tradesmen." 


He added: "I prefer that subsidies be distributed by means cf coupons which 
can be issued in limited number after the categories of people entitled to 
the subsidies have been determined. Those who should be entitled to the 
subsidies are, in particular, employees, persons receiving pensions, farmers 
who own less than 2 feddans of land, and low-income workers who do not own 
shops or stores." 


He went on to say: "The amount of subsidized goods distributed should he in 
accordance with the job, the salary, and the income levels of the persons 
receiving them." 


He also said: "The amovnt of electricity which one ccusumes does not 

reflect the level of one's income. This is particularly true since all 
families, whether they are high-income or low-income families, nowadays 
have electric appliances." 
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TUNISIA 


HABIB DHAOUI GANG TRIED BY MILITARY COURT 
Military Court Sentences Fundamentalists 
Tunis LE TEMPS in French 11 Jul 86 ppl, 2 


[Text] At about 0730 yesterday morning, after a night of deliberations, 
the military court announced its verdict in the case of the holdups of a 
police station and banks. 


The court handed down four death penalties, two in absentia. Condemned to 
death were Habib Dhaoui, leader of the gang, and the only military officer 
of the group, Lieutenant Kilani Quachahi, both present, and "Haj" Mohamed 
Lazrag and Youssef Michael, both fugitives. 


The brother of the gang leader, Fethi Dnaoui, and Mongi Tarhouni, Hafedh 
Ben Dhiaf, and Mongi Triki were given life sentences at forced labor. 


Two of the defendants, Hechemi Sehimi and Abdelwahab Sfaxi, were convicted 
to 20 years of forced labor. 


Abderrahmane Naoui, Habib Dhaoui's co-tenant, was convicted to 10 years of 
forced labor. 


Walid Fekih and Mohamed Neji Ghodhbani, both fugitives, were convicted to 
5 years of forced labor. 


Chafik Chiaouachi and Mohsen Belhaj received sentences of 5 years' imprisonment 
without parole for belonging to a gang involved in criminal activities and 
another 5 years for withholding information. 


Abdelmounem Kamel, Ahmed Nasri, Jelal Jebali, Radhcuan Frikha, Boubaker Aifa, 
and Abdessalem Zaraa were convicted to 5-year terms in prison. 


Charges were dismissed against Abdessalem Trabelsi and Bechir Belhaj Amor. 


Ali Ayadi was handed over to the Sfax juvenile court, as was already mentioned. 








Activities of Convicted Fundamentalists 
Tunis LE TEMPS in French 10 Jul 86 ppl, 2 


[Text] Two persons accused in a holdup of a police station and banks were 
brought before the Military Court yesterday for trial. The accused are 
Mohsen Belhaj and Abdessalem Trabelsi, who had failed to appear for their 
arraignment. 


Mohsen Belhaj, a student in Sfax, said that he had learned through the media 
that he was implicated in this case, but that he had had nothing to do with 
the armed gang and did not even know of its existence. 


The Court considered three charges lodged against the accused: his membership 
in the gang through the oath he took before Habib Dhaoui, the gang leader; 

the act of handing over to Habib two empty cartridges from a revolver; and 

the act of showing Habib how to make Molotov cocktails. 


Superficial Contacts 


The accused explained that the oath was of the type that everyone takes when 
they swear to keep somebody else's secrets. He gave the used cartridges 

to Habib because he knew that he liked military items, just as he knew that 
he was an enthusiast of hypnotism and knew how to practice it. 


Moreover, when the person acting for the public prosecutor explained that 
the casings could be reused by simply changing the cap, he said that he did 
not know that. 


As for the Molotov cocktails, he said that an article in SCIENCES ET VIE 
related how to prepare them. 


The defense requested that Habib Dhaoui, the main figure in the case, be 
brought in to respond to the defendant. 


The second defendant, Abdessalem Trabelsi, is also a student. He knew Habib 
Dhaoui--rather superficially, according to him--and had discussed with him 
only Habib's financial difficulties and the money owed him by two people 
from Moknine, the accused's home town. 


The Pleadings 
After the accused had left the room, the defense was called. 


Mr Rebai, who was defending Mongi Triki, the owner of the car used in virtu- 
ally ali the holdups, presented his client as a relatively uneducated person 
of very weak character and limited means, who had already tried his hand 

at three different occupations and was very unstable. He was a perfect victim 
for Habib, the real brains behind the gang, whom he had gotten to know through 
business and had later become very friendly with, to the point that Mongi 

knew Habib's mother, who called him her son. 











Mongi, who is accused of belonging to a gang involved in criminal activities 
and of possessing a weapon, only participated in the holdup through his car. 
The defense's explanation: Mongi loaned his car to Habib once so that he 
could see his sick mother, and another time so that he could collect the 
money owed him by shop owners to whom he had supplied chickens. 


Thus the accused could not have suspected the real motives behind the need 
for his car; and he was forced to obey Habib, first because he had loaned 
him over a million and then because he knew his whole family. 


As for the weapons charge, he was dragged into this forcefully by Habib, who 
had shown him the revolver once and threatened to kill him if he ever said 
anything about nis having a weapon. 


Thank the Lord, Mr Rebai said in conclusion, that the gang was caught in time, 
as otherwise his client would not be alive today. And the attorney requested 
that Mongi Triki be purely and simply acquitted. 


Mr Zemzemi defended Hachemi Sehimi, accused of stealing some explosives. 
He had acted under hypnosis adminstered by Habib, and was also a person of 
weak character. 


Mr Ab'oub, speaking on behalf of Abdelwahab Sfaxi, pointed out that his 
client was 50 percent incapacitated as the result of an accident. This dis- 
ability, together with the fact that his client was very young when he met 
Habib Dhaoui, made him an obvious victim of the crafty Habib. 


Mr Souyah defended Abderrahman Naoui, Habib's unfortunate co-tenant. He 
too finally succumbed to the nefarious influence of the leader of the gang, 
although he was completely unaware of Habib Dhaoui's criminal affairs. A 
student, he worked to make enough money to pursue his studies. 


The attorney requested that his client be acquitted. 


The Court went along with the arguments of Ali Ayaid's attorney and decided 
not to proceed with the case, handing it over to the juvenile court in Sfax. 


[Boxed item] Yesterday Evening's Deliberations 

The Military Court in session since Friday to try the case of the holdups 
against a police station and a bank finished hearing the defense pleadings 
yesterday at 2000 hours. The court was then adjourned to allow the judges 


to deliberate behind closed doors. 


The decisions were made yesterday evening and will be announced today. 


9805/12955 
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LEBANON 


EDITORIAL SEES MAJOR POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS COMING 


London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 25 Jun 86 p 7 


[Editorial: "Something on the Horizon" ] 


[Text] Everything on the horizon indicates that the arena of Lebanon is em- 
barking on new developments which will in effect bring the crisis out of the 
vortex in which it has been revolving for 11 years. There is a large group 
of activities the political stage has witnessed recently, which include: 


1. President Amin al-Jumayyil's Gulf tour, in which he described to the of- 
ficials he visited his conceptions of the formula on which the Lebanese can 
reach agreement in order to put a limit to the fighting and in which al- 
Jumayyil learned about Gulf officials’ positions on the Lebanese crisis. 


2. The visit to the Soviet Union as head of a parliamentary delegation by 
the chairman of the Lebanese chamber of deputies, Husayn al-Husayni, in res- 
ponse to an official invitation. The observers say that this visit, in which 
a study of the file on the Lebanese crisis from all angles will take place, 
will prepare for a visit to Moscow President al-Jumayyil is intending to 
make next fall. 


3. The visit by the Maronite Patriarch Sufayr to the Vatican, which is play- 
ing a prominent role in initiatives which have been advanced for ending the 
Lebanese war. Although the visit is one of protocol, informed observers ex- 
pect that the Maronite Patriarch will seize the opportunity to discuss a new 
initiative for restoring conciliation among the Lebanese with the pope and 
his senior aides. 


4. The successive meetings which are being held in Damascus under the chair- 
manship of the Syrian vice president 'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, in the presence 
of a number of influential Lebanese political figures opposed to President 
al-Jumayyil. It has been repeatedly said that a plan exists for putting mat- 
ters in motion which has been put on the back burner and that this will be 
turned up at the appropriate time. 


All these activities, in addition to what has been said regarding contacts 
underway between Washington and Moscow, and Washington and some European 
capitals, regarding the Middle East crisis in general and the Lebanese cri- 


sis in particuler, indicate that something is happening and that the coming 
year could be the year of a great shift in Lebanon and the region. 
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CSO: 4404/394 11 














LEBANON 


DOMESTIC ECONOMIC, LABOR PROBLEMS REVIEWED 
Al--Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 27 Jun 86 p 11 
[Articles "Famine Is Knocking on Lebanon's Doors"] 


[Text] Lebanese society has now drawn close to the brink of the abyss, if it 
has not actually reached it. The best proof of this is the suicide of the 
Lebanese citizen who could not find bread for his children, a precedent that 
was not to be found in "Green Lebanon," which the forces of death describe 
as “the richest country in terms of its values, its civilization, its heri- 
tage, its culture and its ‘distinctiveness'!" This society, which the war is 
nearly devouring, has reached a crescendo because of its interconnected 
crises and the countdown has actually started as far as this society's con- 
dition goes. The war which has been going on for 1l years and the Zionist 
invasion and occupation of part of Lebanon have all suspended economic acti- 
vity and eliminated the resources for this activity, which is embodied in 
the industrial, commercial, tourist and service sectors. A study points out 
that domestic product in Lebanon has regressed at least 15 years and that 
the country has become very poor, since domestic product no longer accounts 
for more than 60 percent of the level just before the events in 1975 -- that 
is, it has declined from 8 to 5 billion Lebanese pounds. What do you suppose 
the situation is, now that the Lebanese pound is worth only a single fils on 
the hard currency market? 


Moreover, per capita income no longer amounts to more than $700 at the high- 
est estimate, as compared with more than $2,000 in 1983 and $1,400 in 1974, 


This massive decline in the production level has been accompanied by a cor- 
responding decline in the context of hard currency demand. Studies show that 
this rate of decline came to ..bout 42.4 percent by 1983, while it had been 
increasing by 39 percent up to 1973, Thus, the Lebanese labor market has 
lost 365,000 job opportunities, facing Lebanon with a stringent, aggravated 
unemployment crisis in the context of current conditions which may have in- 
volved one-third the resident workforce. 


What makes the unemployment crisis worse is the demographic change which has 
been in keeping with the multifaceted, many-sided stages of the civil war. 
This change is embodied in the forced migration and drain of the population, 











depriving some areas of their workforce completely, resulting in its accumu- 
lation in other areas which are unable to accommodate or employ it, and the 
attendant economic and social crises. 


On the basis of general estimates, migration has involved between 939,000 
and 2 million people, that is, between 35 and 75 percent of the population, 
which is estimated at about 3 million. 


While it is not possible to come up with accurate statistics on the rate of 
unemployment in Lebanon in the context of present conditions, we can discuss 
the basic indices of this crisis. 


Indices of the Crisis 


As far as the industrial sector goes, the factories which have been com- 
pletely destroyed in the course of the war come to 150 in number; these 
accommodated 65,000 workers, most of whom have become unemployed. According 
to Lebanese Labor Ministry statistics, the number of people working in the 
industrial sector came to 142,000 in 1975; in 1984 this number had dropped 
to 63,000. About 60 percent of the remainder migrated and 40 percent became 
unemployed. 


With respect to the commercial sector, destruction has befallen that to a 
very large extent as a result of the destruction of the commercial markets 
in the first 2 years of the war. These markets contained 3,000 commercial 
organizations, and three to five people were working in the smallest of 
those organizations. 


According to the French expert Dr Lejean, who set out a study on the commer- 
cial sector with the assistance of a special committee which accompanied him 
to Lebanon, 80 or 90 percent of the commercial sector has been permanently 
destroyed, meaning that between 15,000 and 20,000 workers are now without 
work, especially since commercial sector employees cannot easily work in 
other sectors even if such work is provided for them. 


With respect to the tourist sector, in the field of hotels, which underwent 
the most violent fighting at the beginning of the civil war and experienced 
what was called the war of the hotels, 13 first-class hotels, with a capaci- 
ty of 200 to 300 rooms each, were totally destroyed or shut down because of 
their geographic location and still are shut down. About 6,000 workers, or 
40 percent of the manpower in the hotel sector, has been put out of work. 
One should bear in mind that the other hotel and tourist installations, 
which are still functioning up to now, cannot absorb any of these workers -- 
indeed some of them have decided to release many. 


This is as far as the major productive sectors in Lebanon are concerned. 
With respect to the agricultural sector, the labor market in this sector has 
sustained its customary performance, in spite of some changes, because most 
of the agricultural areas are remote from the theater of military operations 
and skirmishes of permanent character, except for the area of the south and 
the south Lebanese coast. Most of their inhabitants were compelled to head 
off toward Beirut because of the war going on there, especially the Israeli 











invasion, which almost totally destroyed the agricultural sector in the re- 
gion. This compelled the manpower working in the south to depart for other 
areas, especially the southern suburbs, which are considered the Lebanese 
areas with the greatest population density, adding to the aggravation of the 
unemployment crisis, along with the extreme economic and social crises which 
have accompanied that. 


The unemployment crisis, which has started to assume critical dimensions in 
the Lebanese situation at this stage of the ongoing war, is occurring as 
part of the series of crises Lebanon is going through today. The people 
concerned will not find a solution to these failing a comprehensive solution 
to the ongoing, escalating war -- a war which has turned the Lebanese people 
into a group of conflicting, embattled human islands isolated from one ano- 
ther. 


While the Lebanese people have become threatened with respect to their eve- 
ryday situation and destiny, because of the broken down economic and social 
conditions, the working class is the principal victim of this situation and 
is actually threatened with starvation, on which a number of economists and 
a number of union figures in Lebanon have issued warnings. 


The Chairman of the National Federation of Unions 


The chairman of the National Federation of Workers' Unions, Ilyas al-Habar, 
said, “Unemployment is connected to the economic situation, which has come 
to the brink of collapse and produced large numbers of unemployed workers. 


“The most important causes of the collapse have been the war, the Israeli 
invasion and the workers’ inability to settle down into production because 
of the lack of primary materials, the blackouts, the sealing off of streets, 
the fragmentation of the economic market in Lebanon, the suspension of ex- 
ports and the reduction in the rate of products exported -- products which 
before the war came to 75 percent of domestic output. This has all led to 
aggravation of the problem of unemployment, which has reached about 70 per- 
cent in some sectors, especially tourist and service activity and even the 
sectors of production and agriculture. 


"From this general picture, it is evident that the problem of unemployment 
has become a very big one. We, as a union movement, are trying to work to 
reduce its intensity in the context of these broken-down security circum- 
stances, which also have been an influential factor in aggravating unemploy- 
ment. We have seen that the results of any arrangement will remain relative- 
ly Limited if they do not arrive at a national solution founded on democra- 
tic dialogue. Otherwise, we will continue with the economic collapse and the 
serious social problems will be exacerbated -- problems which in their gra- 
vity have started to match the gravity of the national cause in the frame- 
work of the unity of Lebanon, the destiny of its people and its identity. 
Therefore, we consider that the priority in solving many things and issues 
lies in reconciliation and political, social and economic reform." 


[Question] Do you, as a federation of unions, have statistics on the volume 
of unemployment now? 


14 











[Answer] We do not have accurate, comprehensive statistics, and such statis- 
tics are not to be found in the possession of others, because of the accele- 
ration in the breakdown in various security and economic areas and the ave- 
nues to migration into and expulsion from various areas and out of Lebanon. 
These conditions do not enable us to set out accurate statistics concerning 
the volume of unemployment, which has come to account for a very high level. 


Famine 


[Question] What are the dangers of the problem of unemployment in Lebanon in 
the short and long term and what immediate means are there for remedying it? 


[Answer] In previous statements on positions, we declared that in accordance 
with carefully studied statistics we entered on a period of tightening in 
living conditions in 1984 which involved no less than 20 percent of Lebanese 
citizens, and, starting in mid-1985, we entered the stage of famine. This 
famine has started to involve people with low incomes and knock on the doors 
of people with limited incomes earning average wages. In 1986 the famine 
started spreading, to include various sectors of the Lebanese people. In 
accordance with official statistics made 2 months ago, it was apparent to u: 
that the costs of living just for foodstuffs for a family consisting of fiv: 
persons came to 9,410.50 Lebanese pounds (not mentioning medical care, edu- 
cation, clothes and housing), while the average wage after the most recent 
40 percent increase in the beginning of 1986 came to 3,275 pounds. This 
confirms the spread of the scope of famine that has affected and is affect- 
ing the overwhelming majority of people with Limited incomes. This is what 
is preoccupying the union movement today, but what stands as a barrier be- 
tween us and a position which would curb these various breakdowns is that 
the union movement is a democratic one founded on dialogue, and the most it 
can do is strike and demonstrate. The armed presence, which constitutes a 
burden on democratic dialogue, indeed on some occasions is a curb on it and 
arrogation of the union movement's independent decisionmaking, is what is 
paralyzing the capabilities of this movement, 


This does not mean that we have surrendered to despair. We have satisfied, 


and are continuing to satisfy, some demands for limiting this state of af- 
fairs we have come to, and we hope that we will contribute t- putting a 
limit to the fighting ani to r®lying on dialogue as a key to a solution. 


Without this approach, things #111 continue to go from bad to worse. 


AL-KHALIJ: If the conditions for starting this dialogue, that is, the condi- 
tions for a solution, are not provided, do you consider that we will be 
heading toward catastrophe: 


Al-Habar: If we do not arrive at this solution as soon as possible, we will 
end up as a country living in the shadow of very great, very grievous pover- 
ty and deprivation, along the lines of what many African countries and some 
Latin American countries are going through. 


AL-KHALIJ: The society of industrialists has a big role, or ought to have 


such a role, in remedying the unemployment crisis. Do you effect coordina- 
tion with it in this regard? 
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Al-Habar: The unfortunate thing is that the industrialists, in their treat- 
ment of things, always proceed from the premise of their personal interests, 
even if these things are of a critical national character. Most of these 
industrialists are industrialists and merchants at the same time by descrip- 
tion. In general, among these people private interests prevail over the pub- 
lic and national interests, and so far, in spite of numerous attempts, this 
has not facilitated the establishment of a unified position for dealing with 
the current situation. 


AL-KHALIJ: Some organizations have been carrying out an arbitrary termina- 
tion process, which increases and aggravates the unemployment crisis. What 
are you doing in this regard? 


Al-Bahar: Unfortunately, the employers are armed with the labor law, which 
is not fair to employers [sic], especially Article 50 of this law, which is 
furthering the termination process, especially today. Industrialists in par- 
ticular are going through a stifling crisis, that of wages. When such pro- 
cesses take place, we remedy them as much as possible and try to limit their 
harm. 


While the workers’ unions have been deficient in coping with the unemploy- 
ment which is becoming aggravated today among working class circles in Leba- 
non, the government, with all its agencies, has been deficient in its turn 
in confronting this crisis, as it is deficient in confronting other crises. 


The source of this deficiency is not just that the government and its agen- 
cies have been prone to the effects of the war but also their lack of seri- 
ousness in confronting the issues which concern citizens. These were the 
basic characteristics of the Lebanese government, even before the outbreak 
of the war. 


When we realize that the labor law permits employers arbitrarily to dismiss 
workers in many cases, and when we realize that the foreign manpower coming 
into Lebanon without restriction is in a competitive position vis-a-vis do- 
mestic manpower and takes many job opportunities away from it, we will real- 
ize the government's responsibility in this. 


The chairman of the Employment Bureau in the Ministry of Labor, Dr Anwar 
Husami, talked to us about the unemployment crisis ard said, "The unemploy- 
ment crisis is indeed the biggest of all crises as far as workers in Lebanon 
are concerned. A very large number of workers are now without work as a 
result of the war, which has been going on since 1975. Many factories have 
been permanently destroyed, and a similar number have been hit and damaged 
and have stopped operating. There are plants which have been shut down be- 
cause of a lack of primary materials or because they are situated in zones 
of contact and skirmishes between fighting forces, which has intensely dri- 
ven the workers into unemployment. 


"Just as factories have been destroyed and shut down, the same is the case 
with respect to commercial markets, where workers are now without jobs, and 
also the other economic and productive sectors such as the tourist, service 
and agricultural sectors. All these sectors have suffered destruction, and 
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this has compelled them to stop working and has driven a further number of 
workers away from work, that is, into unemployment." 


AL-KHALIJ: The government is responsible. What has it done in this regard, 
with respect to unemployment? 


Husami: In cooperation with some officials of the Labor Ministry, we have 
tried to work to limit the spread of unemployment. We have established coor- 
dination after a fashion with employers in order to provide the workers they 
need, of whom we have lists. However, the failure to reconcile supply and 
demand has prevented this in many cases, for security reasons or owing to 
the barriers existing among Lebanese areas. There are areas today which are 
witnessing industrial activity, for example, and do not have enough workers, 
and there are areas where there are workers who cannot find job opportuni- 
ties. While the lines of contact and the explosive security conditions ex- 
ist, links among Lebanese areas, that is, among workers and work places, are 
nonexistent, adding to the aggravation of the crisis. 


Foreign Labor 


AL-KHALIJ: There is a foreign workforce which is considered competitive with 
the domestic workforce, especially in these circumstances. What is the mag- 
nitude of this competition and what is the Labor Ministry's role in limiting 
it? 


Husami: The fact is that the disruption which has occurred on the Lebanese 
borders or in the private ports has encouraged the arrival of some foreign 
workers who indeed compete with Lebanese workers for wages which are in any 
case below the Lebanese wages, and guarantees and family living expenses are 
nonexistent in the case of foreign workers, encouraging employers to hire 
them or import them in many cases, especially since large numbers of Leba- 
nese workers are now outside the Lebanese borders. 


AL-KHALIJ: What is these workers' legal status? What measures are you in the 
Labor Ministry taking with respect to them? 


Husami: The fact is that the public security agencies are responsible for 
people who enter Lebanon illegally; they are responsible for prosecuting 
them and keeping them from working. Our task in the Labor Ministry is just 
restricted to giving foreign workers work permits on the basis of labor con- 
tracts these people arrange with employers. We do not of course give such 
permits except after investigating the validity of the labor contracts and 
the employer's need for foreign workers. 


What happens is that foreign workers come into Lebanon as tourists, and Le- 
banon does not prevent such arrivals. However, these workers are quickly 
converted, by the agreement of employers. 


The general security departments are not supposed to allow these workers to 
come in unless by prior permission of the Labor Ministry, that is, labor 
permits are supposed to be provided in advance and they enter Lebanon in 
accordance with them, 
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However, we in the Labor Ministry are at present withholding permits from 
all foreign workers who enter Lebanon in an illegal manner, out of concern 
to offer jobs to the Lebanese first of all. 


[Question] Is there coordination between you and the general security de- 
partments in this context? 


Husami: Such coordination has not in fact existed, not just now but before 
the events. They told us in general security, for example, "Rely on investi- 
gations in giving work permits to foreigners," while in reality they are the 
ones who are supposed to investigate the entry of foreigners into Lebanon, 
whether through the airport or the ports. For our part, as I hive said, we 
give work permits to foreigners only afte~ confirming the validity of the 
work contract they carry and its legality in law. 


AL~KHALIJ: Is there coordination between you and the society of industrial- 
ists to limit the wave of unemployment? 


Husam: Such coordination existed before 1975. All the employers submitted 
their applications and we in turn guaranteed these applications in coopera- 
tion with the unions. Now, however, this sort of coordination is nonexistent 
because of the present conditions, the presence of "security zones" and the 
absence of security in the case of many workers. That is basically one of 
the most important reasons the unemployment crisis has emerged in this seri- 
ous fashion. 


AL-KHALIJ: There is the mati:er of arbitrary dismissal on the part of employ- 
ers. Are you doing anything to limit the wave of this? 


Husam: Dismissal cases are dealt with by us through study of the conditions 
causing the dismissal, in accordance with Article 50 of the amended labor 
law. If the dismissal is for purely economic reasons, that is, because of a 
deficit to which the employer has succumbed or because of a drop in his 
productive capacity, the matter of the dismissal is reviewed, and conversely 
the economic and social status of dismissed workers is reviewed. 


In these circumstances, we consider that most employers are suffering from 

an oppressive economic crisis as a result of the rise in prices of primary 

materials and the decline in Lebanese products’ ability to compete. There 
are factories which produce whose production is not disposed of. This conse- 

quently leads to the spread of the plague of unemployment. 


AL-KHALIJ: How do you as official agencies consider the issue of unemploy- 
ment should be dealt with, for the time being at least? 


Husam: There will be no solution to the issue of unemployment and all the 
other issues and crises Lebanon is suffering from before stability and secu- 
rity dominate all Lebanese territory and the production process returns to 
its former state, since only the creation of job opportunities will limit 
unemployment and the creation of job opportunities can occur only through 
the establishment of organizations. This has been held up now because the 
owners of capital do not dare to establish such organizations in the current 
circumstances. Therefore, we will see the crises becoming exacerbated in the 
context of the continuation of the war and the explosions and in the context 
of the absence of a comprehensive solution to this war. 
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MAJOR SHIITE FIGURE DISCUSSES ROLE OF ISLAM IN POLITICS 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 28 Jun 86 p 13 


{Interview with Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah: "The Times Cannot Tolerate a Vac- 
uum, and Islam Is Fit To Fill It, With the Failure of the Other Intellectual 
Currents" ] 


[Text] The spotlight has been trained on a single aspect of the personality 
of the learned man Mr Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah, and the other aspects have 
been unintentionally blocked off, owing to the failure totally to grasp this 
personality. Therefore, he has a predominantly political coloring. 


This conversation with the learned Fadlallah deals, as much as possible, 
with a number of issues revolving about Islam, its vision on dealing with 
politics, its view of the intellectual currents the region has gone through 
and is going through and the role of women in society. Herewith is the text 
of the interview: 


Between Politics and Religion 


[Question] Some people rebuke religious figures for being active in the po- 
litical area, and their explanation for the matter is that religious figures 
base themselves on divine values and principles, while political science 
defines the word "politics" as the art of lying. How can there be a reconci- 
liation with respect to this consideration? Is the religious figure's role 
in this instance one of guiding and providing direction only? 


[Answer] If we wish to study this theory, we must understand full well what 
the meaning of politics in religion is, and what the meaning of the word 
religious figure is. 


With respect to the first point, we must raise a question: why politics? 


We understand that politics represents a flexible practical system in more 
than one realm whose aim is to deal with such political issues in every 
nation's life as issues of government and the nature of government in the 
scale of justice, issues of freedom and issues of organization --the organi- 
zation of public relations in the society and the organization of public 
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relations with other peoples and nations. When we present this notion of 
politics, we feel that politics enters into the essence of religion, espe- 
cially the Islamic religion, because the Koranic notion of the basic goal of 
divine revelations was determined by the holy verse which said, "so that men 
might uphold justice.” This means that the goal in sending prophets and re- 
vealing books was a basic mission which existed in the life of man, that is, 
the championing of justice among people. We know that the issue of justice 
is the subject of more than one issue in people's lives, because it is con- 
nected to the nature of government everywhere, is connected to the issue of 
social relations among people and is connected to the issue of the relations 
which define the nature of the dominance of any entity, domestically or a- 
broad. Of course it is assumed that there are means and methods for making 
this sort of broad subject exist properly in the context of application, and 
the issue is raised through the Koranic notion on this basis. It is a miss- 
ion of divine revelations not to present justice as a subject for the appeal 
to religion but to present justice as a subject for the practical exercise 
by which the goal is achieved, because they say, "so that men might uphold 
justice.” This means that revelations are an appeal on behalf of the reali- 
zation of justice and of course the people who bring revelations must not be 
alienated from the course of application, because the people who present the 
notion must pursue it in the context of actual conditions, if they do not 
wish the presentation merely to be a declaration from above which represents 
nothing in the realm of reality. By means of this notion, we realize that 
the basic subject of religion is the establishment of justice among people, 
which makes it mandatory that there be practical means for realizing it, and 
this we can call politics in this regard. 


Islam has another specific feature, which is that Islam, in our understand- 
ing of it and in the natural understanding of the Moslems’ conception, de- 
fines life through its general program in the context of the question of 
rule and in the context of the question of Islamic law, which defines all 
people's affairs for them. [It is very natural that in order to provide focus 
for government and in order to apply Islamic law you must have a practical 
system which will cause people to act within the realm of application in a 
manner that is in keeping with the theoretical scope. Of course, people who 
are responsible for Islam through their human awareness are not isolated 
from this practical system, which in its totality is a political system. 


Our study of politics as a practical system for dealing with people's cru- 
cial affairs and our study of religion as a solution for people's general 
problems, including the crucial affairs, prompts us to feel that a compati- 
bility exists between politics and religion and that the issue of separating 
politics from religion is similar to an issue of separating something from 
its essence, or separating it from its core. 


The talk about the issue of the religious figure in politics is something we 
do not fully understand, because religious figures are people who have reli- 
gious learning and are in reality like other people. Why should we deprive 
them of their civil rights, regardless of whether or not religion is or is 
not the guardian of politics? They are citizens like others, have the right 
to think as others do, and have the right to try to give concrete form to 
their ideas about people as others do. Why should we seek to isolate them 
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from the course of actual conditions? They, like other people, are supposed 
to be negatively or positively affected by actual conditions and make pro- 
jections regarding actual conditions as many people do. 


There remains another issue, which is some people's statement that politics 
means lying, means manipulation and hypocrisy and means more than one line 
of conduct which is not in keeping with sviritual values and religious va- 
lues. However, we can assert, in this regard, that the issue of your practi- 
cal system is determined by your personality and your style of behavior and 
is determined by the stands you take when you act. When we study the issue 
of Islamic legislation, we find it realistic, and when it deals with peo- 
ple's lives it does not present forbidden things in an absolute way. 


Some forbidden things might be permitted in Isiamic law; lying, for ins- 
tance. Is there anything more loathesome than lying? If reforming people is 
contingent on your lying, you might be obligated to lie in order to prevent 
a calamity or in order to prevent a massacre, for example. Is there anything 
greater than the truth? The truth might perhaps be forbidden if speaking the 
truth could contribute to the killing of people. If someone comes to you who 
wants to kill someone, for instance, and you know where he is, you are for- 
bidden to speak the truth -- indeed, you must lie in this case in order to 
Save this person. The question of the provisions of Islamic law is subject 
to the question of what is most important. If the malice of a lie is strong- 
er, then lying is forbidden, and if the benefits from it are greater than 
the malice, then a lie might te obligatory or permissible. We know, with 
respect to Islamic legislation, that if infidels shield themselves with Mos- 
lem prisoners and victory cepends on our killing the Moslem prisoners whom 
the infidels have set in confrontation, it might be incumbent on us to kill 
the Moslem prisoners so that we can realize victory, and pay the blood money 
for them out of the pubiic treasury. 





If we study Islamic legislation we will see that the great issues put Isla- 
mic provisions into sharp focus through small considerations; therefore we 
do not say that the end justifies the means. However, we do say that in some 
cases the end exonerates the means. 


Regarding the issue of a practical system bearing on political reality, we 
night find more than one position in Islamic legislation through which we 
can arrive at a flexible political system which is not alienated from Isla- 
mic values, but is not frozen in an unrealistic aspect of life. 


Islam and Intellectual Currents 


[Question] The region has witnessed numerous intellectual currents. Until a 
short time ago Islam lagged behind them, but the present period is noting an 
obvious awakening of Islamic thought. What are the reasons for Islam's fail- 
ure to contribute in the past, and what are the features and significant 
aspects of the return of this force? Has this come about because of politi- 
cal factors or because of the failure of other intellectual currents? 


[Answer] We consider both points relevant as far as this subject is con- 
cerned. The Islamic current, which this Islamic awakening represents, 











considers Islam to be an issue of life in its entirety, and not an issue of 
considerations of worship or a specific moral code, 


The Islamic current has existed for more than 40 or 50 years, and it has 
been active on the stage since the era of the resurgence which set out, in 
the framework of Islam, over the ruins of the weakening or collapse of the 
Ottoman state. However, the issue is that there are two problems which this 
Islamic current faced: 


The first issue is the traditional current which harbored within itself the 
notion of Islam which confined religion to a narrow corner of man's aspira- 
tions and activity, turning it into a mere subjective mystical ideology 
which existed in a state of alienation from rcality with almighty glorious 
God and a moral ideology which organized some of man's general moral notions 
about life for him. This current was one which exerted pressure and con- 
fronted the conscious Islamic current, and closed many areas of action and 
movement off from it. 


The second problem is that the other currents, specifically the political 
currents led by the major countries, which do not allow an Islamic persona- 
lity to emerge in the context of political planning, worked to assert the 
backwardness of Islam and the individual view of Islam as a religion and to 
confront every aware progressive Islamic movement which proceeded to call 
upon Moslems to return to their Islam through a broad gate and not a narrow 
one, because the major countries felt that the takeoff of Islam, with its 
genuine notions about the subjects of freedom and the subjects of justice, 
might offer the many additional opportunities freedom of movement might pro- 
vide in the realm of the Islamic countries. For this reason they acted in a 
thousand and one ways to stir up domestic problems against this current and 
to stir up security and political problems at the same time. 


There is no doubt that the major countries were active in nourishing all the 
currents hostile to this one, that of Islam. There are also currents which 
might not have been connected to these countries but nonetheless were active 
in constituting an alternative to Islam in the arena. This problem, which 
advanced under the aegis of the major countries’ planning and was compatible 
with many currents which might or might not have had a connection with the 
major countries, created a political climate on the Islamic stage which iso- 
lated Islam from political reality as a general conception and isolated Is- 
lam from the comprehensive subject of life as an intellectual and legisla- 
tive platform. On this basis, the backward conditions of the people, the 
colonial conditions and the intellectual conditions which arose in accord- 
ance with a pattern of education by means of the universities the West had 
planted in its own way in the Islamic countries all contributed seriously 
and very greatly to shrinking the Islamic current into a narrow framework, 
so that if the experiment of colonialism which deluded the Islamic region by 
suggesting to it that its presence there was aimed at eliminating some con- 
ditions (as it had suggested to the Arabs that it had come to liberate them 
from the Ottomans and help them determine their future and their destiny by 
themselves, and other facts) took off, the diminution of the popularity of 
colonialism in the Islamic countries and the conversicn of peoples into more 
than one revolutionary movement in confronting colonialism, then the 














movement of such other currents as the Marxist, socialist or nationalist 
current or other regional currents which could not succeed in bringing their 
ideological premises to dominate people's situations and could not be con- 
verted into a real current in the minds of Islamic peoples and their actual 
conditions [verb omitted]. 


Of course, since this is the case, the times cannot tolerate a vacuum, and 
when the major countries’ cause became one that was rejected in the Islamic 
conscience, since it represented colonialism and hegemony, and when the oth- 
er currents’ cause also came to be rejected in the conscience of the people 
as it might be contradictory, differ or provoke some problems in the face of 
the people's commitment to their Islam on the one hand and the collapse of 
its experiment on the stage in the other hand, people aspired to something 
that would fill this vacuum and would bring into being an orientation for 
them in which they would not experience schizophrenia between what is reli- 
gious reality and what is political reality, and there occurred the new 
takeoff of Islam, which managed to realize great victories in the context of 
the revolution, in the context of the confrontation with colonialism and in 
the context of the presentation of Islamic programs in an intellectual and 
political manner which managed to achieve positive results in the framework 
of transforming the Islamic awakening into an Islamic intellectual current 
in the arena, not as a reaction but as the defeat or weakening of the other 
current, which gave the Islamic current scope to advance in its takeoff, 
which had started some time before. 


Western Education and the American University 


[Question] In the conversation, you pointed out that you were opposed te the 
presence of Western universities in the area. Could we say that you are 
behind the position regarding the American University in Beirut and that you 
are inclined to have it removed, for example? 


[Answer] When I referred to this subject, I was talking about the subject in 
terms of principle, in the sense that we consider that the system of educa- 
tion which has been propounded in the Islamic context is apparent through 
the West's dominance of the components of the Islamic situation. The systems 
of education represent the Western mentality vis-a-vis the method, content, 
movement and goals of education. 


We do not in reality suffer from complexes about opening up to and learning 
from all other civilizations in every educational, political and educational 
sphere, but the question which arises is that Islam has an educational plat- 
form regarding the formulation of man, and Islam also has specific theories 
which might clash with many of the notions Western civilization asserts ard 
considers points which are obvious and to be taken for granted as far as the 
view of man, the view of his role, the issues of his freedom and similar 
things are concerned. We in the [Islamic context differ from many of the 
notions of Western education regarding education and other things. When I 
made this observation I had not read the points that had been raised in the 
media concerning the effort to close down and weaken the Western universi- 
ties, and consequently the endeavor to shut them down in the Islamic areas, 
because when I talk about the Western style of education I talk about the 
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national universities as well, because their system does not differ from 
that of the American or Jesuit university or any other university. The dif- 
ference between the American, French or other universities or cultural cen- 
ters and the national universities is that the former universities, in their 
background, proceed from a specific political situation by which the inter- 
ests of these countries in these countries or others are nourished, while 
the national university does not involve this sort of thing, at least ac- 
cording to its nature and its positions. However, they do not differ from 
one another as far as the nature of the curriculum, the nature of the view 
of man, the nature of the treatment of the issue of Islam and religion and 
so forth are concerned. We are talking about the Western system of educa- 
tion, regardless of the university that applies it. The talk about the pre- 
sence of the universities and ways of changing the universities cannot be 
raised in this haphazard manner whereby you kidnap a professor or threaten a 
student. Isiam rejects these things as a matter of course because they can- 
not realize anything positive in the context of the plan, if you have a plan 
that is concerned with closing a given university, and they can provoke very 
many negative things regarding the nature of the image of Islam which is 
being presented on the stage. 


Therefore, we differ with the orientations of the Western university system, 
which proceeds from their system relative to education, and we differ with 
the political background of the American University and other Western uni- 
versities, but we do not find the approach which is being raised in the 
media these days against a given university to be practical. Rather, we say 
that any current which has confidence in itself on the stage can penetrate 
into the university in order to change the university from within by chang- 
ing its students and turning them into students who are in harmony with 
Islamic thinking. This is what we are thinking about, that is, that we 
should proceed in the direction of changing the structure of the university 
by preventing the university from influencing the students, by holding dia- 
logue with the students and by establishing an Islamic ideology among then, 
so that they will be persuaded, from their university situation, which gives 
them the freedom to think, that the matter is not as people present it to 
them. 


Women and Islam 


[Question] The issue of women, especially working women, preoccupies many 
people. While a large group is afraid that the Islamic wave might be at the 
expense of women, since it will result in women's returning to the home and 
depriving them of innovation and participation, what is your view of women's 
work? 


[Answer] This question raises a number of issues. The first is Islam's view 
of women. The document which falsehood cannot present in any way, which of- 
fers a brilliant idea about every theory regarding every aspect of life, is 
the Koran. When we study the Koran, we find that the Koran has in reality 
viewed women in their humanity and in the course of responsibility the same 
way it has viewed men. Therefore, it has made them bear responsibility in 
the negative sense at the same level as it has made man bear it. We find 
that the holy Koran does not distinguish between Adam and Eve as far as the 
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question of the beginning of original sin and the beginning of creation is 
concerned. It says that Satan talked to them both, that they ate from the 
tree together and jointly bear responsibility for what they did and that 
they descended to earth together without making women responsible for men's 
sin or placing their responsibility at a lower level than that of men. 


As far as the detailed side of the question goes, we see that when almighty 
glorious God talked about theft he said, "Cut the hands of the male and 
female thief and flog each of them a hundred times." He did not distinguish 
between adulterous women, saying that they should be stoned, and adulterous 
men, saying that he should spare them that, as would a backward society 
which holds women's aberrant conduct to be a feature of disgrace while it 
does not consider men's aberrant conduct to be on the same level. When we 
observe the positive side, we see that the holy Koran says, "God leaves not 
to waste the act of anyone of you who has done good deeds, male or female," 
and it talks about male and female Moslems, devout males and females, perse- 
verant men and women, humble men and women, and so forth. 


Almighty glorious God does not distinguish between men and women, and when 
Islam also brings the issue of strong men and weak men with respect to aber- 
rant conduct onto the stage, it presents strong women and weak women as two 
examples of men and women together. Almighty glorious God says, “God gave an 
example for those who were unbelievers. The wife of Noah and the wife of Lot 
were under two of our righteous servants, but they betrayed them, so they 
availed them nothing whatsoever against God; so it was said, ‘Enter the fire 
with those who enter.’ God gave an example for the people who believed in 
the wife of Pharaoh, when she said, ‘Lord, build a house for me in your 
presence in paradise, and save me from Pharaoh and his work and save me from 
the unjust people.‘" 


We observe that he gave an example of a strong woman who was able to rebel 
against all the places of temptation and luxury which confronted her, 
through her actual situation, in order that she would go astray. She was 
able to rebel, stand in a position of strength and proceed from the premise 
of her principles in this area. He presented a strong woman as a model which 
men could emulate and women could emulate. We can say, on the basis of that, 
that Islam might consider that weakness is inherent in women as a result of 
the nature of the strong emotion that exists within them at a level perhaps 
higher than that of men, in terms of their preparation for the business of 
motherhood, which demands a sort of attention to their femininity and atten- 
tion to the emotional aspect in their life (while it considers that there is 
a kind of weakness), that through this verse it gives us the idea that this 
weakness is not judgment of women and their fate and that they can work to 
rid themselves of this weakness by means of thinking, practice and experi- 
ence and turn into women who might be stronger than men and might be a high- 
er example men might emulate. 


As for the second consideration, which is that Islam wants women to return 

to the home and prevents them from realizing their human essence by partici- 
pating in human projects on more than one level, the fact is that this is an 
inaccurate view and might perhaps be an unfair one which arises from a lack 
of true understanding of Islamic policy in this area, by surrendering to the 














view which contemplates Islam through the Moslems’ backward state of af- 
fairs. We see, in Islamic legislation, that Islam does not consider a woman 
to be a wife in a marital home, a housewife, from a binding view of Islamic 
law, and a woman is not obligated to undertake any of the affairs of the 
home, even rearing of children, out of compulsion, since it does not consi- 
der that her practical role in the house is one that is binding on her in 
accordance with the marital relationship as a duty, since the husband would 
thereby be able to put pressure on her to restrict her freedom. Islam consi- 
ders that and indeed appreciates her for that, from the position that the 
marital relationship is founded on love and mercy and that she acts from a 
premise of chasteness in her personality, not from a position of compulsion 
regarding her work within the home. Islam considers that she has the right 
to abstain from working inside the home unless she has imposed that upon 
herself as an implicit or optional condition, within the marital contract, 
like any condition that is binding on anyone, and she can request a wage for 
that. Islam respects her work and considers it as work which entails a wage; 
she can receive a wage even for breast-feeding and things like that. On the 
basis of this view, how can we say that Islam makes it mandatory that women 
return to the home and confine all their powers within it? 


On this point, we might contemplate another aspect of the Islamic view of 
the role of the woman in the home. Islam does not consider that the woman's 
role in the home is a marginal one. Rather, it considers it a basic one, 
because the process of forming man, forming his thinking, forming his aspi- 
rations and forming his peripheral features is one of the basic things in 
the birth and growth of societies. Therefore, it wants women to feel that 
their role as mothers is a very important one, one which enhances their 
humanity and does not diminish it. Islam, in this area, seeks to be realis- 
tic and demands total involvement in this role through preparation of the 
total spiritual, practical and psychological atmosphere which could be a 
base for the success of this experiment from the human standpoint. This pre- 
supposes that there be a kind of planning for the relationship with the 
husband, planning for the relationship with the child and planning for the 
relationship with the entire environment which surrounds these people. This 
requires that they be fully occupied, intellectually and in practice, so 
that if they want to contemplate the practical side of life, they should be 
employees or working women. The issue is subject to a specific equation, 
which is that they cannot be devoted to both roles. Either they are defi- 
cient in their role as mother, which happens at the expense of the marital 
home and at the expense of the child, or they are deficient in their role as 
working people and employees, which happens at the expense of public af- 
fairs. It is very difficult for a woman to combine these two roles at a 
level which does not make one role prevail over another. That is what we are 
facing today in the area of working women, who experience very great suffer- 
ing in effecting a reconciliation with their motherhood and personality as 
wives. Islam considers women to be mothers, women to be wives and women to 
be workers, but in different areas. Proof that the matter of the home is not 
considered a bad one as far as women go is that if we allow women to work in 
departments or elsewhere, we will assign the work of the home to other wo- 
men, and assign the upbringing of children to other women. This means that 
we will have isolated women from the work of the home and have put more than 
one woman to work in that area. We know that that can contribute to more 
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than one economic, psychological and marital problem at the same time. The 
problem, as far as these things go, is that many people when they deal with 
matters like this view them from a single aspect and not from other ones. 
Islam wants the view to be integrated from all standpoints so that we can 
study all problems on the basis of the totality of the issue, not through 
its individual particulars. 


The third point is that the matter does not prevent women from being educat- 
ed and from participating in developing the course of science, does not pre- 
vent them from taking part in social issues and developing them and does not 
prevent women from entering the area of political activity in order to par- 
ticipate in that. We are guided in this by the holy Koranic verse which says 
"Some devout men and women are guardians, some enjoin what is good and for- 
bid what is evil.” Islam talks about the society of devotion through men and 
women and their task, which is to enjoin what is good and forbid what is 
evil. These are the two categories of all the public and private issues 
which exist in the context of people's life through Islamic legislation, 
whether they be social, political, economic or cultural issues or so on. 
Thus, in accordance with this view, we know that Islam has given women great 
freedom regarding their humanity, and has sought to have them act voluntari- 
ly, not under compulsion. Perhaps one thing which many people are not atten- 
tive to is that men do not have marital rights vis-a-vis women except with 
regard to the sexual relationship, and women do not have the right to deny 
men, so that men will not deviate in this regard. However, in other aspects, 
men have no rights vis-a-vis them, even with respect to the issue of their 
going out of the home. There are individual theories which state that women 
may leave the home, even without their husband's permission, if that does 
not negate the particular marital right. The important thing is that [Islamic 
legislation does not deprive women of life and society. 


As for the issue of covering the face, that is not necessary. What is neces- 
sary is that women go out chastely covered, so that they will show their 
face and the palms of their hands and cover the rest of their body, because 
Islam does not want women to experience the role of the female in the socie- 
ty but wants them to experience the role of the female human in the society, 
and does not want society to look upon them as females inciting people's 
passions but wants it to view them as human beings prompting respect. Of 
course this requires an atmosphere for this sort of view, and this atmos- 
phere is that women should not expose their beauty and temptations to people 
because such a display will create reactions within their psychology and 
among other people. 


The Poetic Schools: A Process of Evaluation and Innovation 


[Question] Few are the people who follow up the poetic aspect of your perso- 
nality, the times you have written poetry, the people you have been influ- 
enced by, the poetic schools you prefer, and the way the movement of poetry 
arose in the recent period. 


[Answer] I cannot remember myself when I was not writing poetry because I 


was writing poetry when I was 10 years old. I lived in the holy al-Najaf; 
al-Najaf, which is considered a city that contains the university of Islamic 
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jurisprudence, is held to be one of the great literary stages and has gradu- 
ated most of the great poets of Iraq, such as ‘Ali al-Sharqi, Muhammad Mahdi 
al-Jawahiri and so forth. The other poets have been influenced by those two 
one way or another. My presence in the holy al-Najaf where I was born caused 
me to be deeply influenced by the poetic atmosphere which existed in this 
stage and by the experiment which was active at that time. I contemplated 
Lebanese poetry and read from al-Akhtal the younger, Ilyas Abu Shabakah, 
Fawzi al-Ma'luf and many other Lebanese poets. Of course I read Shawqi, Ha- 
fiz, Mutran, Muhammad Taha and other Egyptian and Iraqi poets. Perhaps the 
poet by whom I have been the most influenced in my style was al-Akhtal the 
younger. I responded intimately to his poetic experience, but at the same 
time I followed the development of the poem in what is called free verse. I 
was perhaps, with some colleague poets of al-Najaf, one of the first people 
to write free verse in al-Najaf, and we published it in the Iraqi papers at 
that time. We responded intimately with the experience and criticized some 
of its examples, but we felt that al-Siyab's experiment was a great pioneer- 
ing one. 
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VARIOUS FIGURES ON LEADING DOMESTIC BANKS REVIEWED 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WAL-A'MAL in Arabic May 86 pp 98, 99 


[Article: "The Ranking of 15 Banks in 1985: The Lebanon and Emigrant Commu- 
nity Bank Is First and the Lebanese-French Bank Second" ] 


[Text] In 1985, basic shifts did not occur among the protagonists in the 
banking “arena,” notwithstanding some surprises which occurred for one rea- 
son or another. The fact is that banking competition has lost some of the 
flavor it had some years ago, perhaps as a result of the challenges which 
have begun to face the banking sector after 11 years of civil war and per- 
haps as a result of the shift which has occurred in the notions of expansion 
and growth, which have begun to take banking cover into consideration. 


In spite of that, AL-IQTISAD WAL-A'MAL has sought not to deviate from the 
course it has followed for a number of years and has resolved to carry out a 
temporary ranking of the figures to which it has easy access concerning the 
bank budgets posted at the end of 1985. It is providing them herewith, with 
reservations concerning errors which might stand out in terms of figures or 
ranking. 


Observations 

As every year, there are observations concerning the stipulated ranking with 
respect to budgets, volume of deposits or the volume of lending, some of 
which is public and the rest private. 

In the context of general observations, reference is made to the following: 
1. The figures provided by the banks are not final and consequently are 


subject to upward or downward modification, although these sorts of modifi- 
cations might not change the ranking by much. 


2. The ranking given the banks for 1985 is confined to the 15 banks whose 
names are listed only, though inserting other banks in the list might change 
the ranking, especially in the case of banks in seventh place and below. 











Table One: Ranking in Terms of Deposits (Value in Millions of Lebanese 
Pounds ) 


Name of Bank 1984 1985 Difference Rate 
Value Rank Value Rank of Growth 
(Percent) 

Lebanon and 6,341 1 10,594 1 4,253 67.1 
Emigrant Community 

Lebanese-French 4,628 2 7,179 2 2,551 55.1 
Lebanese Credit 3,466 4 6,400 3 2,934 84.6 
*Awdah 3,839 3 5,929 4 2,090 54.4 
Arab Limited 3,174 7 5,663 5 2,489 78.4 
Francebank 3,423 5 5,625 6 2,202 64,3 
Byblos 3,362 6 5,004 7 1,642 48.8 
Mapco 2,106 12 4,538 8 2,432 115.5 
Orient 2,545 8 4,315 9 1,770 69.5 
Beirut-Riyadh 2,195 11 3,980 10 1,785 81.3 
Beirut and the 2,216 10 3,815 11 1,599 72.1 
Arab Countries 

Mediterranean 2,253 9 3,765 12 1,512 67.1 
Nationale de Paris 2,095 13 3,383 13 1,288 61.5 
Saradar 1,658 15 2,705 14 1,047 63.1 
People's Credit 1,681 14 2,626 15 945 56.2 
Total 44,982 75,521 30,539 67.8 


3. A difference continues to exist among banks with respect to the sections 
on deposits. Public sector deposits might be taken into account in »ne bank 
and not in another, and the same is the case with respect to board members’ 
deposits. 


4. The figures bearing on the Bank of Lebanon and the Emigrant Community 
include its branches inside and outside Lebanon, while that does not apply 
to certain other banks which have branches outside Lebanon. 


Taking that consideration into account, it is possible to cite the ranking 
regarding budgets, deposits and loans in accordance with the tables pub- 
lished elsewhere. 
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Deposits 


With respect to the ranking of the 15 banks in the context of the volume of 
deposits, it is possible to present the following observations: 


1. No shift has occurred in first and second place, which were still held by 
Lebanon and the Emigrant Community and Lebanese-French, respectively. One 
should bear in mind that the difference between these two increased in mag- 
nitude in 1985 over 1984, 


2. Lebanon and the Emigrant Community, with its branches abroad, has become 
the only bank whose deposits have exceeded the level of 10 billion pounds. 


3. The Lebanese Credit Bank occupied third place, in place of ‘Awdah 
Bank, which went into fourth in 1985. 


4. The Byblos Bank, which was in fifth place in 1984, became the seventh in 
1985, and its place was taken by the Arab Bank Limited, which was seventh in 
1984, 


5. Concentration remained at its most intense in the context of deposits. 
The total deposits of the 15 banks came to 75,521,000,000 pounds, that is, 
accounted for 64.4 percent of total bank deposits, which at the end of 1985 
were estimated at about 117,225,000,000 pounds. 


6. A substantial portion of the growth in the volume of deposits can be 
attributed to the rise in the prices of foreign currencies and consequently 
the rise in the book valuation of these deposits in Lebanese pounds. As a 
result of this it is difficult to show the actual growth realized in each 
bank on the basis of the available data,. 


7. The highest rate of growth in deposits was achieved by the Mapco Bank, 
coming to 115.5 percent, followed by the Lebanese Credit Bank (84.6 percent) 
and the Beirut-Riyadh Bank (81.3 percent). 


8, The rate of growth in the volume of deposits in the 15 banks was high, 
around 50 percent as a minimum. This underlines the extent of the importance 
of the element of deposits in foreign [currency]. 


Loans 


In the context of the ranking bearing on the volume of lending to the pri- 
vate sector, one can present the following observations: 


1. The Lebanese-French Bank continued to hold first place another year, re- 
gistering a moderate growth of 30 percent. 


2. The major surprise was achieved by the Mapco Bank, which occupied second 
place in terms of lending, registering a record growth over 1984 totalling 
135.9 percent. 


3. The Bank of Lebanon and the Emigrant Community remained in third place 
and ‘Awdah Bank assumed fourth place, in lieu of Francebank, which then went 
into fifth place. 
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Table Two: Ranking in Terms of Loans (Value in Millions of Lebanese Pounds) 


Name of Bank 1984 1985 Rank Difference Growth 
(Percent) 
Lebanese-French 3,252 4,241 l 989 30.4 
Mapco 1,687 3,981 2 2,294 135.9 
Lebanon and the 2,232 3,137 3 905 40.5 
Emigrant Community 
"Awdah 2,344 2,925 4 581 24.8 
Francebank 2,167 2,851 5 684 31.6 
Orient 1,297 2,726 6 1,429 110.2 
Arab Limited 786 2,722 7 1,936 246.3 
Beirut-Riyadh 1,805 2,670 8 865 47.9 
Byblos 1,769 2,380 9 611 34.5 
Mediterranean 1,602 2,051 10 449 28.0 
People's Credit 1,282 1,588 11 306 23.9 
Beirut and the Arab 1,356 1,494 12 138 10.2 
Countries 
Lebanese Credit 1,190 1,400 13 210 17.6 
Saradar 1,000 1,299 14 299 29.9 
Nationale de Paris 737 986 15 249 33.8 


4, After Mapco Bank, the second surprise in ranking by loans was realized by 
the Arab Bank Limited which occupied seventh place, having been in 21st 
place in 1984. The bank's loans registered a record growth of 246.3 percent. 


This can be attributed to the Arab Bank's takeoff into the local market 
about 2 years ago, following the conservative policy it had pursued before 
that. 


5. With the exception of the two leaps realized by the Mapco Bank and Arab 
Bank Limited, it is to be noted that the growth of loans in the other banks 
was generally in balance and closer to the retention of positions than to 
growth, especially when one takes into account the accumulation of interest 
on unpaid loans and the rise in the prices of the dollar and foreign curren- 
cy. The Orient Bank, whose loans increased by 110.2 percent, is an exception 
to that. 
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6. The Bank of Beirut and the Arab Countries was the most conservative in 
lending policy, since its loans increased 10.2 percent, a limited increase 
when one takes the factor of accumulated interest into account. 


Table Three: Comparison in Terms of Balance of Accounts (Value in Millions 


of Lebanese Pounds) 
Name of Bank 
Lebanon and the 
Emigrant Community 
Lebanese~French 
*Awdah 

Francebank 

Arab Limited 
Orient 

Byblos 
Beirut-Riyadh 
Mapco 
Mediterranean 


Beirut and the Arab 
Countries 


Nationale de Paris 
People's Credit 


Saradar 
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1984 


7,613 


6,142 
4,656 
4,085 
3,712 
3,238 
4,064 
3,176 
2,601 
2,912 


2,534 


2,563 
2,195 


2,092 


1985 


12,648 


9,315 
7,012 
6,699 
6, 304 
6,259 
5,947 
5,534 
4,921 
4,486 


4,202 


4,171 
3,413 


3,205 
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Rank 


13 


14 


Difference 


5,035 


3,173 
2,356 
2,614 
2,592 
3,021 
1,883 
2,358 
2,320 
1,574 


1,668 


1,608 
1,218 


1,113 


Growth 
(Percent) 


66.1 


51.7 
50.6 
63.9 
69.8 
93.3 
46.3 
74.2 
89.2 
54.1 


65.8 


62.7 
55.5 


53.2 











SYRIA 


STATUS OF GOVERNMENT FRUIT, VEGETABLE TRADE REVIEWED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 4 Jun 86 p 7 


[Article by Jihad al-Ahmar: "The General Fruit and Vegetable Company: 581 
Million Pounds for Marketing in the 1986 Season" ] 


[Text ] AL-BA'TH had a meeting with Eng Samir 'Abd-al-Dayim, director general 
of the General Fruit and Vegetable Company, proceeding from the need for 
media attention to the citizen, first and last, and in an effort to provide 
a picture of "society" and the course of production within it. 


The conversation was focussed on prices, the provision of fruit and vegeta- 
bles in the framework of the company, preparations for embarking on the new 
season and lastly exports and joint agreements. 


Putting Citizens in the Price Picture 


Eng ‘Abd-al-Dayim said, "Our basic task is to protect the citizen in the 
area of supplies, whether he is a producer or consumer, and in carrying out 
the essence of the stipulation of the decree establishing the company, it 
always, throughout the days of the week, puts the citizens in the price 
picture, in terms of sales to the consumer citizen and sales to the peasant 
producer. In specifying price, care is taken that the cost of production 
parallels a feasible profit margin. This price is generally determined in 
advance, that is, either it is issued by the higher agricultural council or 
agreement is reached regarding it between the entities concerned in the par- 
ty and the government (the Ministry of Supply and the company) and the agri- 
cultural organization. 


"This applies to the purchase prices of basic commodities on which the com- 
pany declares its desire to conclude contracts for purchases from produ- 
cers.” 


Concerning description of the central pricing committee's role, the director 
general said, "This committee is made up of representatives of the regional 
peasants’ office, the General Federation of Peasants, the Ministry of Supply 
and Domestic Trade and the company. 


"The method for calculating the prices this committee sets is founded on 
average prices in five governorates which are major in terms of production 
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or consumption. These are the Governorates of Damascus, Aleppo, Hums, Lata- 
kia and Tartus. This pricing method is put in effect in the course of the 
fruit and vegetable marketing and its most important advantage is that it 
classifies producers, since it ties the price of purchases from them to the 
sales price of the commodity in the market. It has also been applied in the 
purchase of watermelons and grapes, and has given producers satisfactory 
results." 


Eng Samir 'Abd-al-Dayim went on to state that sales prices to the consumer 
are estimated in the supply bulletin the departments concerned issue in the 
governorates and these first of all and fundamentally show concern for, and 
take stock of, the interests of the consumer, their buying power and their 
living circumstances. The company offers them the commodities it handles 
packaged, sorted and committed to the supply bulletin. 


Protecting the Peasant and Consumer 


In response to a question on the company's plan and the new features in it 
and its preparations for the new season, the director general of the fruit 
company replied: 


"The company's plan is founded on the marketing and supply of fruit and 
vegetables in local markets, whether through local production or via the 
importation of commodities for which our local production does not meet mar- 
ket requirements or which are not produced locally. 


"This plan is set out after production and consumption indices are obtained 
and is basically aimed at protecting the two sides of the equation with 
which the company deals, the producing peasants and the consuming citizen. 


"In this regard the company strives to carry out the directives of the par- 
ty, the office of the prime minister, the higher agricultural council and 
the Ministry of Supply and Domestic Trade, which are aimed at implanting the 
company's role in the lives of citizens in economic and social terms by 
improving the level of service and performance in sales and purchase out- 
lets, increasing productivity, helping to realize higher degrees in the le- 
vel of price stability, preventing the exploitation of producers and provid- 
ing them with incentives to increase, continue and develop production. 


"The company's plan for 1986 stipulates the marketing of the following quan- 
tities of commodities shown below: 


Type Quantity 

Sweet potatoes 40,000 tons 
Onions 25,000 tons 
Apples 50,000 tons 
Watermelons 10,000 tons 
Grapes 5,900 tons 
Other fruit 3,000 tons 
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Tomatoes 64,000 tons 


Early vegetables 101,000 tons 
Green garlic 1,000 tons 
Dry garlic 3,000 tons 
Other vegetables 20,000 tons 


"This is at an estimated value of more than 581 million Syrian pounds." 
Great Preparations and Important Agreements 


Eng ‘Abd-al-Dayim, director general of the vegetable company, went on, "In 
terms of the preparations the company has provided, these are numerous. A- 
mong them, by way of example, not exclusively, are: 


"1. Providing the necessary containers for packaging production and distri- 
buting it among contracting peasant societies which play their part in dis- 
tributing them among contracting producers. 


"2. Providing the necessary transportation vehicles in cooperation with the 
entities concerned. 


"3. Opening purchasing centers in production areas and collection sites. 


"4. Granting contracting peasant producers money in advance for the agree- 
ments reached. 


"S. Providing storage warehouses. 


"6, Preparing personnel and technical experts accredited to engage in mar- 
keting by holding specialized internal training sessions for personnel as- 
signed to market fruit and vegetables. For the marketing of the current and 
coming seasons, we might point out that the company is at present collecting 
early vegetables from producer peasants in Latakia and Tartus, now that con- 
tracts have been made with the producing societies in these two governor- 
ates, the company has reached agreement to purchase the total production of 
the Euphrates Basin Organization and the total fruit production of the state 
farm organization in Damascus, and the company is on its way to marketing 
spring sweet potatoes from contracting peasants following conclusion of the 
contracting period announced for this. The company has also declared its 
readiness to make contracts for the purchase of a number of summer fruits 
(apricots, green plums, cherries, various varieties of peaches and so 
forth). 


"In addition the contacts are continuing, especially with the general fede- 


ration of peasants, with the goal of coordinating on behalf of grape, summer 
tomato and onion marketing." 
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Concerning our country's exports and mutual agreements, the director general 
said, "“Witn respect to the export of the country's fruit and vegetable pro- 
ducts, the company, in executing the decree on its establishment and in har- 
mony with the government's plan, is exporting the production surplus of 
these commodities, that is, is exporting the surplus to local consumption 
requirements, since the company meets all the country's requirements first 
of all then exports the surplus after that. 


A Mutual Agreement 


"In this area, the company has made advanced strides in finding foreign mar- 
kets to absorb Syrian Arab fruit and vegetable production, in spite of the 
intense competition in this field. 


"The company has succeeded in concluding a mutual agricultural product mar- 
keting and processing agreement with the Jordanian company as well as sign- 
ing mutual agreements on the basis of the barter of production with a number 
of suppliers. That is, the company exchanges the fruit and vegetables it 
receives from contracting companies and countries outside production seasons 
for commodities produced in our country which are surplus to local consump- 
tion requirements. For example, we pay the price of citrus fruit supplemen- 
tary to our market and consumption requirements with the surplus in sweet 
potatoes, garlic, onions and so forth. This entails great savings of foreign 
currency or productive yield." 


Eng Samir ‘Abd-al-Dayim added, "The value of the contracts the company has 
reached with foreign entities has come to about 45 million Syrian pounds. 
These consist of agreements to barter commodities, lemons, oranges and ap- 
ples for for sweet potatoes and other fruit and vegetables such as onions, 
green plums and garlic. The company has carried out the equivalent of 85 
percent of its year's plan in this regard. 


"This method of reaching contracts has great economic yield and in addition 
it is the optimum, sole means for disposing of the production surplus avail- 
able, since the company's task is to realize an economic yield as well as 
protecting production and producers and providing the fruit and vegetable 
requirements of the citizens and consumers." 


The Mechanical Sorting Center 


We moved from the department to the mechanical sorting center, Damascus 
branch, and met with Mr ‘Ali Sulayman. The aroma of fruit and vegetables 
filled the place. He quickly told us, "There are 500 male and female workers 
as you can see engaged in sorting. Approximately 1 million boxes and some- 
times more are provided per month by this manpower. These are distributed 
among 50 sales outlets belonging to the company branch, 46 complexes where 
the fruit and vegetables belonging to bakery and retail companies are sold 
and 50 consumer societies belonging to the ministries and government depart- 
ments. 


"In the month of May we distributed about 101 tons of sweet potatoes, egg- 
plant, lemons, zucchini, tomatoes, cucumbers, oranges, various vegetables, 
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onions, garlic and green plums in the showrooms and consumer complexes at 
the consumer price every day. However, 2,500 tons of tomatoes were distri- 


buted to the wholesale centers that May along with 950 tons of sweet pota- 
toes." 
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EVOLUTION IN NATION'S TOBACCO FARMING REVIEWED 


Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 4 Jun 86 p 7 


[Article by Muhammad al-Khatib: "Tobacco Growing, Between Decline in Dry- 
Farmed Strains and Development in Irrigated Ones" ] 


[Text] Tobacco growing is considered an important economic form of farming 
in our country, with the ongoing need for it for increasing local consump- 
tion. While the economic advantage of this crop has fluctuated with respect 
to dry-farmed strains, tobacco farming today has started to witness extens- 
ive development in the cultivation of irrigated strains (Burley and Virgi- 
nia) and conversely a corresponding decline in the cultivation of dry-farmed 
strains. 


Through a simple equation weighing the economics of these two varieties, we 
can become aware of the factors in the development of irrigated types and 
the decline in dry-farmed types. Each has its advantages and causes which 
have linked the economic nature of the tobacco crop to factors which help 
that crop or not, such as the criterion of economic viability or decline, in 
addition to the basic role which the General Tobacco Organization assumes 
(as a specialized economic institution) to provide factors aiding the devel- 
opment of this cultivation and reducing the difficulties which are keeping 
it from advancing to realize the principle of self-sufficiency as a direct 
goal, in order that the possibility of exporting this crop may be realized 
as a later goal. 


Tobacco Growing Areas 


Tobacco cultivation is distributed among a number of governorates where a 
suitable climatic environment exists for its cultivation and the departments 
and sections belonging to the General Tobacco Organization are distributed 
along with this cultivation. These are concentrated mainly in the Governo- 
rates of Aleppo, in the case of the northern region, Latakia, in the case of 
the western region, and Damascus relative to the southern region, where the 
growing oi tobacco strains that produce a good yield and have international 
marketing specifications in terms of quality and flavor resulting from expe- 
rience in many years of farming this crop is widespread. The strains of 
tobacco in the country vary with the diversity of the environment, climate 
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and agricultural plans of the General Tobacco Organization, since all tobac- 
co strains are grown in the coast area (Latakia and Tartus) in the | 
farmed and irrigated forms. These are: 


1. Dry-farmed strains: Shakk al-Bint, al-Tinbak, Yarlib, Basmah, Zaghrayn 
and al-Jashat. 


2. Irrigated strains: Burley and Virginia. 


The irrigated strains in the interior governorates under the Aleppo depart- 
ment are Yarlib, Basmah and Zaghrayn. The cultivation of the irrigated Vir- 
ginia strain has recently begun in an extensive inanner in the Governorates 
of Idlib and Hamah, especially on the al-Ghab plain. With respect to the 
Damascus area, farming there is restricted to the Burley strain only. 


The Agricultural Plan 


The process of carrying out the agricultural production plan for the tobacco 
crop is connected to the areas to which it has been decided to give permits 
for this crop, since their individual characteristics vary from one strain 
to another. The farming of the stipulated areas occurs in conjunction with 
the provision of agricultural plan accessories, especially requirements in 
the form of cutters and ovens. In general, total tobacco cultivation areas 
projected for 1986 come to 146,100 donums, broken down among the tobacco 
growing administrative areas in the following manner: 


Latakia, 90,100 donums, Aleppo, 44,000 donums, and Damascus, 12,000 donums. 
One should bear in mind that the plan for last year, 1985, came to 148,400 
donums and the plan for 1984 came to 153,500 donums, indicating that there 
has in general been a decline in the projected tobacco cultivation areas 
over successive years. However, these areas are restricted to certain dry- 
farmed strains and certain farming areas in particular. Conversely, there 
has been substantial development in the expansion of cultivation of irrigat- 
ed strains, especially the Virginia strain, whose cultivation started to 
expand and spread at the start of the eighties, to the point where the area 
for which permits have been granted for this strain came to about 16,000 
irrigated donums in 1985. If we take the working area of the Aleppo tobacco 
growing department, for example, we will find that there has been develop- 
ment in irrigated tobacco farming (Burley and Virginia) and dry-farmed to- 
baccos, since the area given permits for 1985 came to about 44,000 donums, 
while in 1986 they came to about 52,709 donums for both types. This develop- 
ment is matched by a decline in most of the other governorates for reasons 
which we will review shortly. 


Decline in the Cultivation of Dry-Farmed Tobacco 


From a review of tobacco growing figures projected on an annual basis, we 
found that there has been a decline in these areas in the dry-farmed strains 
only. This decline has its causes and justifications, as the development of 
irrigated tobacco cultivation has its justifications too. The expert Shafiq 
Zurayq, an investigator with the marketing committees in the Governorates of 
Latakia and Idlib, told us that the yield per unit of area has started to 
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decline with the repeated cultivation of the tobacco crop on that area, and 
in addition the price which has been set since 1980 for the purchase of the 
crop is no longer at all in keeping with production costs and the cost of 
accessories, and this has led to an orientation toward more economic crops 
such as citrus and apples in the coastal and mountainous areas, although 
this land is properly qualified for tobacco farming. Mr Zurayq cited exam- 
ples of that stating that the al-Akrad area produced one-third the tobacvo 
production of Latakia Governorate, but this production has declined today to 
less than one-fifth. 


There also are other reasons for the decline in tobacco growing in light of 
the rise in manpower wages and manpower migration from the villages to the 
towns. An example of that is that the number of women workers in the tobacco 
monopoly plant in Latakia comes to more than 3,000. Other experts we met in 
the tobacco buying centers also consider that there has been progress in 
farmers’ awareness and expertise through the provision of agricultural ser- 
vices, with some shortcomings in some technical considerations which require 
that the crop be protected from the effects of climatic conditions, although 
some farmers have ventured to harvest the crop before it ripens and there 
has been an intensification in the number of leaves on a single line. These 
things have a negative effect on quality, production and flavor, bearing in 
mind that the oriental tobacco strains need cutters which are covered a- 
gainst the sun, indeed must be exposed to the air only, especially the al- 
Barilib and al-Basmah strains, since this situation in countries which have 
made progress in tobacco cultivation, such as Greece, has come to the point 
where mobile cutters are used which come into and leave the storehouses as 
the climatic situations permit. 


Development of Irrigated Tobacco Growing 


In the preceding review, we considered it preferable to cite some of the 
factors which have contributed to the decline in the growing of dry-farmed 
tobacco strains, in the desire to compare those with the factors behind the 
development which has occurred in the farming of irrigated strains, espe- 
cially the Virginia strain. The Jisz al-Shughur and al-Ghab area expert, Mr 
Yusuf Kanifati, commented on this development by saying that it was a devel- 
opment that was unprecedented in any other crop and that the coming years 
would truly experience a real vevolution in the cultivation of Virginia to- 
baccos, especially in the al--Ghab, Mihradah and Jisr al-Shughur areas be- 
longing to the Aleppo agricultural department. Eng Muhammad Khawatimi, chief 
of the Virginia and burley cultivation section in the tobacco farming direc- 
torate in Aleppo, reviewed the development of the number of tobacco ovens 
which have been given permits in the area of the Jisr al-Shughur cultivation 
section alone by saying “The number of these ovens today, in 1986, now comes 
to 225, as compared with 154 ovens in 1985, since the number of ovens in the 
village of Wasit in the al-Ghab area alone came to 76. This produces the 
greatest quantity and farms the most extensive Virginia tobacco crop area in 
this region, in addition to the quality of production." In general, a single 
donum of this strain in the area will yield an income of 4,000 to 5,000 
Syrian pounds and a per-donum output ranging from 250 to 300 kilograms, in 
accordance with the tobacco organization's pricing, which was determined in 
1985 in accordance with the classification of a single type, 33 percent 
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medium and 13 percent mediocre. In the other areas, the per-donum yield of 
Virginia tobacco for this year came to 250 kilograms in the 'Afrin and Sati- 
ya area and to 116 to 175 kilograms in the al-Silmiyah area. 


Meetings in the Field 


Out of the desire to learn about the actual state of Virginia tobacco grow- 
ing and its development in the field, we met some farmers, including the 
farmer Hasan Khalid al-Hasan of the village of Tall Wasit in the al-Ghab 
area, who said, "In 1979 I started farming 4 donums of Virginia tobacco and 
when I became aware of this crop's high yield I erected a drying oven with a 
loan the tobacco organization gave me. Now I am farming 25 donums which have 
yielded a production that has come to 5,500 kilograms of Virginia tobacco 
this year. I received a price of 87,000 Syrian pounds for that, at an ave- 
rage price of 16 Syrian pounds per kilogram, while this area's yield from 
irrigated crops did not exceed 30,000 Syrian pounds in the past." 


Our brother Ahmad ‘Ubayd al-Jasim, production leader in the al-Ghab area, 
said, "I farmed 35 donums of Virginia tobacco, and their production came to 
383 bales of dried tobacco. I received a price of 232,000 Syrian pounds for 
that, with an average price of 19 Syrian pounds per kilogram." He added, "I 
am in constant contact with technicians in the tobacco growing section and I 
apply the instructions and guidance I receive carefully." 


Our brother Muhammad Sulayman al-Ahmad, overseer of the al-Ghab area, said, 
"Receptivity to Virginia tobacco growing originated in 1977, a single oven 
was erected in 1979 in the al-Ghab area, then permits were given for 35 
ovens in 1980, and after that the number rose to 72 ovens in 1981. Now the 
total number of ovens in the al-Ghab and Jisr al-Shughur areas has come to 
225, as a result of the appropriate price and the good yield of the Virginia 
crop when compared with other crops." 


Our brother Sami Amanah from the village of Joseph in the Mount al-Zawiyah 
area said: "Every year I grow the al-Barilib strain which thrives on dry 
farming. The area of this under cultivation this year comes to 12 donums, 
whose output has come to around a ton. The land I have is suitable for grow- 
ing this strain, and I provide production accessories in the form of ferti- 
lizer, pest control and the crop cycle. I received the sum of 12,000 Syrian 
pounds as the value of the crop, at a rate of 12 Syrian pounds per kilo- 
gram." 


Difficulties 


The cultivation of tobacco, especially its irrigated strains, requires the 
provision of production accessories at the right time, in addition to good 
expertise, in view of the interconnection of the crop's production stages 

and the negative effect which any shortcoming in a given stage will impose 
on the subsequent stages, starting with the cultivation of seedlings, then 
the irrigation of the crop and the provision of fertilizers and pesticides, 
passing through the harvest, cooking and drying and ending with its market- 
ing stage. Virginia tobacco cultivation in particular requires material and 
storage resources, since the expert Kanifati advises that one expand only 
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within the resources available to the farmer to prevent the production of 
bad tobacco and that it is necessary to apply the trilateral crop cycle, 
avoid farming vegetables of the eggplant family in the tobacco crop cycle 
and provide a suitable amount of nitrogenous fertilizer, because going to 
excess in that results in the growth of bigger seedlings at the expense of 
quality, taste and burning. Therefore the situation requires the provision 
of the requisite accessories, foremost among them irrigation water, since 
the Virginia strain requires eight irrigations per season as a minimum. 


On this point, many farmers have described their sufferings in obtaining 
irrigation water. The farmer Ahmad ‘Abbud of the al-Mansurah society said 
"All production accessories were available except for irrigation water, and 
we are dealing with the matter by excavating surface ponds which do not meet 
the requisite need." The farmer Musa Hammada said, “We rely on obtaining 
irrigation water in an illegal manner from the government irrigation canal 
on most occasions." 


With respect to the fuels used in tobacco ovens, most of the farmers use 
coke derived from byproducts of the petroleum refinery in Hums for this pur- 
pose, since they have found that it is more economic than fuel oil and gives 
better results. Therefore many of them suffer from a shortage in this commo- 
dity, which compels them to buy it from the black market at double the 
price. Some farmers also described their sufferings resulting from the 
shortage of certain pesticides at the appropriate times. The farmer Musa 
Hammadah said, "I paid 5,000 pounds as the price for pesticides at double 
the price from the black market since they are not available with the bodies 
concerned." 


From the technical standpoint, with the extensive development of irrigated 
tobacco strain cultivation and these strains' need for direct supervision 
and the provision of necessary care, the situation requires that technical 
and guidance resources exist alongside the material resources for carrying 
out service operations at the right times and supervising the application of 
crop cycles. Expertise is available, but not in adequate form, since the 
number of agricultural technicians is not commensurate with the villages and 
number of farmers holding permits for this cultivation, and in addition the 
necessary means of transport, in particular motorcycles, are not available 
to these technicians. 


Crop marketing activities are also experiencing difficulties as a result of 
the small number of buying centers and the absence of suitable locations for 
storing tobacco and housing employees. In addition, the number of lists 
which are to be made every day for marketing exceeds the experts’ capacity 
and capability, which leads to a delay in the delivery of the crop and con- 
sequently the occurrence of negative effects as its humidity increases and 
its quality deteriorates, especially if storage conditions are poor. 


Proposed Solutions 
From our presentation of some of the difficulties facing tobacco crop grow- 


ing in general and the Virginia strain in particular, there is no doubt that 
knowing the facts about the actual state of this crop in the field will show 
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us the beginning of the road toward a solution. As we have presented diffi- 
culties through actual conditions in practice, we would like to present some 
solutions proposed in the field as well by the bodies concerned in the to- 
bacco growing areas, since classification technicians and experts consider 
it necessary that the tobacco farmers plant seedlings at varying times, in 
stages, so that their maturation times will vary in the event cultivation of 
the crop expands, since these stages realize good results in terms of: 


Avoidance of general damage from attacks to the crop by diseases and in- 
sects. 


Reduction of the concentration of effort exerted to provide agricultural 
services during the growing stages. 


It is possible to break the crop marketing process down into purchasing cen- 


ters, which will reduce the difficulties of intensive classification for 
classification experts and for the farmers themselves as well. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


NAJIBULLAH CALLS FOR NATIONAL RECONCILIATION 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 21 Jul 86 pp 1-3 


[Text] Comrade Najib, general secretary of the PDPA Central Committee in a press 
conference, which was held yesterday in the palace of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs, answered the journalists’ questions regarding the decisions of the 19th 
plenum of the PDPA Central Committee. Comrade Heydar Mas‘ud, secretary of the 
PDPA Central Committee, was also present at this meeting. Furthermore, other 
officials of the mass media and correspondents from the capital, foreign jour- 
nalists residing in Kabul and press attaches of various embassies in Kabul also 
attended this press conference. 


The conference was conducted in a friendly and democratic atmosphere. At the 
beginning, comrade Najib made a brief speech and thereafter answered questions 
which were put to him by the journalists. Here is the complete text of the press 
conference. 


Dear Comrades! 


I am very happy to meet you. It is a source of pleasure to see you express such 
profound interest for the political life of the country. In turn, I promise to 
meet with you after each plenum and other similar events. At the Political Bureau 
we have agreed to hold a monthly conference with you in which our comrades Kesht- 
mand, Laeq, Nazar Mohammad, Yaqubi, Gulabzoi and others of our comrades will answer 
your questions. In the future those leadership members winom you want to answer 
your questions will be ready to do so. Comrade Mas'ud will be present at all our 
future press conferences. Like all the meetings of the Political Bureau, all these 
presss conferences will be held in a complete democratic atmosphere. 


Here I would like to say that the 19th plenum was also held in an atmosphere of 
solidarity and singleness. The work of the plenum is determined by true democracy, 
reconstruction, diligence, trenchancy and extensive consultation by the Political 
Bureau with the activists. 


At the aforementioned plenum 18 persons made speeches expressing their demands, 
genuine and constructive criticism and their firm belief in the final victory of 
the holy Sawr revolution and the mobilizing effect of the party. All the measures 
and decisions of the basic reports from the provincial committee plenums which are 
held in various districts will be duly supported. The participants of these 
plenums consist of members of the Political Bureau, the secretaries and members 

of the Central Committees. 











Question by the HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR correspondent: Reconstructing the 

party and government structure was one of the important issues which was dis- 
cussed at the 19th plenum of the PDPA Central Committee. Will you be kind enough 
to shed some light upon the implementation methods for this program: 


Answer: We talked a lot about restructuring party and our policy at the 19th 
plenum of the Central Committee. In this regard, two weeks from now there will 
be an article in the HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR. What I would like to say now is 
that reconstructing/restructuring would be nothing other than closeness to the 
people and execution of the promises. 


Question by the correspondent of CHITIKA News Agency of the Czechoslovak Social- 
ist Republic: What is the purpose of the expansion of the PDPA Central Committee 
as discussed at the 19th plenum? From what tribes, communities or ethnic groups 
will the new members be selected to represent the people? 


Answer: With due consideration to enhancing the leadership role of the PDPA and 
its Central Committee in the social and political life of the country, following 
the resolutions of the 16th plenum of the PDPA Central Committee, the 19th plenum 
expanded the composition of the Central Committee. At present, the PDPA Central 
Committee membership is composed of 147 principal and alternate members. Of which 
12 are workers, 7 members are farmers and 5 are women. As far as national compo- 
sition is concerned, there are 81 Pushtuns, 50 Tajiks, 5 Uzbeks, 3 Hezarehis, 3 
Baluchis, 2 Turkmans, one from Pash-e, one from Nurestan communities and one Arab. 


Right now, from the 147 principal and alternate members of the PDPA Central Com- 
mittee, 46 comrades are performing their duties in various provinces of the coun- 
try and eight comrades are doing so abroad. Thus we can say quite confidently 
that the members of the Central Committee of the PDPA can do a better job when 
they are selected from the communities, tribes or ethnic groups which they re- 
present. In addition, 30 people in the total composition of the PDPA Central Com- 
mittee have been selected for the inspectorate commission of the said committee. 


Question by HAQIQAT-E SARBAZ correspondent: According to the decisions of the 
19th plenum, how and to what extent will the reconstruction of the armed forces 
be carried out? 


Answer: This topic both as an important issue was dealt with in the principal 
report and other speeches of the 19th plenum in a comprehensive manner. As of 
the beginning of the current year certain specific measures have been taken with 
regard to improving the coordination of combat activities of the DRA armed forces. 
To this end, defense committees up to the level of provinces have been created. 
Likewise, intensified activities in regard to enlisting and attracting the youth 
to the armed forces is continuing, and for this reason, to our delight the number 
of volunteers for military service among the teachers and students have increased 
considerably. We can confidently state that we have had the greatest number of 
volunteers so far during the months of June and July. As you already know we've 
decisively begun our fight against military service deserters. This is a com- 
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prehensive undertaking. We've provided better living conditions for the soldiers 
and recently have increased the number of defense groups, revolution corps, etc. 
All these measures constitute our decisive outlook in strengthening the armed 
forces of the DRA and continuing our effort to buttress the armed forces to defend 
our frontiers. 





Question by HEYWAD correspondent: In the principal declaration of the plenum 

it has been explicitly explained that the People's Representatives' Assemblies 
have not yet become practical action organs as expected. Please, give us some 
explanation concerning securing the legal ard practical qualifications of the 
People's Representatives' Assemblies, their connection with the existing govern- 
ment organs and what decisions will be made in this regard? 


Answer: First of all let me talk about the elections. So far the elections for 
the vast provinces in the Hindu Kush regions have been carried out and about 10 
more provinces remain which are getting ready to go through the process of elect- 
ing the People's Representatives’ Assemblies. Throughout the country there have 
been about 2,000 such assemblies elected and as has been reflected in the 19th 
plenum and also as was pointed out by comrade Karmal in his television address, 
the elections are carried out in a free and democratic atmosphere and our approach 
to the matter of elections is substantially different from that of the monarchical 
regime. 





At present, any Afghan national [citizen], irrespective of his/her social status, 
ethnicity, gender or religious affiliation can, according to the law cast his 
vote in the local, village, district, subdistrict or provincial councils[assem- 
blies] election and/or can be accordingly elected if eligible. Our country is 

an amalgamation of tribal assemblies and executive assemblies truly emanate from 
people's power. This is the kind of power our people yearned for. Our people 
fought for this privilege and now that they've attained their goal they are not 
going to give it away. Of course there are certain economic, legal and financial 
problems in the reciprocal relations of the local organs with those of the govern- 
ment. For the purpose of resolving such problems, special local power branch or- 
gans have been created in the revolutionary council and that of the DRA's Council 
of Ministers. 


I recommend that you pay a visit to these branches and make yourselves familiar 
with their work. 


Question by ANIS correspondent: In order to improve the activities of the National 
Fatherland Front, what measures are going to be taken? 


Answer: More recently [I have on three occasions reiterated the viewpoint of the 
Political Bureau of the PDPA Central Committee on this subject, once in a meeting 

with the Central Council of the National Fatherland Front, once at the gathering 

for the fifth anniversary of the front and once in the principal report to the 

19th plenum. Here I have to say briefly that the fundamental duty of the National , 
Fatherland Front is to unify all the patriotic people, irrespective of their party 
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or societal affiliations; those people fight for national interests. These and 
other initiatives are what we come to expect from the National Fatherland Front. 
And so far very few groups and organizations have joined the ranks of National 
Fatherland Front. 


The National Fatherland Front is a public organization. My goal is to see any 
individual who would like to join do so. Through persistence and perseverance 
we can do and must do a lot of work. The more important thought here is the 
issue of management and collaboration. 


The leadership of the front has prepared its suggestions in this regard. They 
recommend a more prominent collaboration by all the relevant organs of the National 
Fatherland Front for implementing the all-including or sweeping activities. For 
instance, the National Fatherland Front will be the organizer and the principal 
initiator of discussions for the draft of the new constitution of the DRA. 


There is a certain proposal with -egard to the front to becoming as a coordinator 
of work/employment opportunities and training for job in various localities. 

This is a very interesting matter. Right not, this kind of experience is avail- 
able in Kabul. And we expect more initiative and energy from the front. With 
regard to the credibility and authority of this organization it is enough to say 
that the leadership of the front very recently held a friendly meeting with the 
USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium. 


Question by CHITIKA News Agency correspondent: Does the PDPA intend to continue 
its negotiations and reach a conclusion with the leftist democratic organizations 
which would like to join the PDPA? 


Answer: Yet, we intend to do so. It is a month now since we have set up meetings 
and made some contacts with the leftist democratic organizations so as to become 
familiar with their stance. Fortunately, so far two leftist democratic organiza- 
tions have joined the PDPA, three more such organizations are on the verge of 
joining and one organization has expressed its cooperation and support for the 
general direction of the realization of the revolution's ideals. 


Question by the correspondent of MELI'YATHAYE BARADAR magazine: In the principal 
declaration of the plenum there is a mention about the measures concerning the 
social, economic and cultural growth of the ethnic communities of our country with- 
in the framework of the 5-year plan. What are these measures? 


Answer: This is a complex issue. The Political Bureau has a specific program 
for resolving national issues. However, this program is going to be implemented 
step by step. Of course without haste this can be done. Logic tells us that the 
solution of this issue rests with the total social and economic growth of the 
country. Economic and cultural backwardness of some of our regions are the prin- 
cipal cause or impediments for resolving this national issue. Nevertheless, as 
we have stated in the 19th plenum, right now we can resolve some of the issues 
quite easily. For instance, we can conduct classes using each region's mother 








tongue, expand circulation of our publications, radio and TV programs by using 
the specific region's mother tongue. A simple look at the content of some of 

our magazines and newspapers would tell us that we need to intensify our efforts 
towards the growth of our national culture and folklore. It would be a good idea 
if the government's cultural committee of the DRA and the government's radio-TV 
and cinematography committee started ethnic communities’ amateur collective pro- 
grams. However, it should be emphasized that the main objective of such programs 
ought to be economic growth, consolidation of the ranks of the farmers, tradesmen 
and stockbreeders of each and every ethnic community, no matter how small. 


Question by TASS News Agency correspondent: In the documents of the plenum an 
emphasis has been made on national reconciliation. Will you please explain how 
this national reconciliation is going to be realized? Furthermore, how do you 
assess the clerics’ share in this national reconciliation? 


Answer: This issue is one of our most important duties, I can go so far as to 

say that all we do or intend to do will be dependent on this issue. We must re- 
solve this fundamental issue and find a way to reconcile the members of a village, 
a community or a family and learn what causes the people to be at variance with 
one another and try to avoid or eliminate it. On the basis of a suggestion by 
the Supreme Council of the Clerics and Scholars of the DRA we created a special 
commission for national reconciliation and we have placed great significance on 
this commission. 


So far as the role of the clerics is concerned, I have to point out that the 
role of our patriotic clerics in the revolutionary process is extremely signi- 
ficant. The party and the revolutionary government will make every effort to 
insure favorable conditions for the performance of religious precepts and to 
facilitate the work of the clerics and seminarians. Likewise, every effort will 
be made to improve the material status of our clerics, carry out the repair of 
the mosques and provide other facilitating means for observing the pertinent re- 
ligious rites by the Hajj pilgrims. We must resolve the creation process of the 
Islamic institutes and consult our clerics about their activities. We are real- 
ists and know that our people are religious. Our clerics support the revolution 
and it is for this reason that the counterrevolutionaries inflict blows on the 
patriotic clerics. It is quite necessary for us to utilize the support and re- 
conciliatory posture of various faction leaders who are leaning toward us and 
likewise actively use the reconciliatory tendencies of the victims of the psy- 
chological war of imperialism and reaction. 


Question by the correspondent of PAMIR publication: Self-criticism and comple- 
tion of work comprise some of the principal thoughts of the 19th plenum. Will 
you please elaborate on that? 


Answer: Here I would like to repeat your question and expect you to accept it 
as your answer. We support self-criticism, unity of words and deeds and finish- 
ing of the work which has already begun. In this regard, we've published a spe- 
cial pamphlet and you will all receive a copy now. Comrade Mas'‘ud, will you 
kindly arrange for its distribution: 
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Question by the TV correspondent: At the plenum it was decided to exert more 
control over the economic activities. Will you please give us some explanation 
regarding the practical methods of further control over the subject at hand? 


Answer: Let's see how we understand the control over our economic growth. In 
the first place, the role of the party members who are engaged in the production 
area is of significance. Similarly, proper attention by the party committees to 
the issue of transport and construction of industrial plant, etc. is very impor- 
tant. For instance, the construction work on the Pol-e Khamri Cement Plant has 
started. All the party members must assist this venture through their volunteer 
services. Our television networks can dispatch their correspondents to various 
parts of the country to explain to the people the true mission of the revolution. 
These networks can station their permanent correspondents in certain areas to 
explain the goals of the revolution to the people and the PDPA Central Committee 
can send its competent employees to do so. In the above-stated example I showed 
methods of our political leadership over the economy, and where we talk about a 
specified situation or a certain condition any one of you can make the difference 
by helping us in our efforts. In this special case I ask all of you to extend 
your assistance so that we can build our cement plant as soon as possible since 
without it we cannot take the first step in constructing any building. Cement 

is the very nourishment of construction itself. Moreover, such ministries as 
the Light Industries and Foodstuffs and that of Commerce and the Central Council] 
of the Farmers Cooperatives are among the organizations which can help promote a 
better understanding. 


Question by the correspondent of BAKHTAR News Agency: Please give us some ex- 
planation on the new constitution of the DRA! 


Answer: I think this question can best be answered by comrade Karmal who heads 
the Draft Commission for the constitution. However, I can say that the Political 
Bureau of the PDPA Central Committee has so far revised the draft issue of the 
constitution three times and there is the possibility of doing so once again. 

The Central Committee will make every effort so that the discussions on the con- 
stitution draft are carried out in a free and democratic atmosphere with proper 
consideration to the customs and traditions of our nation. 


Question by the correspondent of DEHQAN newspaper: What definite measures will 
be taken against those individuals who misuse or prostitute public property, 
particularly if they are members of the PDPA; likewise, what steps will be taken 
against those individuals who accept bribes and engage in corruption and similar 
other practices? 


Answer: Why are you asking the question in an independent form? Right now the 
work is underway to remedy the situation. I can go so far as to say that certain 
pertinent decisions have been made and the party Control Commission of the Central 
Committee is very diligently at work. I can cite you some facts by the party Con- 
trol Commission of the PDPA: In the general management office of Takhar which is 
in charge of public provisions, an equivalent quantity of 30 pounds of yellow peas 
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with a value of 1,145 afghanis has been misappropriated. A number of party and 
government employees of Takhar were involved in this offense and the matter will 
be resolved by the Central Committee accordingly. 





Similarly, according to inside information from Kamaz Transport Department, an 
amount of three million afghanis have been misappropriated by that office in 
1364 [21 March 1985 - 20 March 1986] in the process of purchasing auto parts. 
Likewise, in the Province of Qonduz in 1364 an amount of 61 million afghanis were 
misappropriated. 


In a like fashion, during 1364 at the Gin and Press Plant of Balkh Province mis- 
appropriation of 150 million afghanis was discovered and the matter was referred 
to the local legal authorities. 


Some of the legal and judicial authorities take certain measures against the 
aforementioned thieves and embezzlers, however the action of these authorities 
is neither swift nor decisive. One can say that we had a more severe punishment 
for such crimes before the advent of the revolution. For instance, I recall the 
case of a teacher who was imprisoned for filching one kilogram of flour. 


What each one of you can do in either case is to expose the action of any embez- 
zlers and do so with those authorities or organizations which are not decisive 
in their action against these individuals. 


Question by the correspondent otf Radio Afghanistan: What is the policy of the 
plenum with regard to the protection of the frontiers? 


Answer: This subject was recently investigated in detail at the meeting of the 
Defense Council and some specific decisions were made in this regard. When I 
talk about the protection of the borders, certain pictorial narrative crosses 

my mind. Some people wait until there is a torrential rain rushing down the moun- 
tain-side and then begin to build a dam. Can they not build the dam beforehand? 


Our frontiers share a similar situation. Our enemies transfer a large number 
of their agents equipped with modern weapons to Afghanistan and after they have 
entered our land we begin our combat and defensive operations. Does it not seem 
more logical to fortify the gates of our borders with reliable locks? If you 
ask me to express in one word the most fundamental duty of our present time and 


the major political and military task ahead of us, I would say it is our frontiers 
and their protection. 


Question by the correspondent of NOVOSTI Press Agency: [n the 19th plenum ac- 
cording to the unconditional execution of the laws of the DRA the Legal existence 
of other groups and organizations which do not belong to the total composition of 
the PDPA and the National Fatherland Front is going to be recognized accordingly. 
Will you please explain the particular characteristics of such groups and/or or- 
ganizations? 
Answer: Once more I would like to repeat that we are ready to officially recog- 
nize any group and organization, even though they do not belony to the total com- 
position of the PDPA, but they work according to the laws of the DRA. 
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Question by the correspondent of KABUL NEW TIMES newspaper: Will you please 
explain the prospect of a peaceful existence with Afghanistan's neighboring 
countries. 


Answer: As has been noted in the 19th plenim, with regard to this issue certain 
progress has been made. Right now, another phase of negotiations between Pakistan 
and our country is in the offing. If other parties to the negotiations do not 
limit the continuation of the talks dependent on withdrawal of the Soviet troops 
and so forth, many of the fundamental issues could be resolved between the two 
countries in the upcoming round of negotiations. However, the capitalists think 
only in terms of continuing the war and nothing else. Yesterday in a news report 
in the HAQIQAT-E ENQELAB-E SAWR I read something about the meeting between the 
president of Pakistan and Reagan where the latter stated that Islamabad can de- 
pend on the political and economic assistance of the United States for its war 
against Afghanistan. 


Once more we would like to reiterate the fact that as before, the DRA will sup- 
port a peaceful solution to the issues which have caused conflicts between our 
government and the neighboring countries. The people of Afghanistan feel a sense 
of friendship towards the Pakistani nation. We look forward to seeing the re- 
lations between the two countries return to normal as soon as possible. 


Question by the correspondent of DERAFSH-E JAVANAN: There is a lot of talk 
about you in the West. Please give us a little of your personal history: 


Answer: I am 39 years old, though it might surprise you: I was born in a house 
close to the present building of the PDPA Central Committee. My wife is a school 
teacher. We have three daughters. We live in an apartment in the neighborhood 
of Makruryun for seven years now. I have been a member of the party as of 1344 
{21 March 1965 - 20 March 1966]. Before and after the advent of the revolution 
I have been in charge of various duties in the Central Committee. I have also 
worked in the Kabul's Civic Committee. I served as ambassador of the DRA in Iran, 
thereafter I began my services with the PDPA Central Committee in the Ministry of 
State Security. I've always carried out the duties which the party assigned to 
me most conscientiously and honestly. I am a medical doctor and am very proud 
of my profession.  % am extremely happy to carry out my duties as the general 
secretary of the PDPA Central Committee. Through my present job I can help a 
much larger number of people than before. 


Question by the correspondent of KABUL NEW TIMES newspaper: Will you please 
talk about the comprehensive assistance of the USSR to Afghanistan? 


Answer: The present press conference should have started with this question. 
The assistance of the Soviet Union to the Afghan people and revolution is com- 
prehensive and unparalleled. Any Muslim who receives a favor, say a few drops 
of water on a very hot day, will be very thankful to the donor. Then how can 
we not be appreciative of the assistance of the Soviet Union which extend its 
help to secure our independence, national sovereignty and provide other forms 











of assistance to our country in the areas of education and economy and when its 
best children sacrifice their lives for our country. Only a big brother can 
provide such great assistance. Therefore, here we are not only talking about 
friendship, but brotherliness as well. Perhaps on certain occasions or under 
certain circumstances we do not properly utilize these extensive and genuine 
helps. Only our hard-working people know how much work goes into producing wheat 
or working with or running certain machinery. We must genuinely exert more care 
and control over the transfer and distribution of such gratis assistance to our 
people so as to make them realize the depth and breadth of these favors. We must 
encourage and enhance a more appreciative and respectful attitude among the party 
members and other people toward the friendly assistance of the Soviet Union and 
we must feel proud to be able to ever enhance the level of this friendship fol- 
lowing the bequest of the great Lenin and advice of Amanollah Khan. We sincerely 
appreciate the leaders of the USSR headed by comrade Mikhail Sergyevich Gorbachev 
for their humanitarian and friendly endeavors toward protecting and strengthening 
world peace and expanding thier fruitful cooperation accordingly. 


Question by the students of the Social Sciences Institute of the Central Committee: 
When and in what form will the history of the PDPA be printed for publication? 


Answer: We explained the need for a brief history of the party at the 19th plenum 
and at the moment a working team was formed which will soon begin collecting re- 
levant materials regarding the subjects. The Central Committee is asking all 

the previous and current members of the PDPA to send their memoirs/reminiscences 
to the said committee so that they can be compiled in the form of a brief history 
of the party. Here I would like to stress our duty for publishing a brief history 
of the party. 


Question by the correspondent of IZVESTIA in Kabul: The news of the trips by the 
members of the PDPA, namely the members of the Political Bureau and the Secre- 
tariat of the PDPA Central Committee and other members of the revolutionary coun- 
cil for the purpose of explaining the measures/decisions of the plenum of the 
PDPA Central Committee to the people in various provinces of the country has ap- 
peared in mass media. During such trips, the responsible officials of the party 
and the government travel to the remotest areas of the country to explain the 
goals of the party and the government to the people. Will you please explain 
whether such measures are going to be adhered to permanently? 


Answer: As it has explicitly been pointed out in the 19th plenum our hard-work- 
ing people persistently ask our revolutionary party and government to emply every 
effort to stop bloodshed and establish an atmosphere of peace and reconciliation 
throughout the nation. In reality, the basic elements of the reconstruction of 
the party and its policy consist of devoted and continuous efforts to realize 
this vital and justified wish of our people. For this reason, the party and 
government leaders have been duly instructed to travel far and wide throughout 
the country not only to explain the decisions of the 19th plenum to the people 
but also to listen and hear their views and problems accordingly. 


53 





This is not a temporary thing and such visits and travels will continue in the 
furture as well. 


Question by the correspondent of the DRA Television: The trial in absentia of 

some leading figures of the counterrevolutionary bands who are accused of treachery 
and perfidious crimes against the country and the people is going on by a special 
revolutionary court of the DRA. Obviously, the people particularly those indivi- 
duals or families who have been victims of the savage crimes of counterrevolu- 
tionaries are decisively asking the revolutionary party and the government to 
uproot and eradicate these bands and bring the criminals to justice. Will you 
please explain whether or not any decisive measures with regard to eliminating 

the very roots of the counterrevolutionaries will be duly taken in order to create 
a more favorable living conditions for the people? 


Answer: Naturally, we will deal with those deceived individuals who have not 
deliberately acted against the people and the revolution with moderation. How- 
ever, we are perfectly determined to eliminate the criminal and mercenary band 
leaders altogether. 


Are there any more questions? 


Once more I thank everyone and promise that our future meetings will not be 
accidental, but very systematic. 


I wish you all success. 


12719 
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Significance of Strengthening the border Patrol/protection forces and making 
the frontiers Of our country impenetrable by the enemies, stated: The Central 
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Another important issue which should be considered is attracting as many militia 
as possible, or enlisting the services of many more local and tribal forces which 
could be regarded as a great supportive force for the protection of our frontiers. 


In this regard, in the grand and historical assembly of the people's represen- 
tatives and the grand tribal assemblies the protection of the frontiers has been 
emphasized as one of the basic duties of the people in safeguarding the borders 
against infiltration of the enemies and there are certain clear obligations which 
have been duly pointed out in the relevant documents. Thus, in a word, all the 
party organizations, government organs, other social establishments and each and 
every patriotic citizen has to shoulder the realization of this ponderous duty. 


The complex execution of all these duties, which calls for the cooperation of the 
armed forces of the DRA, those of tribal and other local forces, all indicate the 
peculiar significance of the implementation of our endeavor towards creation of 
an impenetrable stronghold against infiltration of the counterrevolutionaries in 
our dear country, Afghanistan. Here it should be explained that all the assem- 
blies [or councils] of the people's representatives, which are directly respon- 
sible for specified duties, are hereby obligated to carry out this great task 
with initiative and vitality and, most important of all, with a supreme sense 

of reorganization of the forces. 


All the actions and measures in this resistance movement ought to be reorganized 
in such a manner as to prohibit the infiltration of the enemy in our country and 
create conducive conditions for peace, life and work for all the inhabitants. 


The commanders and other personnel of the armed forces who are responsible for 
the operation of a certain frontier area are to be able to reach their zone of 
responsibility in the shortest time possible and give priority to meet their needs 
with promptness. In such cases, the responsibilities must be properly defined. 
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"COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES' REPORTEDLY CRUSHED 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Aug 86 p 2 


[Text ] 


KABUL, (BIA)— 

As a result of the com- 
bing operations by _ the 
armed forces in the areas 
of Wardak province, a 
number of counter-revolu- 
tionaries who had distur- 
bed the peaceful live of 
the people of the province 
were crushed and their 
bases including 16 hide- 
outs destroved . 

Two rocket: launchers, 
various types of arms in- 
cluding 25950 bullets, 80 
mortar shells, 15 anti-tank 
and anti-personnel mines, 
were also seized by the 


armed force$ in the opera- ' 


tion. 

Also, a number of coun- 
ter-revolutionaries were 
crushed and 113 mortar 
shells several weapons of 
various types, and 11 anti- 
tank and anti-vehicle mi- 
nes confiscated in an ope- 
ration of the armed for- 
ces carried out with the 
cooperation of the _resid- 
ents in the localities of 
Kandahar province. 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/471 


According to another 
report, as a result of the 
operation of the armed 
forces of the country - in 
Narai area of Khost divi- 
sion, Paktia province, so- 
me bandits including one 
of the ringleaders of the 
so-called ‘“Hezb-i-Islami”, 
named Gul Afzal were cr- 
ushed and a lrage quant- 
ity of arms and ammun- 
ition confiscated. 


Also, the armed forces 
of the DRA organized re- 
cently another mopping 
up operation in Sinjedak, 
Takht-i-Rustam, Abrali 
and Khwaja Ismael vill- 
ages of Samangan _ prov- 
ince. A number of bandits 
including six ringleaders 
of Harakat-i-Engilab-i-Isl- 


ami and Islami bands by 


name Mullah Adina, Za- 
bet Shujauddin, Kamal- 
uddin, Nematullah, Mus- 
ulman Qul and Qader, 
were routed. Eleven Am- 
erican and Chinese made 
arms of various _ types, 
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one rocket launcher with 
nine rockets. one heavy 
machinegun including 
five boxes of bullets, 13 
anti-tank mines. 6 bags 
of explosives and some 
anti-state leaflets and do- 
cuments were also seized 
by security forces in the 
operation. 

Recently, a number of 
counter - revolutionaries 
were crushed and one 
Chinese ynade_ wireless 
communication unit wi- 
th one box of equipment, 
mortar with shells, anti- 


‘vehicle mines, shells of 


recoilless cannon, ground- 
to-ground rockets, shells 
of rocket launcher, expl- 


osive device unit and 
other different. weapons 
and ammunition as_ well 


as explosive, were conf- 
iscated in a combing op- 
eration carried out by 


the armed forces in the 
areas of Paghman distr- 
ict. , 2 











MILLI BUS ENTERPRISE 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES i 


[Text ] 


Transporting over 166 
million people and mak- 
ing an income of 
265,133,700 in last 15 mon- 
ths, Milli Bus Enterprise 
has overfullfilled the 
plan by 12 percent. 

Workers of the enterp- 
rise, organising crash wo- 
rks, plan could raise the 
income of their enterprise 
by 16 per cent in the first 
quarter of this year co- 
mpared to that of the’ 
corresponding period of 
last year. 

The state has given a 
subsidy of over Afs seven 
million in the last 15 mo- 
nths to this no-profit-see- 
king institution in carry- 
ing out transport servic- 
es for the public. 

It is the only transpor- 
tation institution that ch- 
arging only one Afs_ for 
the transport of a per- 
son, transports Kabul 
citizens from and to 
all parts of the city. 

There are 79 trolley bu- 
ses among the 628 buses 
of this institution. For 
the expansion of its ac- 
tivities Milli Bus Enterp- 
rise has purchased rec- 
ently 400 buses froin the 


EXCEEDS PLAN TARGET 
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friendly country India 
out of which only 128 ha- 
ve been delivered to Afg- 
han side and the rest 
will be delivered in the 
near future. 

In the work competit- 
ions which have been la- 
unched last year among 
the transport institutions, 
Milli Bus won the first 
position and received ho- 
nourory and transferable 
banner of the PDPA CC, 
DYOA, Council of Minis- 
ters of the DRA and Ce- 
ptral Council of TUs. 

Workers of production 
and mechanical sections 
of the enterprise vowed 
that they by using sec- 
ond hand spare parts, will 
reactivate 24 inactive 
LIAZ buses economising 
Afs:18 million for their 
institution. 

After the implementat- 
ion of the first five year 
plan the enterprise will 
become a big complex for 
meeting the transport ne- 
eds of cities and provin- 
ces. 

For the realization of 
this cause construction 
work of workshops com- 
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plex has been commenc- 
ed recently in the first 
pert of Khairkhana Me- 
na. With the complet- 
ion of this complex, many 
too!s and spare parts need 
by the enterprise, will be 
produced inside the cou- 
ntry. 

Like wise the activity 
of trolly buses will cover 
broader area after the 
implementation vi the 
said plan and putting in 
to operation of 100 more 
trolley buses in the first 
and third parts of Khair- 
kana Mena, Kabul city. 

Thechnical and driving 
courses have been set up 
in HS 1362 by the enterp- 
rise for the elevation of 
technical skills of workers 
and drivers. And 140 pe- 
rsons graduated from the 
said courses. 
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Also a complementary 
school has been establish- 
ed in HS 1363 in the ente- 
rprise and the workers af- 
ter graduating from the 
literacy courses of the 
enterprise are enrolled 
in this school. Now 72 
students are attending 
the school. 

A kindergarten, a hea- 
Ith clinic, consumer coo- 
perative, a modern kitch- 
en and a hath have been 
set up recently for the 
improvement of working 
and living conditions of 
workers of the enterprise. 

Workers of enterprise 
in addition to their act- 
ive participation in self- 
defence group and safeg- 
uarding their institution 
have participated in co- 
mbing up operations — in 
Panjshir, Paghman = and 
Wardak fronts for ensur- 
ing peace in the said re- 
gions. 
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OIL, GAS EXPLORATION PROJECTS DETAILED BY OFFICIALS 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 22 Jul 86 p 2 


[Text] Exploitation of oil and gas and its effective utilization under the 
existing circumstances is of vital importance to our national economy. With due 
consideration to this fact, comrade Najib, general secretary of the PDPA Central 
Committee during his trip to Balkh Province at a meeting called the attention of 
the responsible officials of the party and the government to the implementation 
of the 5-year plan in the area of oil and gas exploration and other similar pro- 
jects. 


Natural gas is one of the valuable export items of our country. In the first 
5-year plan it is explicitly made clear that an important task of the government 
for the next five years is the exploitation of gas to the utmost extent possible. 
It is predicted that up to 6,000 tons of condensate gas will be exploited annualy 
and a gas condensing plant with an annual capacity of 4000-tons for the production 
of other derivatives such as gasoline and fuel oil will be put into operation. 


In the agreement signed by the governments of the DRA and the USSR on 27 August 
1985 for technical and economic cooperation, great emphasis was made on geological 
activities and exploration of gas mines in the northern regions of Afghanistan 

for the purpose of increasing production of this important material during the 
years 1986-1990 from the existing and new mines. Furthermore, the completion of 
the new gas complex for pertinent activity of this industry, construction of a 

gas pipeline, construction of access roads and other ancillary or subsidiary pro- 
jects have also been duly contemplated. 


In a like manner, for the purpose of realizing this extensive program in the 

area of growth of the gas industry of the DRA, which is going to be accomplished 
within the framework of Afghan-USSR technical and economic cooperation, the train- 
ing of domestic technical cadres for the relevant projects has duly bee considered. 


In this regard, we have an interview with Najibullah Masir, minister of mines 
and industries, concerning the activities of his ministry during the next five 
years for the exploitation of oil and gas which will appear below. 


Question: Please give us a description of the duties of the Ministry of Mines 
and Industries as regards the fundamental aspects of the socio-economic develop- 
ment projects of the DRA during the years 1365-69 [21 March 1986 - 20 March 1987 
to 21 March 1990 - 20 March 199ljand the decisions which have been made regarding 
the realization of this grand plan. 





Answer: The Ministry of Mines and Industries, like other ministries has some 
clear and specific duties concerning the implementation of the first 5-year plan 
of the DRA; however, it should be explained here that the Ministry of Mines and 
Industries has a great role in meeting the economic needs of the country. For 
instance, in 1364 [21 March 1985 - 20 March 1986] the gross product share of 

the government industrial sector, that of the combined sector and the share of 
this ministry was assessed at 35 percent and more than 90 percent of the govern- 
ment foreign exchange income was derived from the export of natural gas. There- 
fore, while we are envisioning a bright and clear national economy under the 
economic policy of the PDPA and the DRA government, more than ever beofe we be- 
lieve that the role of the Ministry of Mines and Industries in buttressing and 
growth of the existing industries on the one hand, and creation and expansion of 
newer projects for the infrastructure of tomorrow's prosperous and thriving so- 
ciety on the other, increases with each and every passing day. 





In the fundamental aspects of the socio-economic development plan of the years 
1365-69, a great deal of attention has been paid to the branch of activities of 
the Ministry of Mines and Industries, and with due consideration to the signi- 
ficance of these momentous tasks and for the purpose of realizing this grand pro- 
ject the leadership of this ministry has made extensive organizational and tech- 
nical decisions and accordingly assisgned specific duties to other relevant organs. 


As is quite clear, the year 1365 will be considered the basic year for the 5-year 
plan and realization of the projected plans constitute some of the pressing duties 
of the Ministry of Mines and Industries and its affiliates. 


Therefore, with due regard to the importance of the project and its successful 
realization during 1365, the Ministry of Mines and Industries has developed an 
extensive technical and organizational plan which has been closely evaluated by 
various levels of the leadership of the Ministry and duly approved at its active 
session and which will be put into effect and implemented accordingly. 


Question: In the first 5-year pian after the advent of the revolution it is 
projected that 6,000 tons of condensate gas will be exploited annually and further- 
more for the purpose of a steady growth of industries the gas reserves of the 
northern regions will be exploited at about 20 billion cubic meters and likewise 
the volume of exploitation of seismic gas will be increased about 3 to 3.5 fold 
during the years 1365-69. Please, first, give us some explanation as to the dif- 
ference between the above-stated gases from the viewpoint of exploitation and 
consumption and second, how much of the exploited gases will be exported and 

how much revenue is expected to be generated from our gas exports? 


Answer: Here I would like to explain that there are certain chemical and phys- 
ical differences between gases which are exploited from various regions and mines 
all dependent upon the geological composition of the mines and other specific 
characteristics such as depth, etc. Generally, in the northern areas of our coun- 
try there are two specific types of gases: sweet and sour. Namely, the sour gas 
has a certain percentage of sulphurous gas. 
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As a result of exploratory studies it has been shown that the sulphurous gases 
are located at a deeper depth and naturally, the exploration and exploitation of 
this type of gas involves the expenditure of enormous sums; besides, the tech- 
nology for the exploitation of this type of gas is not so advanced yet. 


As regards the other part of your question as to how much gas will be exported 
and how much will be assigned for domestic use, I would like to say that this 
totally depends on the domestic and foreign consumption market. If in the first 
instance the necessary gas requirement of the domestic plants and various in- 
dustries are met and we can export our surplus according to export agreements, 
as it was mentioned above, more than 90 percent of the foreign exchange income 
of the country could be gained through the sale of this commodity. 


Question: According to the 5-year plan it is expected that by 1369 the Angut 

and Qashqari mines will become operational with a volume of 100,000 tons of 
petroleum and that the construction work of the refinery for the production of 
gasoline, diesel fuel and heavy oil will be completed. In this regard, what kind 
of plan has been considered for 1365 and furthermore from the abovementioned 
quantity of petroleum what amount will be requred to meet domestic oil demands? 


Answer: For the exploitation of the oil reserves according to the 5-year plans 
including 1365 there have been certain specific studies. For instance, reacti- 
vating former oil wells in specific oil-fields, industrial experimental exploi- 
tation of oil reserves and other similar affairs pertaining to utilization pro- 
jects such as determining the path of the pipelines and concentration of the 
pertinent stations and gas refinery plant locations include some of the items 

of the total project. With proper consideration to the demands and needs of this 
ministry to meet the targeted goals, the above-stated projected plans could be- 
come a reality during the year 1365. Also after our oil refinery becomes opera- 
tional, domestic oil product requirements will be met so far as some of the re- 
levant import oil product needs of the country are concerned. 


Question: In the 5-year plan, the construction work on the oil refinery is 
scheduled to be completed. Please give us some idea as to when the construction 
work on this refinery was begun and how much the total cost for investment will 
be. Furthermore, after the completion of the said refinery, what amount of 
kerosene, gasoline and heavy oil for domestic use will be produced? 


Answer: The construction work of the refinery depends on the completion of the 
requirements which were mentioned in the third question; however, according to 

the projected plans, the work on this project is to begin in 1366 [21 March 1987 - 
20 March 1988] and completed during the 5-year plan. The expected total cost 

of the project is something difficult to forecast. And without the completion 

of the experimental and utilization stage, it is difficult to predict the pre- 
cise investment figures. Despite all the unpredictable situations some limited 
amount of credit has been allocated conditionally for exploration work during 

the current year. And after the completion of the work and when the said oil 
refinery becomes operational, its daily products will reach about 300 tons. 














Question: As is shown by hard-core statistics, our respectable and hard-working 
people in addition to utilizing electric power, diesel fuel and firewood as sources 
of energy, also use liquid gas to some degree, a commodity which is an import item. 
Is there any possibility in the next five years for providing the needs of our 
countrymen so far as domestic gas production is concerned in order to eliminate 
the need to import such items? Moreover, if this goal becomes a reality, how 

is it planned to transfer the needed gas to various parts of the country? 


Answer: The subject of gas as a source of energy in the country constitutes one 
of the distant programs of the Ministry of Mines and Industries, however, the im- 
portant fact in considering the creation of any type of prvgram is the relevant 
studies, weighing its various techno-economic indicators aud its usefulness. With 
due consideration to this fundamental principle, there is no projected plan for 
meeting this goal. Notwithstanding, at the present time a large number of the 
inhabitants of Shabarghan city are using gas as a source of energy and it is ex- 
pected that within the framework of specified future development this trend will 
become ever more extensive. 


Question: What plans and measures have been taken for the next five years for 
the development and construction of oil and gas pipelines to transfer these com- 
modities for domestic or foreign use? 


Answer: The construction of new gas pipelines is not planned in the 5-year plan, 
however for the purpose of insuring a reliable means of transfer of gas to certain 
specified areas and plants, the construction of 50 kilometers of pipelines which 
constitutes part of the development plans of the Ministry of Mines and Industries 
have already begun during the current year. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH USSR--Kabul (BIA)--A protocol of cooperation till 
1990 was signed here on Thursday between the artists" union of the DRA 
and the composers’ union of the Soviet Union. According to the protocol, 
the Soviet composers’ union will arrange the participation of artistic 
works of Afghan musicians in the world festival to be held in the Soviet 
Union and annually invite to the Soviet Union a number of Afghan composers 
for practical work and rest. The protocol was signed by Jalil Ahmad Mashoor 
Jamal, head of the musics section of the artists’ union of the DRA and 
Sharafuddin Saifuddinov, chairman of the composers, union of Soviet 
Tajikistan, who is here at the invitation of the artists union of the DRA. 
According to another report on Thursday Sharafuddin Saifuddinov handed 
over a document of gratis aid of musical instruments costing over 2.5 
million Afghanis from the composers’ union of the Soviet Union to Hamid 
Jalia, chairman of the artists’ union of the DRA. The gratis aid was 
received with thanks. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 19 Jul 86 
p 4] /9317 


CSO: 4600/471 
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IRAN 


FREEDOM MOVEMENT: REGIME ON 'VERGE OF FRIGHTFUL COLLAPSE' 


London KEYHAN in Persian 17 Jul 86 pp l, 5 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher, Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] In the statement issued on 22 June 1°86, in Tehran, the Freedom 
Movement of Iran, referring to the unprecedented serious economic, political, 
social and military conditions in Iran, has stated that the regime (of 
Islamic Republic) "is on verge of frightful collapse..." 


In this 32-page statement containing an analysis of the history of the 
revolution, its present and future, it is stated: "Inspite of our gratitude 
and respect and even love and sympathy for the leader of the revolution, in 
this world and the other (to come), we do not consider him immaculate (at 

the same level) as the prophet and Imam so that to assume that his assessments 
and decisions would be above ignorance and mistakes..as if inspired by God 

and therefore, equal to his command..." 


Honuring the history of the revolution, the Freedom Movement calls its present 
condition "very serious" and makes pessimistic to "frightful" predictions for 
its future and adds that all the present propaganda concerning the war and 
"the victory at hand" is to establish the rule of the Revolution Guards Corps 
[RGC] over the entire country. 


The statement mentions that even though "heavy and sensitive" armaments and 
ammunitions are continuously being provided from abroad, the reduction in the 
regime's foreign exchange income is such that even purchasing war equipment 
has become a problem. 


The statement predicts this year's foreign exchange income to be at most 
$7.5 billion. In regard to the general status of the war the following 
judgment has been made: "After the operation of Alfaj r 8, the intensity 
of attacks and casualties have tremendously increased, compared to the past 
years. The defense and offensive forces of Iraq have also increased.... 
Their attacks are bolder, more precise and more successive." 
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In another part of the statement, the following has been stated: 


"Recently, following the increased intensity of the Iraqi attacks and strikes 
and the weakening of the foreign exchange income, the leadership of the 
revolution and the government monopolized propaganda, it has been recognized 
and decided that before it is too late, a thorough, extensive attack is 
needed to strike the final blow for bringing down Saddam and the Ba'th Party 
and inspite the wishes of the superpowers, victoriously end the war, this 
year." 


The Freedom Movement, however, mentions that the regime's war propaganda has 
been moderated and if in the past there was talk of bringing down the Ba'th 
Party, establishing the Islamic Republic in Iraq, Islamic revolution in the 
region, liberating Jerusalem, destroying Israel and to abolish Imperialism, 
today, only the fall of Ba'th Party and Saddam is being voiced and as 

Seyyed E Ali Khamene'i, the president of the Islamic Republic said: "After 
Iraq, no one else is in line.... After Iraq, it is time for peace and 
security in the region." 


Shooting the Last Arrow 


Following the emphasis on the economic crisis which has inevitably brought 
about problems in regards to the regime's war efforts, the statement views 

the war being at a "critical point and adds: "The leaders of the revolution 
and the custodians of the system, being well aware of the economic crisis and 
the war situation and the fact that the end is near ... have committed the 
most serious act following the war, shooting the last arrow and God only knows 
like how many times before, they have promised an early and final victory." 


The statement adds: "These promises were made in the past too’ but they were 
never so combined "with panic and did not represent the regime's last winning 
card and the entire existence of the country and did not indicate being 

on the verge of either all or nothing and the choice between victory or 
self-destruction." 


It has also been stated: "Following the evacuation of Khorramshahr ... we 
attacked Basra and invited the Iraqis to welcome the victorious Islamic 
Army; we had one through nine Alfajars which each was supposed to end the 
dark nights and establish our flags of victory and bring down Saddam and 
the superpowers.... But the movement is still continuing and it seems like 
we are still where we started and have a long way to go..." 


The statement makes different predictions in regards to the future of the war: 
1. Ending the war due to final victory. 


2. Continuing the war due to relative victory and additional advancement in 
Iraqi territory. 
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3. Continuing the war due to Iraq's victory and advancement in Iranian 
territory. 


4. Iran's defeat. 
5. Just and honorable end to the war due to realism and futuristic vision. 


In these predictions, the first option is viewed as impossible and the defeat 
of Iran is considered a "deadly disaster." While the second and third 
options will not solve any of the problems, the fifth option is viewed as the 
only logical path to take and the wish has been expressed that Ayatollah 
Khomeyni would follow this path, while he is still present on the scene; 
otherwise the country will roll into a destructive disturbance like Lebanon 
or "maybe worse." 


On the other hand, in a meeting with the representatives of Khomeyni at the 
RGC [Headquarter?], Hashemi Rafsanjani expressed his wish to Iead the war to 
a "favorable point" and provide the grounds for reaching peace. 


But Mohsen Reza'i, the commander of the RGC, clearly contradicted Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, in his speech. During the funeral ceremony of some army commanders 
who had been killed in the attack against Iraq, in Mehran, he said: "We will 
witness a transformation this year, that would outshine the revolution of 

22 Bahman." 


At the end of a meeting of the government officials, Mir Hoseyn Musari, the 
prime minister of the regime said that “in the future, we will achieve 
significant victory through more extensive operations." 


Abdolkarim Musavi Ardabili, chief of the Supreme Court of the country also 
promised to settle the war, this year, during his Friday sermon. 
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IRAN 


EMIGRE PAPER: REMNANTS OF MOJAHEDIN STILL IN PARIS 


London KEYHAN in Persian 17 Jul 86 p 5 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] In the political commotion over the departure of Mas“ud Rajavi from 
Auvers-sur-Oise, one forgets that this beautiful town witnessed the last 
days in the life of Van Gogh. It is not certain what kind of memories 
Rajavi has of Auvers-sur-Oise, except those that we all know. Recently, 
there has been more talk from Auvers-sur-Oise about Rajavi than talk from 
Rajavi about Auvers-sur-Oise. But what makes this town unfading in history 
is only the memory of Van Gogh. 


Vincent van Gogh, the famous Dutch painter who spent the last days of his 
life in the beautiful town of Auvers-sur-Oise, was asked, "How did you come 
to choose this village for your residence?" He answered, "You ask me why 
Auvers-sur-Oise? Don’t you see how very beautiful Auvers-sur-Oise is?" Van 
Gogh was not the only artist who called this beautiful town, located 30 
kilometers from Paris, very beautiful. A few other world-famous 
impressionists spent some time in and around Auvers-sur-Oise, and most of 
their paintings were inspired by the beautiful scenery of this town. Among 
such artists were Pissarro, Daubigny, Cezanne and Gauguin. 


When Van Gogh came to Auvers-sur-Oise on 21 May 1890, he lived at the home 
of his close friend and physician, Dr Gacheh. During his 70-day stay in 
Auvers-sur-Oise, he painted 70 paintings. 


Near Paris, Far From the Commotion 


When one reaches Auvers-sur-Oise, which is only 30 kilometers from Paris, 
one feels that this town is very far from the city. In the main square of 
the town, in front of the small, white municipal building, there is a hotel 
called the Van Gogh house. For some tens of years, tourists have visited 
this hotel to see the last residence of Van Gogh. 


On the second floor of the hotel is the room where Van Gogh committed 


Suicide. This small, simple, dark room makes even the most insensible 
bystander choke with tears. Despite being part of the tragic stage of 
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Vincent van Gogh's desciny, due to its enchanting beauty and the interest of 
some of the world’s greatest artists, Auvers-sur-Oise enjoys a special 
popularity. 


Then in the summer of 1981, there came to be another reason for the fame of 
this small town. 


In July 1981, over 100 Mojahedin sisters and brothers under the leadership 
of Bani Sadr and brother Mas’ ud Rajavi, came to Auvers-sur-Oise and 
established a provisional government within the National resistance Council. 


At first, the residents of the town, who were used to having foreigners 
there, were pleased and did not take very seriously all the news that the 
media considered important. Most of them thought that the Mojahedin would 
not stay long in Auvers-sur-Oise, and only the veiled women looked strange 
to them. Since they had heard that the Mojahedin were against the Khomeyni 
regime, they thought that those opposed to Khomeyni would normally be 
against women’s veils. Despite the absence of any kind of contact between 
the townspeople and the Mojahedin-e Khalq, either men or women, the 
residents became used to their presence. But after several years and the 
increase in number of police guarding Rajavi°s residence, the people started 
to complain. Last March, repeated confrontations between the Mojahedin-e 
Khalq and their former colleagues, the Fadai°an-e Khalq, caused the 
townspeople to protest against them. They began demonstrating, and one 
Saturday at the end of March, they brought the town to a partial standstill. 


At that time, going near the Mojahedin residence was impossible and talking 
to Mas°ud Rajavi was out of the question. The police not only checked the 
identification cards of curious reporters but they also checked the 
identification cards of the town’s residents every time they passed within a 
few kilometers of Rajavi’s residence. Over 40 policemen closely guarded the 
Mariam and Mas’ud residence around the clock. In addition to the police, 
special patrol cars of the Mojahedin monitored the movements of suspicious 
people in the city day and night. 


People Became Weary 


Weary at the lack of concern by officials of the central government, at the 
initiative of Mr Cason, the mayor of Auvers-sur-Oise, the townspeople 
prepared a petition containing the signatures of 1,000 of the townspeople 
and presented to French Government officials. In it, the people demanded the 
departure of the Mojahedin from Auvers-sur-Oise. The situation in the town 
was tense that day, and the police closed the road to the Mojahedin 
residence from several kilometers away. Talking to the local people about 
the matter made them more angry, and no one was willing to answer our 
questions. Only Mr Cason, the mayor, said, “After 5 years, the people are 
really tired, and they hope that Masud Rajavi will leave their town as soon 
as possible.” He added: “Besides the people’s fear, Khomeyni’s suicide 
trucks and men and the veiled faces of the women have completely ruined the 
scenery of our beautiful town. Furthermore, during these 5 years, the 








Mojahedin have never been friendly to the people of the city.” Finally, 
according to French Government officials, in the first week of June "within 
the framework of the normalization of Iran-France relations,” Masud 

Rajavi, “the leader of Iran’s new revolution,” decided to leave France, and 
in order to continue his campaign against the Khomeyni regime, he decided to 
go to the “vicinity of his homeland,” to Iraq. Thus, the people of the town 
of Auvers-sur-Oise were victorious. 


A few days later, the weekly newspaper FIGARO in a short news item reported: 
"The residents of the small town of Auvers-sur-Oise are not lucky at all, 
after the years that this small town was host to the leader of the 
Mojahedin-e Khalq, Mas ud Rajavi, and his fellow partisans, finally Rajavi 
left the town, but apparently nothing has changed and Rajavi’s supporters 
still remain there. They continuously issue statements about the grandeur 
of “Marxist Islam’, and by collecting signatures, they annoy the people of 
this town." 


So we decided to visit Auvers-sur-Oise again to see what is going on in the 
town. First, we interviewed Mr Cason, the mayor of the town. After 
visiting the Van Gogh house, we talked with people in the town. As soon as 
the people realized that we were not regular tourists nor patrons of the 
arts, they immediately responded: “Then inevitably you are here to inquire 
about the Mojahedin."” With an affirmative answer, they replied: "It is 
true that Rajavi has left the town, but his friends are still in 
Auvers-sur-Oise. " 


It is interesting that despite 1,000 people signing the protest petition 
against the Mojahedin, we were not able to find even one person who was 
familiar with the political ideology of Rajavi and his associates. Without 
exception, everyone knew that Rajavi was against Khomeyni, and without 
exception, everyone was afraid of Khomeyni’s retaliation. A few people even 
refused to answer our questions, stating: “We do not involve ourselves in 
politics.” 


Finally, disappointed, we approached the residence of the Mojahedin. 
Surprisingly, the five or six policemen present in front of the Mojahedin 
residence not only did not stop us, but they continued their conversation 

and eating around a table near the river. The Iranian guard of the 
residence welcomed us cheerfully, and when he realized that we were 
reporters, contrary to the previous practice, he did not show a sour face 

and asked us to wait for the public relations officer in order to answer our 
questions. In response to my question, “How many Mojahedin are still 

in Auvers-sur-Oise?” the public relations officer cheerfully answered that he 
was not willing to talk to KEYHAN under any circumstances. 


From Behind the Fence 
It is worth mentioning that Dr Rajavi, the brother of Masud Rajavi, who 


purchased the house which later became the Mojahedin headquarters several 
years ago, had the very good taste to select the most beautiful spot in the 
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town for his residence. It was interesting for us to fird out how 100 people 
could live in a house purchased for one person and his family. Despite not 
being permitted to enter the yard, from behind the fence we saw that some 
prefabricated houses had been installed around the main house. Thus, it 
appears we can state that a number of Mojahedin brothers and sisters are 
still living in one of the most beautiful spots in France. 


In regard to the statement of the weekly FIGARO, we must say that during our 
trip to Auvers-sur-Oise we didn’t see what it had indicated, and the people 
did not mention anything about annoyance and inconvenience of the Mojahedin. 


Now we must see what course the Mojahedin who are still in Auvers-sur-Oise 
will pursue and what are the directives of the “leader of the new Iranian 
revolution” to this group. In any case, we can justly state that after the 
voluntary departure of brother Rajavi from Auvers-sur-Oise, the Mojahedin 
have become friendly toward the non-Mojahedin. They were not belligerent 
with us, either! However, despite our persistence, they were not willing to 
talk to us. Be that as it may, on our trip to Auvers-sur-Oise, we realized 
that it was not without reason that Van Gogh called this town "very 
beautiful.” At the time of our departure, we were sorry to leave such a 
fascinating and beautiful region. We wonder how Mariam and Masud felt 
upon departing from this town. 
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IRAN 


EMIGRE PAPER PORTRAYS DETERIORATING CONDITIONS IN COUNTRY 
Physicians Strike Serious Event 
London KEYHAN in Persian 24 July 86 p 6 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] The government conflict with various classes of the society has 
reached new heights. In this conflict, two contrary courses ar noticeable. 
When the resistance wave Cu. .inates, the regime's tolerance declines and 
one could say that the government and the people cannot stand each other. 


The Medical Board Association is not excluded from this rule. In fact the 
regime's conflict with the physicians of the country started from the day 
the revolution took power. Ayatollah Khomeyni intended to send the physi- 
cians to "hell" and replace them with students from the theological school 
of Qom. 


But the students from the theological school of Qom knew that they would 
not be able to replace the physicians as easily as they took the places of 
the judges in the Ministry of Justice. The mullahs and hezbollahi needed 
the physicians as much as the people. The war also increased the regime's 
need of physicians. Therefore the physicians enjoyed a distinguished posi- 
tion in the regime which was denied to other professional groups. Since 
the chief of the Medical Board was a person whose son was killed in the 
war, even the hypocritical regime could not doubt his virtue and honesty. 


But this did not prevent the continuous conflict between the Ministry of 
Health and the Medical Board Association to become the hottest issue of the 
time. The Ministry of Health intended to control the Medical Board Associa- 
tion in the same manner as other government organizations controlled profes- 
sional unions. Therefore, the government finally decided to dissolve the 
board of directors of this non-government association and appoint one of 

its own officials, Hadi Manafi, the former Minister of Health as president. 
In addition to these actions, the secretary of the Medical Board and the 
members of its board of directors were arrested. 


The reaction of the physicians to these actions resulted in a successful 
24 hour strike which indicates the high feeling of admiration for their 








union. Vast regions of Tehran and a few other big cities in Iran took part 
in this strike. This was the first organized strike that the Isiamic Repu- 
blic faced and it seems that there will be longer strikes ahead in the near 
future. What have the physicians and the Medical Board done to deserve the 
sensitivity of the mullah's regime and its reactionary wing? The answer 

is that they were not acting any different from the other classes of the 
society. Only they had clean offices and clean and pressed suits with shirts 
and ties and so they appeared to be an apparent symbol of resistance by a 
professional group against the regime whose dishevelled hair and dirtiness 
were a distinguished manifestation. 


The resistance of the Medical Board Association against the regime could 

not continue forever. Without rising to an accending course, the physicians 
knew very well the regime disliked them. But at the same time, the physi- 
cians were aware that due to the regime's need for physicians, they were 
obliged to create a peaceful coexistence with them. 


But there was a great obstacle in the path of the regime which intended to 
bring all the unions under its control. The regime faced a difficult choice. 
It must either give all the concessions it was forced to grant to the 
physicians to other professional groups too or it must deprive the 
physicians, like other professional groups, from having a free professional 
union. Finally, the regime selected the second solution but it seems that 
it is not able to take any steps in this regard. Even if the physicians 
surrender briefly, from a technical point of view, the professional and 
financial situation of most of them is such that is places them at a higher 
level in this conflict. A physician can work slowly if he desires and 
instead of accepting 50 patients a day, accept only 5. 


Besides this, the struggle between the Medical Board and the Ministry of 
Health is also part of the fight for power inside the ruling party. Asa 
rule, someone in the government will raise his voice and ask: "On what 
basis, right or law has the government appointed a government director for 
a non-government professional association?" 


It will be no wonder at all if the conflict between the Medical Board and 
the government extends further chan the conflict between the two schools 
of "Madares" and "Chitchian". 


Situation Leading to ‘Famine’ 
London KEYHAN in Persian 24 July 86 p 6 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 
[Text] Day after day, the shortages in Iran become more painful for the 
people. In an economy where the main portion of the people's needs is pro- 
vided by the government offices, obtaining foreign exchange is the most 
pressing and hottest need. About the only way of securing foreign exchange 


is by exporting oil and today oil is like "“Esfandiar's Eyes" ( a liability) 
for the Islamic Republic. Not only has the oil price declined tremendously 


73 











in international marke , but like other OPEC members, Iran's production 

is in such a stati nat it is sossible that it cannot sell its OPEC- 
determined quota. ne bombing of oil tankers at Khark Island is an addition- 
al factor which intensifies the serious state of the Islamic Republic's 
economic situation. On the other side, there is no sign to indicate that 

oil production or prices will increase in a noticeable manner in the near 
future or that Ayatollah Khomeyni will finally give up the war. 


Therefore, the country will face ever increasing shortages. It is not 
exaggeration to state that at present, the low income people of our country 
are on the verge of famine. 


Essential foodstuffs have been rare or unobtainable for a long time. Butter, 
cheese, eggs, meat, and poultry can only be obtained from the black market 
and 80 percent of the people cannot afford their prices. Traveller's to 
Iran state that signs of malnutrition are noticable among many of the chil- 


dren. Since enriched powdered milk with minerals and vitamins cannot be 
found, whatever is found in the market is the product of countries that do 
not have a good reputation for the preparation of powdered milk. They only 
hve the privilege of having barter transactions with the Islamic Republic. 
These countries buy our oil cheap and sell us their usually inferior quality 
goods at unprecedented prices. They receive precious goods and give inferior 


quality goods in return. 


The shadow of water and electricity shortages is also appearing in Iran, 
especially Tehran. The government does not have any control over the 
delirious population increase in Tehran. Ayatollah Khosrowshahi pulled the 
people's legs when he announced on radio and television in the first weeks 
after the revolution that there were houses for all the population of Iran 
in Tehran. 


[he Minister of Energy who emphasized "God-willing"” inhis inaccurate predic- 
tion that water wouldnot be scarce this summer or that electricity would 

not be cut off, today states: "Cutting off of electricity will be con- 
tinued." They are not even able to notify the people about the cut off of 


water and electricity in advance so that they can plan. Those who really 
feel the pain of the cut off of water are those with small children and sick 


people at home. 


The incapable administrators can only order the people to refrain from the 
unmethodical use of water. We wish that they themselves would realize and 
refrain from giving this improper advise to the public which is being worn 
out and is ineffective due to excessive use. 


But the increase in population exists and the “unmethodical consumption" 
which sounds exaggerated, is not aimed at restoring balance in the consump- 
tion of water and electricity. An unbalanced political and ideological order 
is not able to have any equilibrium. Therefore the government wants to cover 
its inetfectivenessand incompetency in this manner. We are certain that 

the very same second and third-level workers who still exist in the govern- 
ment from the previous regime, are able to manage affairs in a satisfactory 
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manner despite the water shortage as long as the government does not appoint 


ignorant hezbollahi as their directors or supervisors. But we know that 
deputy director generals on up in the government must have ideology clearance 
and above that, they must go to work in slippers and have a ewer and spout 


handy (to wash themselves)! But it is possible to somehow explain to them 
the relation between supply and demand and make them understand that when 
the level of production of energy and water, like all the other needs of 
the nation, is down, it is impossible to regulate the consumption so that 
it is harmonious with the low level of production. The black market and 
so-called “unmethodical consumption" is its inevitble subsequence. Instead 
of looking into a mirror and seeing their evident incapability, the regime's 
authorities consistently brow-beat the people about how much to eat, how 
much to drink and how much to consume. Without even having a chance to 
glance at the life of these authorities behind curtains, the people know 
very well that their life style is not a valuable example of contentment 

at all. In order to produce normal consumption, one sheuld produce normal 
production and this is the very thing that the Islamic Republic is not 
capable of rendering. 


Regime's End Anticipated by Syria's No 2? Man 
London KEYHAN in Persian 24 July 86 p 6 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, vice president of Syria, who is known as the 


number 2 man in the regime, travelled to Paris last week for the first time 
in 10 years. During this trip, he had meetings with France's president, 
prime minister, minister of foreign affairs and other French officials. 
Khaddam, who had also visited Tehran, was received in French circles as 
knowledgeable about the situation of the Islamic Republic. During his 48 
hour stay in France, he studied questions like the Lebanese situation, 
France-Iraq relations, Syria-Islamic Republic relations and the French hos- 


tages with his French co-negotiators. 


Knowledgeable sources in Paris say that Jacques Chirac, the prime minister 
of France, in one of his private talks with Khaddam, asked him as a know- 
ledgeable man what he thought about the present situation of the Islamic 
Republic regime and whether the Islamic regime is on the verge of collapse 


or has strengthened its foundations? Khaddam, with special cleverness, 
answered: "The regime will not fall," he added, "but very soon it will face 
a 'thermidor'’. '"Thermidor is the eleventh month of the republic after the 
great revolution of France and has a special meaning in the political voca- 
bulary. During this month, Robespierre, the leader of the French revolution, 
fell, was arrested and sent to the guillotine. In the political dictionary, 
the term “thermidor" is used for the end of the revolutionary period and 


the return of despotism. 
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The fall and execution of Robespierre was in fact the end of the French 
revolutionary government's work and a prelude to the subsequent changes which 
brough Napoleon to power. Jacques Chirac definitely did not mention that 

if the Islamic regime was facing its “thermidor", how could one talk about 
its stability and continuation. But Khaddam also did not make it clear who 
would be the cause and founder of the "thermidor" of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran. 
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COMMENTARY WARNS OF WESTERN 'PLOTS' AGAINST OPEC 
Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 GMT 9 Aug 86 
[Commentary by the Research Group of the Central News Unit: "The Price War"] 


[Excerpts] The OPEC ministers who met in Geneva on 28 July to assess the 
critical state of the oil market and to find ways out of the dilemma concluded 
their session after approving some recommendations from the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. Its proposals called for a cut in OPEC's oil output and a 14.8 
million barrel cap on the production quotas of 12 of the organization's 13 
member states. Despite an awareness of the harmful effects that increased oil 
output has had on prices, Iraq continued to insist on exceeding the ceiling 
fixed for production. Had there been any dissent on that country's stipulated 
quota, this state of affairs could have plunged OPEC into a new lack of con- 
sensius. Iran's proposals made Iraq an outcast in terms of OPEC's latest 
decision. 


The most recent meeting of OPEC ministers took place at a time when the organi- 
zation's members were competing to capture the largest share of the market 
through continuous price reductions, which trampled on all of OPEC's rules for 
prices, quotas, and ceilings. The world market was flooded with more than 20 
million barrels of OPEC oil and prices plummeted to about $6-7 barrel. The 
inability of OPEC members to reach a consensus in five meetings in an attempt 
to prevent overproduction and a price war, as well as internal pressure, could 
have driven OPEC to the brink of destruction. 


According to observers, the most important objective of the American-launched 
price war under the current circumstances was to reduce Iran's income so that 
the Islamic revolution would come under pressure, and Saddam's regime and 
others in the region would stand to gain. Reduced oil prices would also bouy 
up the Western economy. Thus, the price war was launched in the second half of 
last year. Its plans and blueprints had been prepared by the United States with 
the assistance of Great Britain and Norway, the two oil-producing countries in 
the western bloc, and with the collusion of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. By 
ignoring the prices officially fixed by OPEC, and by selling oil on the spot 
market in the form of netbacks [preceding word in English], Saudi Arabia began 
and continued the price war. This produced a daily slide in oil prices until 
they reached $6-7 on the eve of the iatest OPEC meeting. 
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The proposals made by the Islamic Republic of Iran at the most recent OPEC 
session, which followed five that were without result, proved to be instrumen- 
tal to touching off an upward spiral in oil prices and [words indistinct]. The 
results obtained by the suggestions of the Islamic Republic of Iran indicate 
that OPEC members can resist a downward trend in prices and force a return to 
those officially fixed by OPEC only through unanimity and unity of purpose. In 
any case, it did not take long for the OPEC agreement to have an effect on the 
production policy of nonmember-states. Malaysia and Mexico announced that they 
would participate in the attempts to raise oil prices by lowering output. On 
the other hand, in light of those in OPEC who have always followed the road 
geared to the objectives of U.S. imperialism, the possibility of all kinds of 
designs against OPEC cannot be excluded. This stems from the fact that politi- 
cal circles in the United States voiced their open opposition to the latest 
OPEC decision as soon as it was made public. 


What is significant is that the Islamic Republic of Iran has forced a majority 
of OPEC members--who had reduced the price of oil to a minimum, ostensibly in 
support of Iraq's quota--to reverse themselves and accept lower production 
ceilings. The Islamic Republic of Iran has announced that it will be able to 
control Iraq's oil output. In fact, the agreement reached by OPEC ministers 

at their most recent meeting can be interpreted as a positive step against the 
conspiracy to reduce oil prices. Even if we do not elaborate on the repercus- 
sions that the announcement of OPEC's decision has had, the strict implementa- 
tion of the Islamic Republic of Iran's plan from early September will consoli- 
date this upward trend in prices. however, we must always be on guard against 
the efforts of the West and OPEC's reactionary clique to hinder it, even though 
they may approve of an increase to $17 or $19. They can always prevent a 
further jump in prices through obstructionisn. 


Our country's oii minister, Mr Aqazadeh, gave an interview after returning from 
Geneva, and he said we must expect plots against this plan and bottlenecks from 
the allied and reactionary states. However, ve must work to frustrate their 
plans. In any case, in view of future developments in the oil market following 
the last OPEC session, we should tread lightly and perceptively in order to 
diligently pursue our objective of returning the price of oil to $28 a barrel. 
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JATOL TALKS ABOUT FUTURE PLANS 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Aug 86 p 10 


[Text ] 


KARACHI, Aug 6: Mr Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi on Wednesday 
pledged that his new political 
platform would be based on the 
touchstone of piety and decorum, 
truthfulness and justice. 

Mr Jatoi promised he will not im- 
pose his will on the people, but will 
be guided by their decisions. To 
workers and supporters he said: 
“Keep control on me so that I may 
not become an autocrat.” 

Mr Jatoi was speaking at a recep- 
tion held for him ata local hotel by 
a three-member team of lawyers 
comprising Mr Mohammad Ali 
Shaikh, Mr Ashok Kumar and Kazi 
A. Ghani 

Turning to newsmen present on 
the occasion, he declared amidst 
cheers: “I take a vow that I will tear 
into pieces the abominable Press 
and Publications Ordinance at the 
first opportunity.” 

Mr Jato: was obviously having 
his new purty in mind when he was 
holding out assurances to the 
peopie that he stood for maximum 
possible provincial autonomy for 
all the four provinces alike. 

Calling for a jehad against the 
Stigmas of sectarianism, re- 
7ionalism and parochialism, Mr 
Jatoi said: “Ours will not be a mere 
lip service to Islam. We will ensure 
that all laws of the land are brought 
in conformity with the Holy Quran 
and Sunnah.” 

Last but not least, the primary 
duty of the party will be to zeal- 
ously safeguard the country’s un- 


ity, and territorial independence 
and to provide security of life, hon- 
our and property to the poor and 
rich alike, he observed. 

Mr Jatoi’s reception was largely 
attended. In addition to many PPP 
leaders and workers, those belong- 
ing to the MRD and the JUP were 
also present. Among those who 
spoke were Khwaja Khairuddin, 
Mr Musheer Ahmad Peshimam, 
Shah Faridul Haq, Mr Anwar Ab- 
bas Naqvi, Mr Nasim Haider, Mr 
Kamal Azfar, Mr Mohammad Ali 
Shaikh and Kazi A. Ghani. 

Mr Jatoi said he would not betray 
the PPP’s dedicated workers who, 
at his call during the 1983 move- 
ment; had sacrificed their all and 
suffered alli sorts of indignities and 
privations. 

That is why when the list of the 
Sind PPP office-bearers was an- 
nounced from London he (Jatoi) 
had decided to reject it even 
though he was again appointed the 
President of Sind PPP. He 
wondered how, barely in a matter 
of weeks, he could be replaced by 
Makhdoom Khaliquzzaman as the 
President cf Sind PPP on a flimsy 
charge of being “ineffective and 
lethargic.” 

Mr Jatoi reiterated his charge 
that the PPP leadership was af- 
flicted with dictatorial trends and 
that the interests of the dedicated 
and self-sacrificing workers had 
been conveniently ignored. “This I 
will fight to the last”, he said. 

While extending his full support 
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to the MRD’s joint strategy, Mr 
Jatoi cautioned against the 
tendency on the part of certain 
political leaders to have a “solo 
flight”. The July S ‘Black Day’ prog- 
— announced by the PPP un- 
laterally, not only proved a flop 
but it also gave a jolt to the collec- 
tive leadership of the democratic 
forces, he pointed out. 

The myth that “I (pointing to Ms 
Benazir Bhutto) will give the lead 
and let the MRD follow me” has 
been exploded, Mr Jatoi said ad- 
ding it was a good augury that the 
MRD leadership had asserted itself 
and taken a collective decision 
which, he said, he full, endorsed. 

Earlier, Khwaja Khairuddin, 
former Secretary-General of the 
pee said the 1983 movement had 

cceeded due to the leadership 
provided by Mr Jatoi. 

Shah Faridul Hag, the JUP Vice- 
President, said Mr Jatoi should be 
felicitated for having blended 


politics with the elements of de- 


corum and reasonableness. 

Mr Musheer Peshimam, a leader 
of the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal, opined that 
“monopoly in leadership of a fam- 
ily should end.” In the domain of 
politics a leader should bring in 
sanity and try to take with hirn/her 
all sections of the people, he 
observed. 

Other speakers also paid compli- 
ments to Mr Jatoi’s services to the 
cause of democracy as well as his 
qualities of urbanity, gentlemanli- 
ness and sobriety. 








JATOL CRITICIZES PPP'S ACTIVITIES, TACTICS 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Aug 86 p 22 


[Article by Qamaruzzam and Aziz Malik] 


[Text ] 


HYDERABAD, Aug 7: Former 
Chief Minister of Sind, Mr Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, has said that the re- 
cent visit of Ms. Benazir Bhutto to 
Moro was definitely aimed at “pro- 
voking”, him for after all Moro “‘is 
my base and the people living there 
are my people”. 

He said that notwithstanding en- 
ormous amount of tension that had 
built up in Moro because of Ms. 
Bhutto’s utterances at Dadu and 
other places against him, he had 
demonstrated politics of 
“Sharafat” which he sincerely be- 
lieves in and was all along 
preaching. 

He said that because of the situa- 
tion obtaining in Moro on the eve of 
Ms Bhutto’s arrival, his brother 
Ghulam Mujtaba Jatoi had to re- 
main in Moro to control the peopl: 
and to prevent any untoward 
incident. 

Talking to newsmen at the <<s:- 
dence of Malik Lal Khan, former 
Finance Secretary, PPP (Sind), on 
Thursday night, Mr Jatoi wondered 
as to what “fort” had Ms Bhutto 
gone to conquer at Moro. 

Mr Jatoi categorically stated that 
every political leader be it Ms 
Bhutto, Khan Abdul Wali Khan or 
anyone else had the inherent right 
to go anywhere in Pakistan to in- 
form the people about her or his 
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party programme, but “It should be 
within the limits of decency and 
morality”. 

However, according to Press re- 
ports considerable number of ar- 
med personnel accompanied Ms. 
Bhutto to Moro and “I thank God 
that my efforts paid dividend and 
my people kept their cool, and no 
untoward incident occurred,” he 
added. 

Answering a question, Mr Jatoi 
said that barring a “handful” of 
persons, the people of Moro boycot- 
ted Ms Bhutto’s meeting. 

He said that even according to 
Press reports truckloads of people 
were brought from outside to make 
the meeting seem a big success. 

He refuted the claim that over 
“one lakh” people were present in 
the meeting. He said that not nore 
than “ten thousand” people were 
present. 

He also refuted allegation that 
his transport company. refused 
transportation facilities to the 
public wanting to attend the meet- 
ing at Moro and countered, “there 
are many other transport com- 
panies which could do the job and 
they are certainly not mine.” 

He regretted that a news item 
thad appeared as if expressing dis- 
appointment over the fact that 
“fireworks” were missing at Ms 
Bhutto’s meeting. 


8) 








PAKISTAN 


He said, “I am proud that not a 
single shot was fired” irrespective 
of the fact whether “I am given cre- 
dit for it or not”’. 

When his attentiun was drawn to 
PPP programme as propounded by 
the Sind PPP chief, Mr Jatoi said 
that PPP has now come out in its 
true colours about which he has 
been warning the entire nation of 
late. 

He said, “I would like to see how 
Makhdoom Khaliquzzaman takes 
over factories, mills, homes and 
properties”. 

He said these utterances were 
abundant proof that present PPP 
believed in the “politics of gun”. 

He said the issue whether or not 
to form a new political party will be 
definitely decided at the national 
convention of political workers 
scheduled to be held at Lahore by 
the end of this month. 

He said that convention wil be 
attended by uw majority of PPP 
workers, but it will be open to 
others who. supported his 
programme. 

He said he will support any 
democratic movement which be- 
lieved in the _ politics. of 
“Sharafat”’. 

In his opinion a national govern- 
ment was the only answer to any 
future Martial Law even if a single 
party won the elections. 


MOJAHIR QAUMI MOVEMENT STAGES MASS RALLY 


Karaciii DAWN in English 9 Aug 86 p 8 


[Text ] 


KARACHI, Aug & The Mohajir 
Qawsui Movement, led by its foun- 
der Mr Altaf Husain, sf&ged a mass 
rally at Nishtar Park here on Friday 
to reaffirm its commitment to- 
wards recognition of Mohajirs as a 
fifth nationality in the country. 

At its first-ever big public display 
since its inception about a decade 
ago, the MQM demanded that the 
socio-political and economic rights 
of the Mohajirs be given a constitu- 
tional cover. 

Non-Mohajirs and _ non-Sindhis 
living in the province should not be 
considered as part of the popula- 
tion of Sind, a _ resolution 
demanded. 

Yet another resolution called for 
the appointment of a Mohajjir ‘as 
Governor of Sind since the Chief 
Minister, it pointed out, was a 
Sindhi. In addition, the present LG. 
of Police be replaced by a Mohajir 
or a Sindhi, it said. 

Other demands made by the 
MQM pertained to the increase in 
the grant of universities and other 
educational institutions in Sind; 
appointment of Mohajirs and 
Sindhis on _ provincial posts 
populationwise and posting of gov- 
ernment employees in their native 
places. ; 

While calling for the total elimi- 
nation of the drug dens, the MQM 
also demanded the removal of the 
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retired officials from government 
and semi-official departments. li 
further urged that all the emp- 
loyees of the National Press Trust 
(NPT) be taken on regular staff of 
the concerned newspapers and 
other publications. 

The gathering: could. be. com 
pared any big public meeting held 
previously at Nishtar Park by the 
MRD and other political parties. 
Mohajirs, who came in big and 
small groups from interior of Sind 
and from various parts of Karachi, 
marched in an orderly fashion to 
the venue. The big crowd, though 
freauently displaying exuberance, 
remained disciplined. Even when it 
started raining, the people did not 
move, and listened to the speech of 
their leader, Mr Altaf Husain, who 
was himself rain-soaked. 

Two volunteers hoisted MQM 
flag ou a 100-foot pols. Previously 
ANP flag was flying on it. 

Mr Husain told the Sindhis: “We 
(Mohajirs) recognise you as a na- 
tionality, and this should be 
reciprocated.” 

The Mohajirs and Sindhis had to 
live in peace and harmony and 
cooperate with each other, he 
observed. 

He asked the Mohajirs not to join 
in street demonstrations at the beh- 
est of bureacracy'or the vested in- 
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terests. “They will come to incite 
you on the plea that Islam is in 
danger and that enemies of 
Pakistan are raising slogans of 
‘Pakistan tor do.’ If you came out 
on streets you will face gun and 
lathicharge; you will shed your 
blood but they (the instigators) will 
remain confined to their drawing 
rooms.” 

Mr Husain said: “Let not the East 
Pakistan tragedy be repeated. The 
Biharis rendered great sacrifices 
for Pakistan, but they are still not 
wanted in the country while the 
army has been safe back home. 
Should anything happen again, 
guard your own houses.” 

Other speakers, Mr Azim Ahmad 
Tariq, Chairman; Mr _ Salim 
Shahzad, Vice-Chairman; Dr Imran 
Faroug, Secretary-General; and Ms 
Zarin Nasir of the MQM, stressed 
that the demand for Mohajir na- 
tionality ‘was just and it had to be 
recognised to eliminate social and 
economic injustices to the Mohajir 
population in Sind. They claimed 
the MQM was the only organisation 
which comprised the people of av- 
erage means. They said that af- 
fluent and rich Mohajirs rep- 
resented the vested interests and, 
as such, were excluded from the 
MQM.. 
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EARLY REPATRIATION OF BIHARIS URGED 


Karachi DAWN in English 9 Aug 86 p 8 


[Text ] 

KARACHI, Aug 8: ‘The interna- The government of Bangladesh 
tional conference held at Dhaka in was also urged to take up early set- 
connection with the repatriation of ting up of huts at all camps as most 
the stranded Pakistanis has unani- of the inmates are living under the 
mously demanded an early settle- dk sky and the monsoon has a 
ment of “this grave problem on the tthe “" ae ' 
basis of the help and cooperation . Comune ViRWES with 
being extended by the Rabita al great anguish the fire incidents at 
Alm al-Islami (Muslim World Lea- Geneva Camp and Hathi Khana 
gue), Makkah,” according to a con- (Saidpur) Camp on April 20, last 
ference source. and again on April 22, resulting in 

The conference held recently deaths of a number of people and 
and attended by the represente- losses of the belongings of the resi- 
tives of the Rabita and delegates dents, besides the complete de- 
from UK, US and Pakistan, has ap- struction of hundreds of hutments 
pealed to the President of Pakistan and shelters, the source added. 
to institute a fund for financing the (t particularly appealed to the 
tepatriation and rehabilitation of Government of Pakistan to donate 
the stranded Pakistanis in Bang- a sum of Rs 10 million as a measure 
ladesh and hoped that its early for- of relief and succour to th. victims 
mation would go a long way to re- of the big fire which engulfed large 
solve the issue. parts of the Geneva Camp taking 

It also appealed to the Govern- more than 32 lives and destroying 
ment of Pakistan to release all property worth millions of rupees. 
persons arrested in connection * The Conference has appealed to 
with the demonstration launched the OIC, UN, UNHCR, ICRC, Hilal- 
by the Repatriation Action Com- i-Ahmar etc to extend their full 
mittee held on May 10 last in cooperation to the Governments of 

Karachi. Pakistan and Bangladesh and to 

The conference urged the Gov- the Rabita to enable them to ac- 

ernment of Bangladesh to pay sub- complish the task of repatriation 
sistance allowance, and grant all and rehabilitation of the stranded 
previleges and facilities, admiss- Pakistanis, without any further de- 
able under the State Railway lay, the source said. 
Establishment Code Rules, es- At the conference, the Rabita 
tablished conventions, conference was represented by Mr Mohammad 
rules and reciprocal arrangements, Afzal Cheema, Sayyid Hasan 
government rations, medical aid, Mutahar, Chief Editor of “The 
education facilities etc to the Journal” of the Rabita, Makkah; Dr 
stranded PE Railway Employees Asad Hussain; and Karachi Mayor 
and their families, the source said. Abdus Sattar Afghani. 
/9317 
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STATUS OF MUSLIM LEAGUE IN SIND EXAMINED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 14 Jun 86 p 3 
[Report by Mohammad Ali: "The Muslim League in Sind" ] 


[Text] Pir Pagara is pivotal in Muslim League politics in Sind; only the Pagara 
group has the strength to combat the PPP in the rural areas. But ever since the 
Muslim League took over rule in Sind, the members of the league have been split 
into various groups, each trying to surpass the others in political importance. 
It is true that Chief Minister Ghaus Ali Shah is president of the Sind Muslim 
League and provincial Minister Alhaj Shamimuddin is its general secretary, but 
there is a great distance between the leaders and the workers of the league. 
Muslim League administration is not effective. Despite the centralized power, 
the league rulers do not seem to understand the gravity of the political situ- 
ation. They try various means to retain power in the province, but they have 
no definite plans for the present or future organization of the league. They 
try to counter the power of the People's Party with the help of the administra- 
tive machinery. But the administration of Sind, unable to stand up against the 
popular force of Benazir Bhutto, has been completely defeated. The league is 
successful only in urban areas. But in these areas, too, say league officials, 
they are ruling without the cooperation ot the common workers. And despite the 
bitter experience of the past, the league administration is being run with the 
help of the bureaucrats. Pir Pagara supports the Hurs in the rural areas in- 
stead of the Muslim League. In these regions the Hurs stand for the league, 
because there is no separate organization of the league in rural areas. Al- 
though the Muslim League is the ruling party in Sind, the Hur organization is 
stronger than that of the league. 


The reorganization of the league in Sind has been neglected. Before the league 
became the ruling party there, Sulfiqar Ali Jamot was its president and Nawab 
Mohammad Yamin Khan was the general secretary. Zulfiqar Ali Jamot is now a 
senator, and his borther, Dr Shafqat Jamot, is a provincial minister. Ever 
since they became relatives of Prime Minister Junejo, their status has gone up. 
Now Zulfiqar Ali Jamot is more interested in Islamabid than in Sind, and Nawab 
Mohammad Yamin Khan, bieng a member of the National Assembiy, is no longer 
interested in the league and only wants to make himself politically powerful. 
He has been transferred from the post of chief of the provincial Muslim League 
to that of organizer of Hyderabad City. In the city of Hyderabad, no one can 
find a trace of the Muslim League. Nawab Mohammad Yamin and provincial Minister 
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Sayed Ahad Yusaf cannot agree on practical politics. Nawab Mohammad Yamin ad- 
mits that despite being the ruling party, the Muslim League does not wield any 
political power in Sind. There is no cooperation between ministers and the work- 
ers of the Muslim League. The ministers think of themselves as members of the 
non-party cabinet, although it was under the Muslim League umbrella that they 
attained office. It would not be out of place to state here that the provincial 
chief minister is too busy to spare time for the organizaiton of the league. 
Above all, Pir Pagara wants to see a weak government in Sind. Although Chief 
Minister Ghaus Ali Shah and Pir Sabghatulla Shah Rashdi are no longer at logger- 
heads, the right of controlling the water supply is still in the hands of the 
chief minister instead of the minister of irrigation. Pir Sabghatulla Rashdi 
considers himself the future chief rinister of Sind by rights. Maybe somebody 
has suggested to Pir Pagara that a strong man in the administration can be a 
danger to his group. That is why he wants retired Justice Ghaus Ali Shah to 
head the government in Sind. 


Pir Pagara wants the politics of Sind to revolve around his own personality. 
The increasing turmoil and lawlessness in Sind has added to the influence of 
Pir Pagara. The people at the helm do not believe that the administration has 
the power to curb the dacoits in the province. The Pagara group, while making 
Sustained efforts to curb the activities of the robbers in Sind, at the same 
time has to fight a political battle against the People's Party. Because of the 
dual task he is performing, Pir Pagara's influence in the province is on the 
increase. Pir Pagara does not criticize Ghaus Ali Shah himself, but those who 
know him will say that he does not like the Muslim League administration in Sind. 
In Sind, as in Pakistan, rivalry between other political groups strengthens the 
People's Party. That is why the People's Party wants to keep the league pre- 
occupied in its struggle for power in Sind. But now a struggle for power has 
started between the Hurs and the People's Party. In the rural areas, the Hurs, 
have silenced those who were hurling insults at their spiritual leader. The 
struggle between the slogan-mongers of the People's Party and the faithful 
followers of Pir Pagara has wscalated at every level in Sind, and not the 
People's Party is fighting a defensive battle. 

Pir Pagara met the leaders of the Hur on the occasion of Eid and gave them 
"political tips." It is said that Pir wants to activate the Hurs for the 
"second round" with the People's Party, and also for curbing the incidence of 
dacoity in Sind. If the Muslim League is to become a political force in Sind, 
the Hurs must become strong in the rural areas. The prime minister, like Pir 
Pagara, wishes to fight against the People's Party in the political field. As 
for Chief Minister Chaus Ali Shah, he will try to get into the good graces of 
Pir Pagara, because Mir Ejaz Ali Talpur has started acampaignto become chief 
minister in his place. The latter has met with the prime minister in Islamabad 
and also with Pir Pagara. Mir Ejaz Ali Talpur advocates that strong steps be 
taken against the People's Party. He has been a member of the People's Party 
and he wants to treat its members just as they treated the members vf other 
political parties during the time they were in power. It is believed that a 
strong man is needed if the People's Party is to be defeated. Although Mir 
Ejaz Ali Talpur has denied having any desire to become chief minister, he is 
considered to be the "iron man" suitable for the role of chief minister. Mir 
Ejaz Ali Talpur is against any leniency being shown to or any compromise being 
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made with the Pakistan People's Party. It is said that the Pagara group used 

its political power to make the no-confidence move against Hussain Haroon suc- 
cessful. But the chief minister is trying to strengthen his own personal group, 
and that is causing a lot of friction in the parliamentary system in Sind. It is 
alleged that the hub of parliamentary politics in Sind is the Karachi Development 
Authority, and that the period of Jam Sadiq Ali's rule is being repeated. 


Mian Tufail Mohammad, leader of the Jamat-i-Islami, in a speech in Hyderabad 
told the Sind government that if it did not stop the unlawful activities of some 
members of the assembly (the Hammer group), his party would have to think about 
severing its connection with the Muslim League. The Hammer group now has mem 
bers in the cabinet. Their unlawful activities are on the increase, and that 

is damaging the image of the Sird government. Some people compare the activities 
of the Hammer group with what used to happen in Sind during the rule of the 
Pakistan People's Party. Many stories are current about those days. At present 
the Muslim League government is worried about the civil disobedience campaign 
that the People's Party plans to begin shortly. The people's Party is strong 

in the rural areas, but it has been unsuccessful in organizing its "envoys of 
democracy" group so far. Benazir's attempt at mob politics has proved a fail- 
ure. She expected that 100,000 people would be imprisoned. Now she is trying 
to work out anotherpolitical plan. She plans to go back to Punjab, and she will 
play a dangerous game on her second round there. If her campaign in Punjab is 
not successful, the separatist movement in Sind will grow stronger, and conse- 
quently, (like the MRD before it) the Pakistan People's Party will change into 
Sind People's Party. Benazir thought that the administration would try to curb 
the People's Party by force, and then she would tell the world that the Muslim 
League regime iS undemocratic. No steps have been taken against the People's 
Party at the administrative level, and it is expected that the Pagara group and 
its allies will fight against the People's Party in the political field. The 
chief minister of Sind, as the president of the provincial Muslim League, has 
ordered the organization of a national guard. It will fight against the People's 
Party envoys of democracy." It is said in People's Party circles that the police 
campaign in six districts of Sind that is said to be against the dacoits is in 
reality meant to curb the reorganization of their party. But the administration 
says that it is only doing its duty by bringing law and order to the rural areas. 
It is clear that the position of the chief minister will be affected by the 
success or failure of the operation against the dacoits. Pir Pagara is gradually 
increasing his influence in the government of Sind. We can say that he is the 
chief obstacle in the way of the chief minister of Sind wielding true power in 
the province. There is a group in the provincial cabinet that takes orders di- 
rectly from Pir Pagara. This group will play an important role in the parlia- 
mentary politics of the future. The chief minister of Sind believes in the 
centralization of pwoer, and most of the provincial secretaries receive orders 
from him directly. But the provincial ministers, due to their very limited 
power, do not take an active part in anything. Most of them are quite happy 
because flags wave over their cars and the police salute them on the roads. 
Politically powerless ministers may be a good omen for the Muslim League 
leadership, but just now the Sind cabinet seems to be existing in a vacuum. 
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POLITICAL TACTICS OF PPP IN SIND DISCUSSED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 12 Jul 86 p 11 
[Sind report by Mohammad Ali: "Politics of the Empty Gun"] 


[Excerpts] Benazir Bhutto, although at the pinnacle of her political 
power, is facing many difficulties in practical politics. New and mutually 
antagonistic groups are rising in the PPP, and its inherent contradictions 
are coming to the surface. Despite the party's popularity in Sind, the 
People's Party was unable to make the "5th July" campaign a political 
success. This show failed as a means of political pressure. The 
administration was very nervous about the possible impact the campaign 
would have on the politics of Sind. But the show fell far short of what the 
government or the people of Sind expected. All the rhetoric, sloganeering 
and dancing to popular tunes could not bring the People's Party to life. 
One explanation for this poor show may be that this party is very busy 
reorganizing itself. Subcommittees are being formed at district, town and 
city level. New office holders are being elected. This preoccupation with 
reconstruction probably did not allow the party time to make the show a 
political success. Still, the "5th of July" was not a complete failure. 
Shops remained closed in some rural areas and there was a large procession, 
but no unusual political activity was sewn anywhere. So the PPP wiil have 
to reassesses its power in Sind. 


It is true that now, as in the elections of 1970, the rural population of 
Sind is emotionally attached to the Bhutto family. But to be strong and 
mature, a party needs something more than the emotional attachment of rhe 
people. A political party must understand the political situation in the 
country and also take advantage of the weak points of its adversaries. The 
People's Party, proud of its popular strength, wants to browbeat the 
government as well as the other political parties. This arrogance of the 
PPP leadership has outraged the other political parties in the province, 
and they are not willing to cooperate with it. The Rasul Bakhsh Balijo 
group is emerging as the PPP's pressure group. Rasul Bakhsh Balijo's 
popular movement is willing to cooperate with the PPP, but the group has 
its own aims as well. It wants to use its influence to promote the concept 
of Sindhi nationalism in the rural areas. The group has not forgotten the 
"wounds" it received when the People's Party was in power. One reason why 
the "5th of July" show was a flop was that the PPP has too much confidence 
in its strength. The population of Sind is composed of many heterogenous 
groups, and the PPP has not been able to unite them into one community. 
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This party is not as strong as some people think. In the words of a Sindhi 
proverb, it is frightening others with an empty gun. The PPP has managed 
to annoy the administration. It is waging a very successful psychological 
battle against the government. 


The People's Party has not been such a failure on the political stage as 
the administration would have us believe. Its postponement of a political 
campaign has allowed it to save face, because under the present 
circumstances, staging a great show would have been a fiasco. Now the PPP 
may achieve a walkover in the future, since no political party has been 
left in the field to oppose it. The ruling Muslim League has been lost in 
the files of the KDA. The members of the assembly are content to be silent 
spectators. The members of the provincial cabinet speed around the 

tall buildings of Karachi in their new Honda cars. The ministers that were 
nominated to represent the rural population have no idea of the insecurity 
prevalent these. The "Hurs," the followers of Pir Pagara, obey only the 
orders of their own organization. The chief minister knows the gravity of 
the situation, but his efforts have led to no positive results. The 
mistakes of the government, the lack of initiative in the ruling Muslim 
League, the apathy of the assembly members and the silence of the other 
political parties have given the PPP a chance to spread its political 
influence in the province. The PPP workers are taking the party's message 
to the masses. ‘They are meeting with the farmers, students and laborers. 
They are holding internal elections in their own party. They exhibit 
complete confidence in their leadership. Their success is the logical 
result of the follies and incompetence of the ruling Muslim League, rather 
than the strength of their leadership. Benazir has the knack of 
tantalizing her opponents into mental confusion that could lead to their 
complete moral disintegration. She is fighting a war of nerves with the 
administration. Her secret agents want to make the administration impotent 
and helpless. From this point of view, we can say that the "5th of July" 
was not a failure. Benazir realized early that the "5th of July" would not 
be a success, but considering the party's lack of organization, that was 
the best that could be expected from it. 


Now all her efforts will be used to alienate Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi from the 
rest of the party. She knows that he can make trouble for her. So she has 
swallowed her pride and started to meet with the prominent people in the 
Jatoi group. She has had a long conference with all of them, including Pir 
Ghulam Rasul Shah and Haji Najmuddin Sarwal. Her telephone connections 
with these people are thought to be very important. Benazir knows that Mr 
Jatoi will not bow before her "political dictatorship." She also knows 
that the landowners of Sind can unite under his leadership. She realizes 
that there are great rifts in her own party and that she has lost a lot of 
ground during her psychological battle against the government. That is why 
she has decided to take steps to break up the Jatoi group. 
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OFFLICLAL EMPHASIZES BUILDING STRONG SCIENTIFIC BASE 


Karachi DAWN in English 9 Aug 86 p 3 


{Text ] 


KARACHI, Aug 8: The 
Chairman, Pakistan Council of Sci- 
entific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR), Jr Naeem Ahmed Khan, 
has underscored the importance of 
building up a strong scientific and 
technological base and adopting 
science and technology as a 
culture. 

Scientists and technologists must 
he assoctated in all stages of plan- 
ning, at the national level and the 
Government must substantially in- 
crease Investment in research and 
development work to develop man- 
power, procure equipment and 
create required facilities, he said, 
while addressing a radio Press con- 
ference here today. 

The PCSIR chief stressed the 
need for popularising scientific 
education in schools, colleges and 
universities. Children must learn 
culture of science, so that the 
country may produce required 
number of scientists in future. 

Dr Nacein felt the need for more 
funds to acquire sophisticated 
technology. At present the Council 
was spending Rs 50 pr scientists 
per day 
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search journals, developed S00 pro- 





LABORATORIES: He said the 
PCSIR set up in 1949 to promote 
industrial growth, has set up a 
number of  multi-disciplinary 
laboratories all over the country. 
He listed these as _ research 
laboratories at’ Karachi, Lahore: 
and Peshawar, Leather Research 
Centre, Karachi, Fuel Research 


‘Centre, Karachi (nearing comple: 


tion), Natignal Physical and’ 
Standards Laboratory, Islamabad, 
Pak-Swiss Training Centre, 
Karachi, and Solar Energy Centre 
at Hyderabad. | 
He disclosed that the Central De- 
velopment Working Party had re- 
cently approved the setting up of 
PCSIR laboratories in Quetta. 
During the past 37 ygzrs, the 
Council had produced 2,200 to 
2,400 scientific and technical re- 


cesses, invented 350 patents, of 





which 140 were given to local ‘in- 
dustry, and produced ove: 700 | 
highly skilled scientists, 160 of 
whom were P Huds. 

He said he had approached the. 
universities to declare’ the 
Council’s laboratories as faculties 
to attract scientists and tech- 
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nologists undertake research work. 
He maintained’ that. PCSIR 
laboracories had contributed a lot 
in imparting scientific and tech- 
nological knowledge. 

About the new projects, he said 
the Council was working on setting 
up design workshops to further de- 
velop training facilities. Two 
cenires to train middle level tech- 
nicians are to be set up one each at 
Quetta and Peshawar, he added. 

PROBLEMS: The PCSIR, an 
autonomous body, was, however, 
facing problems in leasing out its 
processes to the industry, as it was 
not aware of expertise of local tech. 
nology. Pilot plant scale studies are 
being undertaken now for 
commercialisation. 

About foreign collaboration, Dr 
Naeem said three protoculs have 
been signed during the last three 


‘years with Jordan, ” _rkey an Re- 


public of Korea. Under the pro- 
tocols, there has been a regular ex- 


‘change of scientists and tech- 
‘nologists with these countries. 


Replying to a question, he said 
seven projects worth Rs 15 mallion 
were currently being set up in vari- 
ous parts of the country, with 
foreign collaboration including 
UNDP. —PPI 


PAKISTAN 


GOVERNMENT URGED NOT TO LET SIACHEN ISSUE DRAG ON 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 8 Jun 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "Dispute Over Siachen Glacier Issue"] 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo, in reply to a question in the 
National Assembly a few days ago, clearly stated that the Siachen glacier is 
Pakistani territory but that it has never been clearly demarcated. In Kashmir 
control maps, this territory has always been shown as part of Pakistan. A few 
years ago, when construction of the Karakeram highway was in full swing, one 
cold winter season when the Pakistani soldiers came down as usual from the 
higher elevations of the glacier, India quietly stationed its forces in this 
territory, and in accordance with its traditional tactics, occupied yet one 
more region of its neighboring country. Although this territory is without 
water or growth of any kind and is covered with ice 12 months of the year, 

the construction of the Karakeram highway increases its strategic importance. 

On one side of this highway lies the Siachen glacier and on the other side is 
the Wakhan region of Afghanistan, which has been occupied and annexed by the 
Soviet Union. India has occupied this difficult and apparently barren and 
useless mountain for the simple reason that all of the Karakeram highway comes 
within the range of its artillery. If India continues to occupy this most im- 
portant strategic front, then it cannot only attack the Karakeram highway at any 
critical time and cut the link between Pakistan and Uhina, but at the same time, 
through the Siachen glacier it can easily attack a large part of Gilgit and 
Chitral as well. Furthermore, by occupying this territory geographicaliy India 
has come very close to the Soviet Union, and in fact there is not vezy much dis- 
tance left between them; and the Siachen glacier and Wakhan are now very close 
to one another. Perhaps this is why India occupied this territory at the sug- 
gestion of the Soviet Union. Indian occupation of the Siachen glacier puts the 
Soviet Union right on top of the Pakistan indirectly from yet another direction. 
Now, this has become a life-and-death issue for Pakistan. For the Siachen 
glacier, situated as it is iz a vital nerve center of Pakistan, to fall into 
the hands of another country, especially into the hands of a historical enemy 
such as India, threatens the security and survival of Pakistan. 


In view of the strategic importance of the Siachen glacier, it can be said 
without hesitation that this territory will have to be retrieved from India 
under ariy circumstance. In this connection, the prime minister of Pakistan 
has expressed his determination that no one will be allowed to take possession 











of even one inch of Pakistani territory and that the government will not permit 


anyone to do so. The prime minister, while removing the apprehensions of the 
National Assembly members the other day, said that the elected government will 
defend every inch of Pakistan. He said that the Government of Pakistan has 


placed the Siachen glacier issue before India, that two rounds of discussions 
have already been held and that a third round will be held in the near future. 
Should these negotiations fail, then the National Assembly will be informed. 
Prime Minister Junejo repudiated the impression that Pakistan is not taking the 
Siachen glacier issue seriously. At the same time, he indicated that the Govern- 
ment of Pakistan does not consider it necessary to place the issue before the 
United Nations. [In reply to another question, he said that when the Indian 
prime minister visits Pakistan, both the Kashmir and the Siachen glacier issues 
will be placed before hin. 


There is no reason to doubt the justification about the prime minister's denial 
of Pakistan's reaction to the glacier issue. It is a fact that during the 
period of martial law and ever since the civilian government has been power, 

no clarification whatsoever has been made by the government, nor has any effort 
been made to keep the people informed. The report of the Indian occupation of 
the Siachen glacier, too, was obtained from foreign sources, and even then not 
only did government sources maintain a mysterious silence but in the beginning 
efforts were made to show that the news of the Indian occupation of the Siachen 
glacier was incorrect and that all along Pakistan was in possession of the terri- 
tory. On one occasion when the president referred to this issue, he said that 
the Siachen Glacier is barren land and that not even a single blade of grass can 
be found in that territory. The prime minister said almost the same thing dur- 
ing the questicn-and-answer pericd in the National Assembly. He said that the 
portion of the Siachen glacier under indian occupation is uninhabited. The 
expression of such thoughts only serves to imply that because a region of 
Pakistan is barren, uninhabited and in common terminology unproductive, there is 
no reason to safeguard and continue to occupy it and that there is no harm even 
if this territory is occupied by some other country, because the other country 
also cannot benefit from this land. This mode of thinking is extremely Canger- 
ous. The fact that the Government of Pakistan does not consider it necessary 

to take this matter to the United Nations is another point that deserves con- 
sideration. Pakistan's stand is that before taking this issue to an international 
organization, it should try to settle the issue with India under the Simla Treaty. 
Goodwill expressed by Pakistan could be understood as an attempt to improve re- 
lations with a neighboring country. But anyone who is aware of even some of the 
deceitful tactics of India can state without hesitation that no dispute with 
India has ever been settled through peaceful negotiation. First of all, a visit 
to Pakistan by the Indian prime minister is still doubtful, and even when he 

does visit Pakistan, as usual he will most certainly try to evade this issue. 

If the Government of Pakistan thinks that taking the Siachen glaci2r issue to 

the United Nations is a violation of the Simla Treaty, we would like to remind 

it that this is not so. The principles ofthe Simla Treaty state that issues 

the two countries cannot resolve through mutual understanding will be referred 

to the United Nations, and as far as mutual understanding is concerned, numerous 
examples can be cited. The very issue of Kashmir for instance, has not yet been 
resolved. In the case cf the Siachen glacier, too, the Indian Government in- 
sists that it is part of India. As India is not prepared to reverse its stand, 
how can this issue be settled through discussion. We are afraid lest the Siachen 
glacier issue becomes like the Kashmir issue, which despite being accepted as a 
controversial issue, remains unresolved to this day. 
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GOVERNMENT URGED NOT TO RESTRICT POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 15 Jun 86 p 2 


[Text] Last month Prime Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo said that only regis- 
tered political parties will be allowed freedom of activity, that political 
parties not registered with the Election Commission will not be permitted to 
continue their activities, and that laws could be enforced to this effect. 
Now Iqbal Ahmed Khan, minister of law and parliamentary affairs, has not only 
repeated these words but he has also stated that restrictions will be imposed 
on any political party that violates penal laws by continuing its activities 
with foreign financial help and that in this connection references could be 
produced in the Supreme Court. He added that ways and means were being con- 
sidered to place restrictions on unregistered parties within the confines of 
the law. Jam Ghulam Qadir Khan, the chief minister of Baluchistan, says that 
the goverament will impose restrictions on the activities of political parties 
that try to create law and order problems. 


In our view this issue is not so simple and easy as is assumed by official cir- 
cles. When the government becomes involved with the law, it can circumvent 

the matter by issuing orginances. It also has the authority to get a bill 
passed by a majority of votes in the parliament, and it can ban any political 
party it likes. But the consequences of imposing restrictions on political par- 
ties with the help of such laws without proving the aliegations against them 
can be serious. Before making any final decision on this matter, a number of 
questions should be given careful consideration. At the outset, careful con- 
Sideration should be given to the fact that banning any political party on the 
basis of any allegations whatever is a violation of fundamental rights recog- 
nized under the constitution. And nowhere in the constitution does it say 

that only registered political parties will be allowed to continue their ac- 
tivities. In accordance with election laws, all political parties have to 
submit statements of expenditure to the Election Commission after participat- 
ing in elections. But the president did away with the:e conditions during the 
recent nonparty elections. No written notification was issued in this respect. 
The Election Commission was bound only by verba~. instructions. When Fakhr-e Imam, 
the former speaker of the National Assembly, referred to this matter, instead of 
a legal decision, overnight a presidential ordinance was issued, making the law 
ineffective and rendering the Election Commission helpless. Everyone should 

be treated equally under the law. If the government starts violating the laws 
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it has made, how can others be expected to respect these laws? 
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A political party calling itself the Pakistan Muslim League registered long 

ago with the Election Commission. According to the law, no other political 
party can register under this name. The Election Commission is currently hear- 
ing a case in this connection. If the commission makes a just decision and the 
government does not interfere in its proceedings, then after the nonparty elec- 
tions the pclitical party formed in the parliament under the Muslim League name 
cannot be registered. Makhdoom Zada Hassan Mahmoud, senivr vice president of 
the Pakistan Muslim League and leader of the opposition in the Punjab Assembly, 
said in a statement the other day that if a decision was not made in his favor, 
he would appeal to the Supreme Court. We hope that a fair and just decision 
will be made in conformity with the law and that a state of energency is not 
created. 


As far as the creation of a law and order situation by some political party 

is concerned, it has already been created by the official Muslim League. Re- 
ports pub!)ished in the newspapers on 12 June stated that 100 armed Muslim League 
workers attacked the homes and shops of People's Party members in Shahdadpur, 
opening fire and causing destructiou. The incident occurred the day Prime 
Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo was in Sindhrt (Mirpurkhas). No action has yet 
been taken against these political workers under the prevailing laws. If the 
government itself does not respect the law, how can any other political party 

be forced to respect it? No other political party up to now has created a 

law and order situation. If restrictions were not to be placed on the peace- 
ful activities of other parties in the opposition, then this would constitute 

a violation of fundamental rights and democratic liberties, which could create 
more difficulties for the government. We believe that all of the well known 

and popular political parties should be free to continue their political activi- 
ties. If we were to openly deviate from democratic values, then our country 
would get itself in a difficult situation from which it would not easily be 

able to free itself. 
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COMMENTARY VIEWS GOALS OF LEFTIST UNITY 


Karachi DAWN in English 7 Aug 86 p 7 





[Article by Watchman] 


[Text ] 


THE old National Awami 
Party, which in its ample 
ideological folds included 
socialists, social democrats 
and regional nationalists, 
was a reasonably respect- 
able party in the sixties. It 
may not exactly have been a 
large one but it was the only 
party subscribing to a 
Leftist philosophy which 
command a following in 
both wings of the country. It 
fell on evil days, however. 


Marxists, especially pseudo 
Marxists (of which there were quite 


a few in the ranks of the then NAP) 
have a penchant for engaging in 
polemical disputes whose merits or 
relevance may not immediately be 
clear to people outside their own 
charmed circle. Because of such 
disputes and also because of 
personality clashes, the NAP split 
into a number of factions, each 
smaller and more ineffectual than 
the others. In the fullness of time 
there sprang from its bosom, the 
NAP (Wali Khan), NAP (Bhashani), 
the Mazdoor Kisan Party, and, 
much later, the National Progres- 
sive Party and, in this Martial Law, 
the Pakistan National Party, all 
offshoots from the parent branch. 
In the Bhutto years the tradi- 
tional Left was _ virtually 
neutralised. The PPP not only ap- 
propriated the slogan of socialism, 
it managed to spread it far and 
wide. The NAP under Wali Khan 
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was reduced to playing a regional 
role. The National Democratic 
Party (a surrogate of the NAP after 

it was banned by the Supreme 

Court) formed part of the 2'tiance 
which spearheaded the mass. ,ita 

tion against the PPP Government 
in 1977. But the Left as such was 
reduced to a position of near-total 
irrelevance. Now after almost 
twenty years since the break-up of 
the original NAP, an effort has 
been made to bring the scattered 
elements of the Left onto one 
platform. It may be too early to 
judge what effect the Awami Na- 
tional Party (created as a result of 
the merger of the NDP, the MKP, 
the Awami Tehrik and a substan- 
tial portion of the PNP) has on na- 
tional politics. But at least it clears 
the way for the Left to play a more 
meaningful role than it has been 
able to play for a long time. True, 
the leadership of the new party is 
somewhat jaded and lacks the 
capacity to inspire. Nor has the 
ideal of unity been fully realised 
because pockets of leftist influence 
continue to exist outside the ranks 
of the ANP. Still, to the extent that 
the emergence of the ANP suc- 
ceeds in reducing the endemic 
splintering and confusion to which 
the Left in Pakistan has historically 
been prone, it will be considered a 
step forward. 

It is hard to argue against the 
need for a national Left party at 
this juncture. The Afghan issue is 
getting more complicated. There is 
no real domestic pressure on the 
Government to negotiate a politi- 
cal settlement of this crisis. The 
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case for structural changes in the 
socio-economic system is also going 
by default. The PPP whose popular 
ity stems from its image that it is a 
party of change has been quietly 
discarding much of its old ideologi. 
cal baggage The new-look 
pragmatic strategy being put intro 
place by Ms Benazir Bhutto seems 
to have little place for socialism or 
for anti-American diatribes. The 
stress is on “péople’s bower,” but 
the mode! for this is not Iran, much 
less Bolshevik Russia, but the 
Philippines and Cory Aquino. 


The ANP has tried to capture the 
ideological high ground by speak. 
ing out boldly on the Afghan issue 
and by adopting a hard anti. 
imperialist line. If it sticks to this 
course it is bound to win greater 
public recognition. If the ANP suc 
cessfully completes its period ol 
probation, its attraction in the eyes 
of leftist elements who hive been 
drifting for want of a proper 
platform will grow But it must av- 
oid the temptation of polemics, so 
that those who may wish to join its 
ranks later feel free to do so. 

The ANP must take care not to 
become a carbon copy of the old 
NAP. Times have changed. Unless 
it is able to stir the masses to action 
and face up to the challenge of 
mass politics, it is unlikely to make 
much headway. Radicalism was not 
a popular concept in Pakistan tll 
the late Mr Bhutto arrived on the 
scene and gave it wings. The Left 
should be able to steal a leaf out of 
Mr Bhutto’s book and popularise its 
gospel the way he did. 

The great beneficiary of the 
latest experiment is, of course, 


Wali Khan. A few years ago he was 
politically almost finished. His role 
after the 1977 military takeover, 
when he began denouncing “Bhut 
toism” as the major evil facing the 
country, it compromised his posi- 
tion and cost him a lot in political 
support. But by shrewdly capitalis- 
ing upon the Afghan issve, he has 
succeeded in refurbishing his 
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badly tarnished image. By becom- 
ing the head of the ANP, he has 
largely managed to rehabilitate 
himself in the political main 
stream. 

By the same token, the great 
loser apparently is Mir Ghous 
Bakhsh Bizenjo of the PNP. The 
main moving spirit behind the idea 
of Leftist unity, somewhere along 
-he line he began to faiter, prob- 
ably because, contrary to his expec- 
tations, he was not getting the lead- 
ership of the new party. His disen- 
chantment became apparent when 
he began laying exaggerated stress 
on technical issues. His mortifica- 
tion has been compounded by his 
inability to take the entirety of his 
party with him on this issue. Out of 
40 members of the Central Work- 
ing Committee of the PNP, 32 have 
joined the new party (25 out of 72 
working committee members, says 
the PNP). Clearly, he has commit- 
ted a blunder which he will have 
reason to rue for a long time. His 
subsequent attacks against the new 
party as an alliance of opportunists 
have done nothing to improve his 
stature. 

Mairaj Mohammad Khan of the 
Qaumi Mahaz-i-Azadi should also 
be reconsidering his refusal to join 
the ANP. He heads a small party 
which in style and substance is in- 
distinguishable from the PPP. Its 
reasons for existing as a separate 
party have never been very clear. 
Many of the workers in the Mahaz 
are dedicated people but in their 
present role they are destined to 
remain on the sidelines. The ANP, 
however, should enable them to 
play a more meaningful role. 


Fatehyab Ali Knan’s attitude ts 
also that of a maverick. With most 
of the MKP haying merged into the 
new party, he is the titular head of a 
non-existent organisation. He is do- 
ing no service to anyone by continu- 
ing to play this solitary game. But, 
then, for leaders and workers of the 
Left to realise these basic things in 
a hurry is perhaps asking for too 
much. 
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COMMENTARY DISCUSSES ‘PREREQUISITES’ FOR PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY 
Karachi DAWN in English 9 Aug 86 p 7 
[Article by Sultan Ahmed] 


[Text] In public affairs one extreme has the tendency to lead to the 
other, however unpleasant or unrealistic. So after a prolonged period 
of over-centralisation of authority in Pakistan, in violation of its 
Federal structure, there is the insistent demand for not only adequate 
provincial autonomy but even absolute autonomy. 


The MRD has’ hence finally come up with a declaration which is a kind of 
via media between the demand of Mr Mumtaz Bhutto's Sindhi-Baluch~-Pashtoon 
Front for a real confederation and Khan Wali Khan's demand for a new 
constitutent assembly for another constitution which will guarantee 
absolute provincial autonomy. 


Those who demand a sharp reduction in the authority of the federal centre 
would not have felt so strong or received so much regional support if that 
authority had not been used or abused at the cost of the provinces exces- 
sively and the bitter lessons of 1971 with their tragic impact had not 
been forgotten too quick. 


Pakistan Motion 


Secondly, they draw their inspiration from the Pakistan Resolution which 
envisaged autonomous and sovereign units forming a federation and the 

May 16, 1946 proposals of the British Cabinet Mission which was accepted 
by the Muslim League. Those proposals would have created three zones in 
India with two muslim majority zones in the east and west, with the Centre 
having only three subjects, inclusive of defence, foreign affairs and 
communications--the same as the MRD has resolved, but with the addition 

of a common currency. 


But while a constitution ensuring adequate provincial autonomy is vital 


for a real and lasting federation, that alone is not enough. Far more 
major steps are imperative to guarantee provincial autonomy. 
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The 1947, 1956 and 1973 constitutions provided for increasing measure of 
provincial autonomy, Sut that was disregarded by the Centre Sacking of... 
Chief of Ministers which began with Mr M.A. Khuhro in Sind in 1948, 
instead of asking them to face the provincial assembly has continued all 
along. 


It may be argued that in a country where Prime Ministers were sacked in 

a cavalier manner earlier, and through military means later the treatment 
fo the Chief Ministers could not be an exception. That means those who 
will sweep of Federal Governments in this manner can be even more contemp- 
tuous of recalcitrant provincial cabinets. 


A constitution is an act of faith. It is as good as not only what is said 
in so many words in it but also the spirit in which it is implemented and 
the zeal with which it is defended. 


What has been happening in Pakistan is that the spirit of the constitution 
has been violated through the political process or party mechanism. The 
party mechanism has failed to protect provincial autonomy time and again. 
The party chief at the centre as Prime Minister directs the provincial 
assembly members as to who should be chosen or dropped as Chief Minister. 
That began with the election of Khwaja Nazimuddin as Chief Minister of 
East Pakistan in preference to Mr Suhrawardy and the Khan of Mamdot in 

the Punjab in preference to Mian Mumtaz Daultana in 1947. 


Later, following the success of the United Front in 1953 elections, Mr 
Fazlul Haq became the Chief Minister. He was declared a traitor and 
sacked by the Centre only to be made the nation's guardian angel as the 
Interior Minister within months, while the weak and complacent Abu Hasan 
Sarkar replaced him in Dacca. 


One Unit 


The One-Unit obviated the need for sacking too many provincial Chief 
Ministers and the 1962 constitution of Gen Ayub Khan did away with that 
institution altogether. It made Governors the fountain-head of authority 
in the provinces. 


The tragic loss of East Pakistan and the stunning military defeat resulted 
in a better approach to provincial autonomy. So the 1973 Constitution 
provided for the election of Chief Ministers by the provincial assembly 
openly and his removal only by it. The Governors were left with no dis- 
cretion in that regard. 


But the Prime Minister as chief of the People's Party could ask his party 
in the provincial assemblies to change the Chief Minister whenever he 
wanted. And the parties in Sind and the Punjab complied with him readily 
and the same followed in Baluchistan and the Frontier when the PPP formed 
the governments there. The Chief Ministers asked to quit by the Prime 
Minister as party chief too, complied with the instruction and tendered 
his resignation. The assembly party then elected the new Central nominee 
as the next Chief Minister. 
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When the Centre sacked the JUI-NAP coalition government in Baluchistan 
there was considerable protest but no resistance. And the JUI-NAP 
government headed by Mufti Mahmud resigned in the Frontier as a protest 
instead of fighting for the cause of the Baluchistan Cabinet from its 
position of vantage in Peshawar. 


It is indeed tragic that provincial assemblies over the years did not 
resist Federal intervention and sacking of provincial cabinets. Instead 
they had welcomed or accepted the newcomers. 


What this means is that if there has to be real federalism and democracy 
in the country, there has to be democracy within the parties as well. 

If the provincial wings of the parties are strong, their party constitu- 
tions are democratic and the provincial chiefs are elected and not 
nominated, the Centre cannot make such inroads into provincial autonomy. 
If there is red democracy within the party the head of the national party 
will not be able to direct his provincial parties to do whatever he wants 
or wills. 


Look at what happened in Andhra Pradesh in India when Mrs Indira Gandhi 
sacked Mr Rama Rao of Telegu Desam party as the Chief Minister. His party 
stood by him like a rock and she was humbled into putting him back into 
office and changing the Governor. That is how provincial autonomy is 
protected, and not in the manner Mr Farooq Abdullah's majority in the 
Srinagar Assembly was stolen by his brother-in-law with the backing of 
Mr Gandhi in the same period but only to lose that later. 


In Pakistan, let apart the provincial assemblies, not even national 
assemblies have resisted their dissolution except once. Speaker Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan opposed dissolution of the Constituent Assembly in 1954 
and then went to the court. The Sind High Court presided over by Justice 
Constantine gave the verdict in his favour, but the Governmeut was not 
upset as Justice M. Munir as Chief Justice of Pakistan has assured the 
Government in advance that he would upset that judgment when it went 
before him, and he readily did. The law of necessity, fait accompli and 
status quo have hence become the norms of our political life. If neither 
the assemblies will stand up for their rights nor courts stand by justice 
and the constitution the system remains weighted in favour of power, 
regardless of its origin. That is not the kind of soil where democracy 
or provincial autonomy breeds. 


Emergency 


Within the constitution itself there is the provision for declarirg a 
state of emergency and take over provincial administrations in trouble. 
This too, has been abused excessively. Hence the MRD has come up with 
a series of checks to prevent usurpation of provincial authority by the 
Centre needlessly or for long. 
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And finally martial law is the total negation of democracy, constitutional- 
ism, provincial autonomy, Fundamental Rights and the norms of justice. 
Under martial law it is not only Federal rule all through the country but 
also one-man rule as all martial law administrators in the provinces have 
to carry out the orders of their Army Chief of Staff as CMLA. And the 
country has been under military rulers for a majority of its life and 


under martial law for 15 years. 


And now even after martial law rule is over, under the 1985 constitution 
real authority vests in President Zia-ul-Haq. The parliament is sovereign 
in principle but in reality Gen Zia is the fountainhead of all authority. 
He appoints the Governors and in reality the Chief Ministers and other 
ministers too are appointed with his full approval. 


In such a context, provincial autonomy could be ensured only if the 
constitutional provisions in that regard are supported in letter and 

spirit by the political parties, the armed forces and the judiciary. What 
is given by the constitution should not be undone by the political process, 
army action or judicial negativism. 


The Intelligence system, too, needs real reform. Much of the mischief 
against provincial governments has been the outcome of misreporting by 
intelligence agencies. They have to be made to function in a better manner 
instead of as blind tools of the Centre. 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY QUESTIONS DELAY IN SETTING UP WOMEN'S COMMISSION 


Karachi DAWN in English 7 Aug 86 p 7 


(Editorial: "Women's Commission--Why This Delay?"] 


{Text ] 


MANY had reasons to feel 
heartened by a Press report re- 
leased by a news agency the 
other day that the Prime Minis- 
ter has approved the recom- 
mendations of the Commission 
on the Status of Women and has 
directed the concerned depart- 
ments and agencies to imple- 
ment them. But it transpires 
now that the report had no 
factual basis. An official hand- 
out has since informed us that 
the Commission’s recommen- 
dations are still being exa- 
mined by the concerned minis- 
tries and a decision on the re- 
port will be taken only after 
their comments have been re- 
ceived. The need for ascertain- 
ing the views of various depart- 
ments and ministries which will 
have to implement the report is 
understandable, but what is not 
quite so is why this process 
should have taken so long. The 
Commission released its report 
in July 1985 after 18 months of 
intensive work. At that time the 
President had promised that 
the report would be placed be- 
fore the National Assemb!y for 
debate. This has not been done 
so far. Now we are told, one 
year later, that various govern- 
ment departments are still 
scrutinising the recommenda- 
tions — 166 in all. 
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Even as scrutiny and evalua- 
tion go on, time can be saved 
and a beginning made towards 
implementation. Some of the 
recommendations are such that 
they can he put into effect 
straightaway, for they do not 
entail any significant spade- 
work. Neither are they of a con- 
troversial nature that differen- 
ces of opinion have to be ironed 
out and a consensus evolved. 
Moreover, they conform fully 
to the stated policy of the 
Government. All that is called 
for in some cases is the political 
will, modest financial alloca- 
tions, policy guidelines and 
perhaps some legislative mea- 
sures as a cover for executive 
action. For instance, the recom- 
mendation that the condition of 
women as it emerges from the 
1981 census data be publicised 
through the mass media or that 
the media services be enlisted 
to educate the public on the im- 
portance of female literacy and 
education hardly brooks any 
difference of opinion or can be 
taken exception to on any 
ground whatsoever. Until 
people — both men and women 
— are correctly informed about 
the conditions of women and 
the need to improve their 
status, the public awareness 
necessary to bring about 
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changes in social attitudes and 
conditions cannot be created. 
Moreover, a concerted effort to 
improve the status of women, 
ensure them their rights 
and eliminate discrimination 
against them calls for a process 
of re-education and reorienta- 
tion aimed at removing age-long 
prejudices and misplaced no- 
tions and promoting a more en- 
lightened approach. Conscious- 
ness-raising is an exceedingly 
slow .and painstaking process 
and to delay work on the recom- 
mendations specifically rela- 
ted to this aspect of the enforce- 
ment and protection of wo- 
men’s rights is to allow uncer- 
tainty and misgivings about the 
fate of the report itself to 
persist. ! 

As for the other recommen- 
dations, which are not all too 
radical or idealistic by any 
standard, it is important that 
all necessary preliminaries are 
completed with the utmost 
speed and steps taken towards 
their implementation without 
further delay. This must be the 
approach where the Govern- 
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ment is directly involved and 
official decisions, planning and 
allocation of funds are among 
the necessary conditions for 
progress. Thus, it should be pos- 
sible for official agencies to 
take measures regarding the 
expansion of the number of 
educational institutions for wo- 
men, * especially vocational 
training institutes, creation of 
new employment opportunities 
for them in factories, govern- 
ment offices and private orga- 
nisations, increasing the rep- 
resentation of women in higher 
decision-making bodies and 
processes, inclusion of. more 
women scholars in the Islamic 
Ideology Council, amendments 
in the Law of Evidence and the 
Hadood Ordinance, appoint- 
ment’of female constables in 
police stations, better facilities 
for women prisoners, and so on. 
Obviously, all these tasks can- 
not be taken up simultaneously 
but a beginning must be made 
in this direction soon. Initially, 
it may be a small start, but that 
is how the process of change be- 
gins in any society. 











ARTICLE DISCUSSES POOR RECORD ON LITERACY 


PAKISTAN 


Karachi DAWN (Supplement) in English 8 Aug 86 p I 


[Article by Sohail Mahmood] 


{Text ] 


The literacy rate in 
Pakistan at the time of 
the Partition was 34... By 
1960 the adult literacy 
rate was only 16”. Ac- 
cording to the 1972 
census, it was 21.7", —for 
urban areas 41.5°, and 
for rural areas 14.3°.. In 
the 1981 census it 
climbed to 26.2". 


For 1984-85 the official figure yi 
ven was 26, and at present the gov- 
ernment frequently quotes a lit. 
eracy rate of 27'",. It must be noted 
here that the figure of 27", is infact 
highly exaggerated and is toally 
misleading. 

According to one report, reliable 
and independent sources put the 
literacy rate at 15°., and the report 
further states that if international 
standards of literacy are applied, 
the percentayve drops down to se 
ven. Federal Minister of Education 
Aheer had recently acknowledged 
that the actual rate of literacy was 
only ten per cent. 

The following table gives — lit 
eracy rates of some other Asian 
countries. 


Country Literacy rate 
(in percentage) 
South Korea 96 
Singapore 92 
China 86 
Sri Lanka 5 
Thailand 84 
Burma 66 
Indonesia 62 
[ran 36 
India 34 


101 


It is clear from the above tahle 
that the literacy rate for Pakistan ts 
shockingly low as compared to 
other countries in Asia. Asa matter 
of fact the literacy rate in Pakistan 
happens to be one of the lowest in 
the world. Pakistan is the only 
country in the world in which the 
literacy rate is going down instead 
of up. One is all the more distressed 
when one takes into account the ft 
gure for per capita imcome in 
Pakistan. According to World Bank 
estimates Pakistan has the highest 
per capaita GNP tn South Asia — 
Pakistan $390, India $260 and Sri 


Lanka $330. 

In 1960, one per cent of our GNP 
was spent on education; by 1984-85 
it had gone up only to 1.7%; it 
climbed to 2.2", in 1985.86. The 
present expenditure on education 
is only 2.5". of the GNP. 

In the 1971-72 budget 11° was 
allocated to education, in 1976-77 
14%, in 1983-84 14”, and in the pre- 
sent budget the allocation has 
climbed to 16"... 

The total allocation in the 
1986-87 budget is Rs. 1,443 crores 
which is larger than the 1985-86 re 
vised budget provision of Rs. 1,284 
crores by Rs. 159 crore. 


Punjab 


Che provinces have shown aprea 
ter interest in education compared 
to the Federal Government. Pun 
jab has made education its top 
priority and has allocated a bigger 
share of the budget than any other 
province. Punjab has allocated Rs. 
581.88 crore which is 21.63". of the 
province’s budget, while Sind’s al 








location stands at Rs. 546.98 mil- 
lion which is 19.7". of its budget. 

There has been an increase in the 
allocations for education over the 
years but is still far short of the 
figure of 4", of GNP to be spent on 
education as recommended bv 
UNESCO. 

Though the increase in allocation 
to the education, sector is com- 
mendable, a mere increase of fund- 
ing alone will not improve the de- 
teriorating standards of education. 
Mismanagement and waste must 
also be curtailed along with an en- 
lightened educational __ policy, 
Systematic reform exercises must 


also be carried out. 

Some of the other startling facts, 
aubout our system of education that 
must be noted are: 

Only 57°. of the children of 
school going age actually go to 
school. 

By 1985 primary education had 
only increased seven to eight times 
since 1947. 

Besides the rural urban dis- 
parities, there is a disparity bet- 
ween females and males. Only 33": 
of girls attend primary school. 

Only 90 out of 450 persons (ages 
between 3-19) who applied for ad- 
mission to various institutions were 
successful in obtaining admission. 

The situation becomes more 
alarming in seats of higher learn- 
ing. For example, last year there, 
were 26,400 applications for only 
1,400 seats in the University of the 
Punjab, Lahore. 

Chere was only one Science and 
Arts college for every 200,000 
persons. One professional college 
for every 900,000 and one uni- 
versity for every 500,000. 

The Government had been annu- 
ally spending only seven rupees 
per head on education. 

In the nineteen universities in- 
the country there are only 13 Pro- 
fessors of Physics while, the total 
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number of research scholars and 
Ph.Ds is just 42 in this discipline. 

All institutions are short of staff, 
books and equipment for 
laboratories. 

Only 50%, of our total population 
in the age-group five to nine is en- 
rolled in primary classes; about 
half of these drop out after two of 
three years. 

Only 17% of the children of 
school-going age attend secondary 


schools. High schoo! graduates con- 
stitute only 2.5%; college graduate 
0.6’, and professional degree- 
holders 0.2%. 

According to the 1984 World 
Bank report, Pakistan stands 116th 
among 126 U.N. member-countries 
in the sphere of primary education, 
107th in Secondary education and 


98th in higher secondary 
education. 
Literacy drive 


The Government created the Lit- 
eracy and Mass Education Commis- 
sion (LAMEC) some years back in 
order to launch a comprehensive 
programme at achieving the de- 
sired percentage of literacy. 

LAMEC was allocated Rs. 21 mil- 
lion in the 1984-85 budget, which 
climbed to Rs. 56.5 million in the 
1985-86 budget. In the Sixth Plan 
Rs. 750 million were allocated for 
the literacy drive. 

Ambitious targets were set forth 
for LAMEC. Some 50,000 literacy 
centers were supposed to be es- 
tablished in the country by the end 
of this year. LAMEC announced 
that in the Sixth Plan the literacy 
level would be raised from 26”, to 
55 to 60”. by 1988 and 100 per cent 
by 1993. 

However, the performance of 
LAMEC has certainly not been up 
to the mark. The commission has 
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tailed to organize the literacy drive 

and is yet another white elephant 

created and sustained by the 

Government. 

Enormous sums of public money 
are being wasted while the goal of 
universal literacy remains as illu- 
Sive as ever. The mobilisation of 
the people requires a lot, more than 
what the Government has been 
able to initiate. 

Gunnar Myrdal writes in Asian 
Drama 

“The educational reforms must 
go hand in hand with social en- 
gineering, i.e., economic and social 
reform, which generate the neces. 
Sary zeal, enthusiasm and elan so 
essential for total mobilisation, de- 
dication and commitment of the en- 
tire people. It is only when the en- 
tire people are enthused and 
mobilised that a Himalayan prob- 
lem like mass illiteracy can be 
solved.” 

In the recently announced man- 
ifesto of the ruling Muslim 1» ague, 
it has bee.. proclaimed that a “Na. 
tional Education Corps” would be 
created that would include 100,000 
persons as teachers. 

It was said that this would tn- 
crease the rate of literacy from the 
present 25 percenttoS0). Primary 
education would be made com 
pulsory by the year 1999 How the 
Government intends to fulfil the 
promise of a 50°) literacy rate up 
till 1990 remains to be seen 

A climb from 7 to 10. (actual 
literacy rate) toa staggering SO. in 
just four years seems more of prous 
hope than anything close to con 
crete reality. 

In the educational poli y it was 
decided to open 5,00) Moscue 
Schools. The Government ate 
talked about a ‘special provramme’ 
to achieve functional literacy 

As far as the mosque schools are 
concerned the exercise hos been a 
failure. 
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FLAG BURNED IN MEETING--Moro, Aug 8--A public meeting was held here by 
Jiye Sindh Mahaz on Thursday night to observe the death anniversary of 

Mr Abdur Razzaque, which was attended by Jiye Sindh workers from several 
districts of the province. A clash took place when a student occupied the 
seat of a central office-bearer of the Mahaz and, when asked to vacate it, 
he tried to take out a pistol. However, armed volunteer guards who were 
present in the meeting succeeded in controlling the situation. Another 
incident took place during the meeting when someone presented the Pakistan 
flag to Mr Abdul Wahid Aresar, who was presiding over the meeting, and 
told him to burn it. When Mr Aresar refused to do so, the audience got 
infuriated and, ultimately, Mr Bashir Qureshi, Central President of Jiye 
Sindh Mahaz, burnt the flag. Police have registered cases againts Mr 
Aresar, Mr Qureshi and Mr Bashir Jamal, of 29 other persons, including 

the Central President of Sind Sangat, Mr Ali Nawaz Butt; Mr Akhtar Ali 
Korai, Mr Khaleeque Memon, Mr Raza Lakhar, Mr Asaddullah Korain, Mr 
Waryam Sindhi and five primary school teachers of Moro, besides some 
students of Moro's Mehran College who belong to Jiye Sindh Students 
Federation.--PPI [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 9 Aug 8&6 p 3] /9317 


QADIANIS: BENAZIR'S REMARKS CRITICIZED--Lahore, Aug 8--Ulema, in their 
Khutbas at Juma congregations all over the Punjab today strongly condemned 
the statement of Ms Benazir Bhutto in favour of Qadianis recently published 
in an Indian newspaper. Describing her statement as anti-Islam, they 

said that only that person could claim to be a Muslim who believed in the 
finality of Prophethood of Hazrat Mohammad (peace be upon him). They 
Observed that Miss Bhutto had badly hurt the feelings of the Muslims by 
issuing a statement in favour of Qadianis. They added that Qadianis have 
been accepted as non-Muslims by the whole Muslim world. They said that 

Ms Bhutto was living in a fool's paradise if she thought of coming into 
power by supporting the Qadianis. They said that sacrifices of the follow- 
ers of the Holy Prophet (peace be on him) who laid down their lives on the 
issue of finality of Prophethood would never go to waste and would be 
remembered till eternity. They asked Ms Benazir Bhutto to apologise to 

the Muslim Ummah for her statement. The Ulema who delivered Khutbas 
included Maulana Mufti Mohammad Husain Naeemi, Maulana Abdul Rahman Jami, 
Maulana Ali Asghar Abbasi, Maulana Fazlur Rahman and Maulana Shamsuzzaman 
Qadri.--APP [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 9 Aug 86 p 3] /9317 
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